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EDITOR’S LETTER EDITORIAL 
BOARD

Oh, how quickly time flies. In the fall of 2012, I joined GenerAsians as a 
content editor during my first semester at Wellesley. Now, four years later, 
I am writing the opening letter of what will be my last issue of GA as Edi-
tor-in-Chief. There is no way I can summarize years’ worth of experiences 
in one short article. How can a few anecdotes adequately and accurately 
represent semesters’ worth of memories? I have made many wonderful 
friends through GA, and I remember fondly the laughs and conversations 
we shared during our brainstorming sessions, e-board meetings, H-mart 
excursions, kimchi-fried rice demos, and release parties.   

I am extremely proud of the work we have done. Yes, we’ve had our 
fair share of ups and downs but we manage to make it work every se-
mester. Of course, there is no way any of this would be possible without 
the contributions of many individuals. First, my amazing e-board: Hope, 

Harshita, Judy, Fiona, Sharon, Clarissa, Lia, Kealani, JY, and Soobin, thank you for your incredible work ethic 
and dedication this year. It’s truly been a pleasure to work with all of you in the whirlwind that is producing a 
magazine. Thank you to the members of our staff who never cease to impress me with your compelling arti-
cles, stunning layouts, and passion. Thank you to Karen Shih, Advisor to Students of Asian Descent, for your 
unconditional support. Lastly, a heartfelt thanks to all of the readers who have been dedicatedly reading our 
magazine and sharing your feedback with us. 

As a student publication, we are constantly learning to adapt our writing and production process to changing 
technologies and trends. At the same time, our mission as a magazine has been and always will be to represent 
the diverse perspectives on the Asian/Asian American experience. We provide a platform for students to write 
about the issues that are close to their heart about but don’t always get the chance to explore in their academic 
writing.  Some of these articles may cover topics that make international news headlines. Some may be based 
on personal experiences, others simply personal interest and hobbies. I have always seen GA as a place for our 
community to welcome fresh perspectives, embrace complexity, and celebrate cultural diversity.

It has been a privilege to serve as the Editor-in-Chief for the past five semesters. My involvement in GA has 
anchored my experience at Wellesley, and I have been blessed with the opportunity to lead the magazine for 
such a long period of time. So long writing workshops, deadline extensions, and late nights spent copy-editing 
and making last-minute adjustments before sending to print. It is with bittersweet feelings that I bid you farewell. 
One of the toughest things to do in life is to learn to let go, but I am incredibly excited to see the bold, new direc-
tions the magazine will take under new leadership. Hope, I’m passing the torch to you. Best of luck next year!

Thank you and goodbye, 

Shan 

: a farewell to GA
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Published twice per year and distributed free of charge, GenerAsians (GA) is dedicated to raising cam-
pus awareness of social, cultural, and political issues affecting Asians and Asian Americans. GA also 
hosts several events a year to further its purpose of educating the community and strengthening multi-
cultural ties.  
GenerAsians was founded by Michelle Cheuk ’00 in the spring of 1997. With financial assistance from 
several Asian student organizations and a staff of only 10 students, GenerAsians released their first issue 
in May of 1997. The magazine has since established itself as one of the college’s major student publi-
cations, with a readership that comprises a diversity of students, faculty, and staff. GenerAsians is now 
entering its eighteenth year of publication! 
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ju young kwag ‘19

ON JANUARY 14, 2016, 
the Thursday’s quiet morning 
was shattered by an explo-
sion caused by a bomb going 
off at a Starbucks café in the 
bustling city of Jakarta. It was 
followed by an exchange of 
gunfire between the attackers 
and the policemen. The same 
attackers were responsible for 
yet another explosion in a po-
lice box at the intersection of 
a busy highway. Two civilians 
and five attackers died, while 
23 people were injured in this 
fatal attack.

This is not the first time 
Indonesia has experienced 
militant attacks. Since 2000, 
there have been a total of sev-
en militant attacks, including 
the recent attack in Jakar-
ta. Many of the attacks took 
place in major cities. Jakarta, 
the capital of Indonesia, is the 
location of the United Nations, 
high-ranking hotels, and the 
U.S. Embassy. It is also In-
donesia’s symbol of power. 
Professor Pepinsky of Cor-
nell University claims that the 
assailants’ decision to attack 
Jakarta indicates their prepa-

ration for a fight.
So who were these attack-

ers? The chief of the Jakarta 
Police announced the leader 
of the attackers as an Indo-
nesian citizen, by the name of 
Bahrun Naim. Last November, 
Naim wrote a blogpost which 
praised the Paris attacks.

However, there is an even 
bigger threat to Indonesia than 
these seemingly sporadic at-
tackers – the militant group to 
which they belonged, Katibah 
Nusantara. This Southeast 
Asian militant group is under 
the Islamic State, currently 
listed as a national security 
threat for Indonesia.

ISIL (Islamic State of Iraq 
and the Levant, previously 
known as ISIS) claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack. 
Last November, the Indone-
sian police received an intel-
ligence report that ISIL was 
planning for an attack in the 
country. However, the po-
lice failed to uncover the plan 
in time. ISIL had previously 
claimed responsibility for the 
Paris attack, with the Jakar-
ta attack taking place only 2 

months after the Paris attack. 
Bob Baer, CNN security ana-
lyst, believes that the two at-
tacks are related.

The event seemed to not 
severely affect the lives of Ja-
karta citizens, however. Life 
resumed normally the very 
next day. If it was the goal of 
ISIL to instill fear in the Jakar-
ta citizens, they failed. The 
citizens, instead, showed 
through social media that they 
were not faltered by the inci-
dent.

The public’s response to 
the Jakarta attack was very 
different from its response to 
the Paris attack. The public 
believed the attack was a fail-
ure in part due to the attack-
ers themselves, who were 
described as “amateurs.” 
Five attackers died and four 
of them were captured by the 
Indonesian police. The attack 
still brought about a global 
response – many countries 
expressed their condolenc-
es and shock at what had 
happened on this Thursday 
morning of January 2016 in 
Jakarta.

in
AT TAC K
JAKARTA
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“IF IT WAS THE GOAL OF ISIL TO INSTILL 
FEAR IN THE JAKARTA CITIZENS, THEY 
FAILED. THE CITIZENS, INSTEAD, 
SHOWED THROUGH SOCIAL 
MEDIA THAT THEY WERE 
NOT FALTERED 
BY THE INCI-
DENT.”

nyt.c
om



ruyi li ‘16

CHINA’S POLLUTION 
P R O B L E M

BREATHING CLEAN AIR, ONE OF THE MOST 
basic necessities for survival, can no longer be taken 
for granted in some of China’s most densely popu-
lated cities, including Beijing and Shanghai. Pedes-
trians donning sterile air-pollution masks and entire 
city skylines swathed in murky grey smog have be-
come common sights. Demonstrated need has re-
sulted in the creation of essential apps to monitor 
daily levels of PM 2.5 — pollutants which include 
particles less than 2.5 microns in diameter — that 
could cause heart attack, stroke, and asthma when 
penetrating the lungs in large quantities. All of these 
developments serve as tangible reminders that air 
pollution continues to plague the daily lives of Chi-
na’s population. The government’s forced issuing of 
a level four red alert in Beijing (the highest level in the 
warning system) this past December highlights the 
ongoing escalation of the pollution problem. 

According to Berkeley Earth, a nonprofit climate 
research organization, pollution causes 17% of the 
deaths in China annually. This amounts to a stagger-
ing 1.5 million deaths per year, or 4,400 per day. The 
dire situation invites criticism on the part of China’s 
government, suggesting that the Party has neglect-
ed to act on any climate change or energy policies to 
reduce these casualties. The annual report inspires 
an abstract fear of these shocking statistics, but the 
most impactful criticisms come in the form of strik-
ing news headlines and depressing images that em-
phasize the possible long-term consequences (lung 
cancer) and the dismal environmental effects (acid 
rain and perpetually grey skies). 

While the current circumstances certainly warrant 
change, the complexity and difficulty of achieving re-
sults presents a much greater challenge that can’t 
be solved by just making a few simple adjustments 
to the nation’s existing policies. China actually has 
a history of cooperation with international efforts to 
regulate emissions and energy consumption affect-

ing climate change. Reforms are implemented under 
a series of Five Year Plans, the next of which is ex-
pected to be announced in early 2016. According to 
a report released by the Center for Climate and En-
ergy Solutions, China already pledged to reduce its 
emissions intensity by 40-50 percent from 2005 lev-
els by 2020. Furthermore, China jointly announced 
with the U.S. in Beijing on November 2014 that it 
would increase its non-fossil fuel sources to 20 per-
cent of the total energy used by the same year. Per-
haps most astoundingly, the same research report 
reveals that China is supposedly “on track” to meet 
its 2015 targets for reducing energy and carbon in-
tensity. However, while this indicates China’s prog-
ress, these facts underline an even more frightening 
conclusion: China’s pollution is so problematic that 
its on-track efforts are doing little to mitigate the real 
risks for people living under such conditions. 

The prominent Paris Agreements from this past 
December resulted in China pledging to reduce its 
carbon intensity by 60-65 percent below 2005 levels 
by 2030. Many of these closely reported develop-
ments highlight China’s apparent cooperation with 
other nations, but an attitude of wariness and re-
sentment of pressure from the West might ring more 
true. Coal, a serious pollutant form of fuel, remains 
a primary driving force of China’s economic rise due 
to its cheapness and availability, and still constitutes 
66 percent of China’s overall energy use, even today. 
Amid abstract promises to reduce overall CO2 emis-
sions by 2030, President Xi Jinping still approved 
plans to build 155 coal-fired power plants by 2020. 
It proves that an agenda prioritizing aiding the econ-
omy continues to dominate over the environmental 
agenda. 

Furthermore, China is not actually legally bound 
by the results of the Paris Agreements since it is not 
a signed treaty--a point China is well aware of. More 
importantly, China’s unwilling cooperation stems 



from resistance against a newly emerging way 
of thinking. According to Newsweek, a new 
phrase has emerged in Beijing to identify what 
they are resisting: “environmental imperialism,” a 
“desire [by] the West to impose its environmen-
tal and energy use standards on the develop-
ing world.” China believes that this movement 
discounts recognition of its efforts, such as the 
ones outlined above, and misrepresents the al-
ready aggressive approach it has taken in areas 
such as its diversification of energy consump-
tion. For example, its use of hydroelectric power 
and nuclear power reduces more than 10 times 
the emissions that CAFE (Corporate Average 
Fuel Economy, fuel-efficiency standards for au-
tomobiles) standards in the U.S. and Europe 
combined cut. Unfortunately, what the media 
doesn’t spotlight gets buried under the reitera-
tions of China’s inability to immediately solve its 
pollution problems. 

The reality of achieving change is gradual and 
costly. Newsweek claims that the immensity of 
China’s population means China might need new 
“environmentally critical technologies” such as 
wind and solar energy, or electric cars. However, 
renewable energy calls for a new electricity grid, 
which would supply any stored energy when it 
isn’t being used. China’s current 20-year old grid 
lacks the capacity to perform such a function on 
top of already supplying electricity across the 
entire nation, and might require as long as two 
decades or more to change. Does the reality of 
the situation garner sympathy for China’s com-
plex pollution problems? Or perhaps witnessing 
the daily lives of China’s population, forced to 
continue their current way of living and waiting 
for uncertain change to come, overpowers that 
sentiment. For now, and in the many years to 
come, the pollution masks and hazy smog will 
be here to stay, until the day China finally gets a 

http://latitudenews.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/china-factory

http://dailysignal.com/wp-content/uploads/China8.jpg
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MORE THAN SEVENTY 
years following the end of World 
War II, the Japanese and South 
Korean governments have finally 
decided to settle their longtime 
dispute regarding the issue of 
those euphemistically known 
as “comfort women” — women 
who were forced to serve as sex 
workers to the Japanese Impe-
rial Army. The landmark deal 
comprised of a formal apology 
for the “immeasurable pain and 
incurable physical and psycho-
logical wounds” that the wom-
en experienced during the war 
along with Japan accepting 
moral responsibility for the issue, 
promising 1 billion yen (around 
$8.3 million) as a “humanitarian” 
fund for the few remaining sur-
vivors. In exchange, Prime Min-
ister Shinzo Abe and his admin-
istration has asked that a statue 
symbolizing “comfort women” in 
front of the Japanese Embassy 
in Seoul be removed and that 
“future generations should not 
have to keep [apologizing and 
expressing its remorse over the 
issue.]” In short, the South Ko-
rean government has promised 
not to criticize Japan or men-
tion this issue in the future in 
exchange for an apology and 
monetary compensation.

Although both the United-
States and South Korean gov-
ernments have applauded the 
agreement as a landmark step 

in improving relations between 
Japan and South Korea, this 
deal has received heavy criti-
cism from the Korean popula-
tion. Initial Korean Realmeter 
polls of 508 South Korean adults 
nationwide showed that 51% 
were against the deal, 43% sup-
ported the deal, and 6% were 
undecided. 

The deal has been especially 
insulting to the forty-six surviving 
“comfort women” of the tens of 
thousands who were forced to 
work in brothels, as they were 
not consulted nor told of the 
deal while it was being negoti-
ated. Several South Korean 
groups that support the “com-
fort women” have already spo-
ken out against the deal and a 
majority of the forty-six remain-
ing also expressed criticism 
and disappointment in the Park 
administration, with one of the 
women, Lee Yong-Soo, explicit-
ly stating that the deal “does not 
reflect the views of former com-
fort women [who have passed 
away]” and the remaining wom-
en will be ignoring it.

Following the announcement 
of the deal, in an effort to win 
approval, foreign minister Yun 
Byung-Se visited the House 
of Sharing, a shelter for former 
“comfort women,” where he was 
severely criticized by the women 
who were there. Lee Yong-Soo 
asked Yun “which country [he] 

belongs to,” proclaiming that the 
South Korean government was 
“again killing and ignoring” the 
victims who suffered from these 
ordeals because the country 
had been too weak to protect 
them in the first place, a state-
ment she reiterated at one of the 
weekly rallies of people in front 
of the Japanese embassy pro-
testing in their name. Another 
survivor, Kim Kun-Ja, told vice 
foreign minister Cho Tae-Yul at 
a different meeting that “[the re-
maining women] would not ac-
cept [the deal],” as “[the women] 
are the victims,” so the govern-
ment had no right to “rashly 
reach a deal” without their input.

Protesters of the deal took is-
sue with the fact that the $8.3 
million offered by the Japanese 
government weren’t given as 
official reparations by the state, 
but instead as a humanitarian 
contribution. And while the re-
maining women are more fo-
cused on “Japan [making] offi-
cial reparations for the crime it 
has committed”(lee yong soo), 
others have found the $8.3 mil-
lion payment to be insulting, as 
dividing the sum among each 
remaining survivor (excluding 
taxes),  roughly $180,000 is left 
per survivor. Poor compensation 
aside, Korean officials have also 
stated that the women would 
most likely not receive any cash 
payments, and instead receive 
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the funds indirectly through a 
foundation established to of-
fer medical, nursing, and other 
services. 

Japan’s refusal to acknowl-
edge legal responsibility was 
exacerbated by the fact that 
only a few weeks after the an-
nouncement of the deal, Ja-
pan’s deputy foreign minister 
Shinsuke Sugiyama told a UN 
panel in Geneva that there was 
no evidence that the Japanese 
government or military was 
involved in “[forcing] comfort 
women into sexual servitude” 
with the original claim com-
ing from a false testimony by 

a former Japanese soldier. 
However, his statement fails to 
acknowledge the testimonies 
of the survivors themselves 
as well as additional evidence 
gathered by historians. 

Even without the deputy 
foreign minister’s statements, 
many protesters and “comfort 
women” felt that the apologies 
were “insincere” and simply “lip 
service” with no real improve-

ment on the Kono Statement. 
The Kono Statement refers to 
a statement by Japan’s then-
Chief Cabinet Secretary Yohei 
Kono in 1993 admitting that 
private recruiters, under the re-
quest of the Japanese military, 
had coerced women into sex-
ual servitude during World War 
II. When current Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe began his first term 
in 2007, he denied the valid-
ity of the Kono Statement and 
sought to revise it.

Protesters also took issue 
with the fact that South Korean 
Foreign Minister Yun Byung-se, 
who was largely involved with 

and signed the official state-
ment, hinted at the possible 
removal of a statue symboliz-
ing “comfort women” erected 
in front of the Japanese em-
bassy in Seoul by civic groups 
and activists. Despite mixed 
reviews on the deal itself, pop-
ular sentiment in Korea sup-
ports leaving the statue as it is 
with protesters vowing to resist 
any attempts to remove it. 

Aside from protesters and 
the survivors, several human 
rights organizations and civil 
groups have denounced the 
deal as it largely ignored the 
victims and focused on po-
litical expediency. The Korean 
Council for the Women Drafted 
for Military Sexual Slavery by 
Japan called the deal “humili-
ating” and “a diplomatic collu-
sion that thoroughly betrayed 
the wishes of comfort women 
and the South Korean people.” 
Amnesty International also re-
leased a statement criticizing 
the women’s absence from the 
negotiating table and that even 

if the South Korean govern-
ment refuses to further speak 
on the topic, it is not an issue 
that has been resolved as the 
women have not received jus-
tice for their suffering. 

This deal has also raised 
other questions, such as the 
issue of justice for surviving 
“comfort women” from other 
countries like China, Taiwan, 
and the Philippines. Unlike the 

GENERASIANS MAGAZINE Spring 2016

14

pa
ge



ht
tp

://
w

w
w.

hn
w

oo
ri.

co
m

/n
ew

s/
ar

tic
leV

iew
.h

tm
l?

id
xn

o=
11

51
25

, h
ttp

://
w

w
w.

da
eje

on
.g

o.
kr

/p
lu

gi
ns

/c
ro

ss
ed

ito
r/b

in
ar

y/
im

ag
-

es
/0

00
04

6/
20

15
03

02
15

01
26

43
4_

NI
Q

06
IV

D.
jp

g,
 h

ttp
://

w
w

w.
ha

nc
in

em
a.

ne
t/6

3-
ye

ar
s-

on
--

co
m

fo
rt-

w
om

en
-te

ll-
th

eir
-s

to
ry

-in
-d

oc
um

en
-

ta
ry

-fi
lm

-2
78

67
.h

tm
l, 

ht
tp

://
th

eo
dy

ss
ey

on
lin

e.
co

m
/o

hi
o-

w
es

ley
an

/k
or

ea
n-

jap
an

es
e-

se
ttl

em
en

t-d
isp

ut
e-

co
m

fo
rt-

w
om

en
/2

61
81

6 

survivors in South Korea, the 
remaining victims in the Philip-
pines have not received any 
apologies, recognition, or com-
pensation from Japan. In addi-
tion, their own government has 
not recognized the sexual slav-
ery these women experienced 
nor raised the issue with Japan. 
In response to this lack of rec-
ognition, the women have since 
listed three demands from both 
governments with no condi-
tions: an apology, compensa-
tion from Japan, and recognition 
from the Philippine government. 

It is no wonder that the vic-
tims demand reparations and 
apologies from Japan. Over the 
years, there have been many 
testimonies from victims of 
the “comfort women” system.
These testimonies detail the 

harsh lives of women who were 
tricked or abducted then forced 
into working in brothels, where 
they were raped every day un

til the end of the war. Many of 
them were sterilized  and the 
ones that weren’t that became 
pregnant were forced to aban-
don their children, if they were 
even born alive. Many con-

tracted sexually transmitted 
diseases. They were threatened 
and beaten if they didn’t com-
ply, and though many ended 
up listening to these men, an 
estimated two-thirds died be-
fore the end of the war, whether 
through disease, murder, or sui-
cide. Even when the war ended, 
the women were left stranded in 
Japan or China where they had 
been stationed. Because of the 
shame and taboo surrounding  
the issue, it wasn’t until 1991
that the first victim went public  
with her story. Since then, the 
remaining women have spoken 
against the travesties commit-
ted during the war, demanding 
apologies and reparations from 
a country that continues to deny 
or play down the crimes com-
mitted. 

“THESE TESTIMONIES DETAIL 
THE HARSH LIVES OF WOM-
EN WHO WERE TRICKED OR 
ABDUCTED, THEN FORCED 
INTO WORKING IN BROTH-
ELS, WHERE THEY WERE 
RAPED EVERY DAY UNTIL 
THE END OF THE WAR.”
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ON FEBRUARY 10, CHINA con-
firmed its first case of the Zika virus in 
a 34-year-old man who had recently 
travelled to South America. Since then, 
more cases have been reported, and a 
3rd case was confirmed on February 19. 
An outbreak of the virus first appeared 
in Brazil in April 2015 and has become 
prevalent throughout all of South Amer-
ica.

According to BBC News, “Chinese 
authorities have downplayed the risk 
of [the Zika virus] spreading there, be-
cause of the winter cold.” The Zika virus 
is spread through mosquito bites and 
can be passed from an infected person 
to a non-infected mosquito, continually 
increasing the amount of airborne carri-
ers. Since mosquitoes are far less active 
in lower temperatures, it is believed that 
this exponential cycle of infection be-
tween mosquitoes and humans will not 
occur in China.

Currently, the Zika virus cannot be 
prevented by a vaccine or drugs, but is 
typically not severe and can be treated 

with a week of rest and fluids. The virus 
itself causes either non-existent or mild 
symptoms, including fever, rash, joint 
pain, and red eyes. Only 1 in 5 people in-
fected become ill, and they do not need 
to seek hospitalization to recover.

The Zika virus’ effects, while tempo-
rary and non-life threatening in most 
cases, are drastically different for preg-
nant women. The virus has been linked 
to abnormal brain development in fetus-
es, leading to either miscarriages or mi-
crocephaly, a condition in which babies 
are born with underdeveloped brains. 

Due to the possible risks the Zika virus 
poses for pregnant women, South Amer-
ican countries have been urging women 
to postpone their pregnancy plans. If the 
cold weather does not prevent mosqui-
toes from spreading the virus throughout 
China, then China may potentially have 
to issue the same warnings. Now that 
China’s one-child policy has been re-
pealed, an increase in pregnancy plans 
is expected, making the Zika virus’s im-
plications in China untimely and grave.

ZIKA
VIRUS 

REACHES 
CHINA

michelle quin ‘19

deccanchronicle.com huffingtonpost.com 

businessinsider.com

politicsmadepublic.com
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ASIAN AMERICANS & 
THE PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN

WITH THE PRIMARIES WELL under-
way, the 2016 presidential election is right 
around the corner. As of April 18, 2016, 
for the Democratic Party, Clinton is slimly 
overtaking Sanders with a delegate count 
of 1,305 to 1,086 respectively. On the Re-
publican side, Trump takes the lead with 
742 delegate votes followed by Cruz (529), 
and Kasich (143). According to a Gallup 
poll, however, among Asian Americans, 
Bernie Sanders is more popular than Hillary 
Clinton by eight percent. The Republican 
candidates are highly unpopular with Asian 
American citizens, scoring negative favora-
bility points. In fact, Trump leads the pack 
in being the least popular by scoring a net 
favorability of -43 percentage points. This 

is unsurprising as Asian Americans have, in 
the last two decades, shifted their votes to-
ward the Democratic Party. During the 2012 
presidential campaign, Obama received 
73% of the Asian American vote. This per-
centage even exceeded those of other 
Obama supporters: Hispanic (71%) and 
women (55%).  Although there are many ex-
planations for the overwhelming support for 
Democrats, one likely explanation points to 
the anti-immigration sentiments that many 
Republican candidates have expressed as 
part of their political platform.  Perceived as 
less welcoming than the Democratic Party, 
the Republican Party fails to not only gain 
the support of Asian Americans, but other 
minorities as well. 

judy zhang ‘17

% UNFAVORABLE % FAVORABLE

Aggregated Gallup data Sept.1 - Nov. 29, 2015

huffingtonpost.com 

businessinsider.com

politicsmadepublic.com
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VANISHING NOMADIC AND 
INDIGENOUS TRADITIONS

THIS YEAR AT THE SUNDANCE FILM FESTIVAL, THE EAGLE HUNTRESS—a 
documentary about the central Asian tradition of eagle hunting—was premiered. The 
film follows the coming-of-age of 13 year old Aisholpan, one of the Kazakh people 
who inhabit the Altai mountain range of western Mongolia. Remarkably, Aisholpan 
is the first female eagle hunter in the 2000 year old Kazakh tradition—however, she 
may also be the last: today, there are only 250 eagle hunters actively practicing the 
tradition. This tradition, like many other nomadic and indigenous traditions across the 
Asian continent, are slowly disappearing in the wake of increasingly prevalent modern 
technology and government resettlement schemes. These schemes aim to compel 
nomadic peoples to adopt a sedentary or “modern” way of life, and are occurring all 

over the Asian continent, as evidenced by a few of the traditions explored here.

BOAT DWELLERS OF 
SOUTHERN CHINA

The boat dwelling people of Southern China 
(more commonly known as Tanka) are their 
own ethnic group, and have traditionally 
lived off the coasts of Guangdong, Zhejiang, 
Guangxi, Fujian, Hainan and Hong Kong in 
small boat-houses or junks. The term “Tan-
ka” can carry negative connotations and 
boat dwellers themselves do not use this 
term. As small-scale fishing off the South 
China coast slowly becomes obsolete in the 
wake of overfishing by large industrial trawl-
ers, increasing proportions of the younger 
generation of boat dwellers have chosen to 
settle in urbanized areas populated by eth-
nic Han (the largest ethnic group in China).  
The erosion of the boat dwelling way of life 
has occurred slowly over the last century, 
augmented by various factors. For instance, 
reclamation of land outside Shanghai in the 
1960s forced boat dwellers to relocate to 
surrounding islands; and even today in the 
wake of the Chinese economic boom, off-
shore reclamation remains a major force in 
displacing boat dwellers.

BEDOUINS OF IRAQ
An Arabic-speaking nomadic people, the Bed-
ouins—who have inhabited West Asia and the 
Middle East—have recently seen their traditional 
way of existence threatened in countries such as 
Iraq. Over the last 30 years, the Iraqi government 
has made various attempts at settling the Bed-
ouin—goat and camel herders who traditionally 
travelled across the region with no regard for po-
litical borders. Schemes in the 1990s included 
providing land for Bedouin people to settle per-
manently on at no cost. Those who have chosen 
to resettle in agricultural societies retain many of 
their Bedouin traditions: houses are sometimes 
still crafted from sheepskin, tribe members live in 
close proximity and share a policy of openness 
and hospitality.

kendra cui ‘18
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YUPIK OF EASTERN RUSSIA
Yupik Inuit have traditionally settled in the Siberia of East Russia 
(among other Arctic regions). While the Canadian and Scandi-
navian Inuit have seen improved ties with their respective gov-
ernments over issues such as protecting indigenous lands and 
cultures, the Yupik Inuit of Siberia have been suffering through a 
period of cultural erasure since the Soviet era. During the latter 
part of the 20th century, the Soviet government sent many Inuit 
children to state boarding schools, where they were prevented 
from studying Inuit culture and traditional practices. Additionally 
in the 1960s, over 800 people—amounting to 70% of the Chuk-
chi Peninsula population of Inuit people—were forcibly relocated 
by the Soviet government. For many Inuit, relocation from fertile 
hunting and fishing grounds signaled an inevitable decline of the 
Inuit culture, as many Inuit customs are connected to the hunt-

ing of land- and sea-dwelling animals. 

ANIMAL HERDERS
IN MONGOLIA

For centuries, following horse, cow and sheep 
herds as they continually travel new grazing pas-
tures has been an established way of life in the 
Southern Mongolian steppe. However, recent 
government and economic initiatives have been 
increasingly displacing these nomads from their 
traditional way of life. The Oyu Tolgoi and Tayan 
Nuur mines, funded by the World Bank and Eu-
ropean Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
respectively (amongst other organizations), have 
been particularly destructive for nomadic herd-
ers. While some herders have adjusted to these 
developments by seeking new pastures after their 
traditional water sources and grazing grounds 
have become contaminated due the mines, oth-
ers have been fully displaced and have switched to 
a sedentary lifestyle. For many who have chosen 
to make the lifestyle switch, it has been a difficult 
adjustment: 74% of those displaced by the Tayan 
Nuur mine did not receive compensation for lost 
livestock. Meanwhile, the government does not 
consider these herders indigenous peoples, mean-
ing that the cultural and religious significance of the 
land around these mines were not accounted for 
during the development of these mining projects.  

wikimedia.org



shan lee ‘16 // singapore 



SMILES
AROUND

THE WORLD

hiya vazirani ‘19 // Foot of the Himalayas at an Ashram on the Ganges River

liku abera ‘17 // vietnam



UPDATES
FROM ABROAD: 

A REFLECTION ON 
MY TIME IN NEPAL

isabelle st. clair ‘17
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http://www.columbian.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Nepal-Quake-Recovery.JPEG5_.jpg

ON SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 2015, A 7.8 EARTHQUAKE HIT the 
area between Kathmandu and Pokhara, Nepal. The earthquake led to 
the death of 9,000 people and the destruction of 900,000 homes as 
well as the demolition of several temples and shrines - many of which 
were UNESCO World Heritage sites.  In the days following, the gov-
ernment, widely unprepared for the disaster seismologists had pre-
dicted, scrambled to attend to the needs of its people. Even today, the 
country struggles to recover from the earthquake’s lingering effects. 
Temporary housing provided by the Red Cross and uncleared rubble 
continue to litter the city. 

Last fall, I participated in a human rights comparative program 
through SIT (School of International Training) that took me to Nepal, 
Jordan, and Chile. During the summer leading up to my departure, 
there were rumors that my program would send its students to India 
that year instead of Nepal as the country had just begun reconstruc-
tion. We were alerted towards the end of July that we would indeed be 
traveling to Nepal that September. And while we would be studying the 
Maoist insurgency (1996-2006), the issues surrounding Tibetan and 
Bhutanese refugees, and the women’s rights movement, we would 
also be focusing on the earthquake and disaster relief. 

During my month-long stay in Nepal, I lived with a wonderful 
host-family. They lived in an area called Patan, a city just south of 
Kathmandu. The UNESCO World Heritage site, Patan Durbar Square 
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(which was only a two-minute 
walk from my host-family’s house) 
was badly damaged. Many el-
evated platforms, one home to 
Hindu temples and Buddhist 
shrines, were empty. Pieces that 
had been saved from the wreck-
age were on display in the neigh-
boring museum, awaiting proper 
preservation and restoration. On 
my way to school, in the opposite 
direction of Patan Dubar Square, I 
passed Red Cross tents stranded 
in the middle of empty intersec-
tions and shaky scaffolding cling-
ing to the sides of tall houses. 
Even though the remnants of the 
tragic earthquake were all around 
me, I never once felt unsafe while 
traveling around. 

On that fateful day in April, 
my host-grandmother, who was 
alone and not at home at the time, 
had fallen because of the heaving 
ground and injured her arm. Ner-
vous about injuring herself again, 
she now refuses to go outside 
without her husband or son. My 
host-father, a tour guide, also 
told me how difficult it has been 
for him to find jobs. Many people 
are scared of coming to Nepal, 
he once told me, because the 
earthquake made it a dangerous 
place. For Nepal, tourism is one 
of the country’s largest source 
of foreign exchange and reve-
nue. With tourism at an all time 
low, the money for preservation 
and restoration efforts has mostly 
come from international aid orga-
nizations. 

But why was the country so 
unprepared to handle the earth-
quake to begin with? At the time 
of the earthquake, Nepal had no 
written Constitution, inhibiting any 
process of enacting policies that 
could help victims of the disaster. 
The tension between political par-

ties prevented the country from 
implementing the National Strate-
gy for Disaster Risk Management, 
finalized in 2008. Besides the ab-
sence of crucial legislation, Nepal 
lacks a solid and effective gov-
ernmental system at local levels, 
undermining equal distribution of 
aid in multiple municipal districts. 
Furthermore, from 1996-2006, 
Nepal was engaged in a civil war 
between the Maoist insurgency 
and government. Thousands of 
innocent civilians were caught in 
the crossfire and many more were 

left traumatized. Slow transitional 
justice efforts have fractured the 
country, allowing government of-
ficials to dictate collective mem-
ory and refuse accountability. For 
example, UK aid aircraft carriers 
were denied access to certain 
villages due to the Nepali gov-
ernment’s growing resentment 
towards the UK over their ongo-
ing prosecution of Colonel Kumar 
Lama, an army officer accused of 
torture during the Maoist insur-
gency. Additionally, the govern-
ment also implemented a “one-
door policy,” which forced all aid 
to pass through the Prime Minis-
ter’s office. This channel of money 
has left much of the monetary aid 
to collect in the PM’s fund, rather 
than be used across the country.  

Fortunately, the disaster wasn’t 
as bad as it could have been. 
First, because the earthquake 
struck on a Saturday, most 
school children were home. If the 
disaster had happened during the 
week, many more children would 
have been killed. Second, Nepal 
has a strong civil society. In the 
aftermath of the earthquake, hun-
dreds of Nepali people who had 
not been deeply affected rushed 
to the aid of their neighbors and 
friends. Local NGOs working 
closely with women, Dalits, and 
individuals with disabilities were 
the first to respond to their needs 
and demands for equal disaster 
relief. They rerouted money to 
divert it from going through the 
Prime Minister’s Disaster Fund, 
they provided their homes for 
those who had lost their homes, 
and more. With monetary help 
from the government, these local 
NGOS could provide them with 
resources today. 

Unfortunately, there continue 
to be delays in the National Re-
construction Authority. Through-
out the winter, families were left 
without proper shelter and young 
children and seniors were partic-
ularly vulnerable to the cold. While 
I was in Nepal, I saw a lot of in-
ternational and national organiza-
tions rebuilding homes (a group 
of my friends actually spent their 
free days helping one NGO). But 
Nepal still has a long way to go 
before reaching a complete re-
covery. With the passing of the 
Constitution this September (I 
was there when it was passed), 
there is hope that the government 
will be able to better implement 
disaster recovery. After a month 
of living there, listening to my 
host-family, and seeing the coun-
try, I can see it happening.

“Even today, the 
country struggles 
to recover from 
the earthquake’s 
lingering effects. 
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21-YEAR-OLD YUZURU HA-
nyu is breaking all records in the 
figure skating world. Back in De-
cember he bested his own high 
score to win his third consecutive 
Grand Prix final title, leaving other 
competitors in the dust. In 2014 
he was crowned Olympic champi-
on and world champion for men’s 
figure skating, in addition to being 
(now) a three-time Grand Prix 
Final champion, the 2010 world 
junior champion, the 2009 Ju-
nior Grand Prix Final champi-
on and a four-time Japanese 
champion. Hanyu is also the first 
Japanese man to win an Olympic 
gold medal in figure skating. He 
holds the current world re-
cord for the short pro-
gram, long program, 
and total program 

score.
To give a brief over-

view of figure skating, competitors 
must perform twice. Their first per-
formance is known as a short pro-
gram. The short program is ap-
proximately two minutes and fifty 
seconds and has a prescribed list 
of moves that the competitor has 
to perform including a high level 
jump of three revolutions in the 
air, a spin with varying positions, 
and a footwork sequence. The 

second performance is called 
either a long or free skate 

program because this 
routine lasts about 
four and a half min-
utes. The require-
ments are similar 
to the short,but the 
quantity of moves is 

much great-
er. The competi-

tors are then ranked based on the 
scores of their program. Program 
scores are judged using a system 
known as the International Judging 
System (IJS) which awards points 
based on a variety of factors such 
as execution and presentation. 
The final placements are the result 
of the short program score add-
ed with the long program score. A 
typical total winning score is in the 
high 200 point range. 

Hanyu has surpassed all pre-
vious records by breaking 300 
points. His own record, as well 
as the world record, is current-
ly at 330.43 points. His amazing 
success has raised the bar for fel-
low competitors and for the future 
of figure skating. It will be exciting 
to see how far this sport can push 
the boundaries and defy gravity 
even more than it already has!

kealani finegan ‘19
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IN EAST ASIAN COUNTRIES, 
news about suicides are—sadly—no 
longer news. While world suicide rates 
have increased by 60% over the past 45 
years, this increase has not been uni-
form across different countries.1 Even 
within Asia, suicide rates are uncom-
monly high amongst East Asian coun-
tries: while the world average suicide 
rate is 16 per 100,000 people, China, 
Japan and South Korea have respec-
tive suicide rates of 17, 19 and 22 per 
100,000 people. (Laos also has an un-
commonly high suicide rate of 26 per 
100,000—an anomaly when compared 
to its neighbors in South Asia.)2 Why ex-
actly are suicide rates so much higher 
in East Asia than in the rest of the Asian 
continent? And if we are to use suicide 
rates as a proxy for measuring the hap-
piness, does this mean that East Asian 
countries are less happy?

East Asian countries in particular have 
experienced massive social change over 
the past half century. Japan recovered 
from two nuclear bombings to become 
the third largest economy in the world; 
South Korea endured colonization and 
two wars within the span of two decades 
to become the 11th largest economy 
in the world3, while China—which only 
30 years ago was completely sealed 
off to the world and had 800 million in-
habitants living in poverty4—has seen 
exponential but uneven growth in its 
economy, making it the second largest 
economy in the world today. It is not im-
plausible to suggest that such sudden 
social and economic change could in-
crease unhappiness in these countries. 

In China, for example, the benefits 
of the economic boom have been dis-
tributed extremely unevenly throughout 
the country (as evidenced by its Gini co-

efficient of 0.73)5, with most of the wealth concentrated in 
Eastern coastal regions of the country. Migrant workers who 
travel from poorer inland areas seeking jobs in more affluent 
coastal cities often leave behind their families for years at a 
time, increasing familial and social discord. The staggering 
economic growth East Asian countries have undergone in 
the past half-century has also fostered national mentalities 
whereby economic prosperity is viewed as the primary means 
to social success and a good reputation, pressuring many 
middle-class families to scramble up the socio-economic 
ladder. This has resulted in work environments where work-
ers are applauded for working overtime: overtime work not 
only attests to an employee’s diligence and commitment to 
establishing a stable lifestyle, it also gives face. In Japan, for 
example, 22% of the employed labor force works above 50 
hours per week, resulting in 100 documented overwork-re-
lated deaths (stroke, heart attacks and suicide) in 2013.6 
Lack of legislation further exacerbates this problem: Hong 
Kong has no legislation on maximum working hours or over-
time pay, while Japan does not limit workers’ overtime hours. 
These countries face an additional problem: a slowly aging 
population means that a smaller number of younger workers 
must eventually shoulder the same number of working hours, 
possibly setting the scene for greater overwork and stress in 
the next few decades. 

And the rat race up the socio-economic ladder starts ear-
ly. In many East Asian countries, standardized testing in the 
public school system is extremely prevalent, with children 
even at the ages of three and four attending extra tutorial 
classes in an attempt to obtain a place at elite kindergar-
tens—often viewed as the starting point for economically 

ARE EAST ASIAN 
COUNTRIES LESS HAPPY?

kendra cui ‘19
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prosperous jobs. This standardized testing continues all the 
way through high school and is probably most infamous in 
the form of the Chinese gaokao, when 9 million students take 
a nine-hour high-stakes examination which is the sole factor 
for determining the tier of university they will enter.7 Spots at 
tier one universities (considered the best universities) such 
as Beijing and Qinghua Universities are most coveted—the 
acceptance rate is less than 0.1%.8

Yet Asia is a large continent—it would indeed be mislead-
ing to characterize all Asian countries as uniformly unhappy 
and stressed out. Take Bhutan, for example. Instead of using 
GDP, Bhutan’s measure of economic productivity is Gross 
National Happiness. GNH was developed in 1972 as a way 
of countering the materialism that GDP—developed by West-
ern countries—may inadvertently foster; Bhutan’s policies are 
focused on raising GNH through social and economic poli-
cies based on Buddhist values and teachings.

This brings us to an interesting turning point. Certainly, 
the fact that East Asian countries do not use GNH as an 
indicator of the country’s overall well-being may explain the 
high levels of dissatisfaction and suicides in those countries. 
Yet it is also interesting to point out another common thread 
that links East Asian countries: Confucianism. Even Buddhist 
teachings that have entered China, Japan and Korea from 
Western Asia have been shaped by Confucian values. Cen-
tral to Confucius’s teachings is that members of society must 
live up to and exceed the responsibilities placed on them. 
In other words, privilege is earned, not bestowed through 
birth. Given that Confucius’ teachings have pervaded so-
cial norms of East Asian countries in myriad ways, it would 

not be implausible to suggest that the 
self-imposed pressure (perpetuated by 
parents, teachers and employers) to ful-
fill societal expectations—by performing 
well in school and the workplace—con-
tributes to the unhappiness present in 
East Asian countries. 

To truly draw the link between Confu-
cianism and increased discontent as a 
society, however, more extensive stud-
ies must be carried out first: one could, 
for example, examine disparities in sui-
cide rates between west China (where 
Buddhism and Islam are more prom-
inent religions) and east China (where 
Confucianism has had a much stronger 
impact on lifestyle and outlook). For the 
time being, however, it is important to 
recognize and work to reduce the dis-
proportionately high suicide rates in East 
Asian countries. An unconventional way 
of addressing this is to take a hard and 
fast look at what makes a society hap-
py and healthy. After all, as Bhutan has 
demonstrated, increasing national hap-
piness through government policy is not 
an unfeasible or impractical idea. Per-
haps gross national happiness should 
form a larger part of other governments’ 
economic and social policies. 

GINI COEFFICIENT OVER TIME (1981-2008)

GENERASIANS MAGAZINE Spring 2016

27

pa
ge



GENERASIANS MAGAZINE Spring 2016

28

pa
ge

AN  I N T E RV I EW  W I T H   P RO F.

SUN-HEE LEE

1. What is the trajectory of the Korean Pro-
gram in Wellesley college?

 
After the Wellesley administration decided to of-

fer Korean courses in 2004, the program officially 
started in 2005. There has been a lot of efforts over 
fifteen years since around 1989. The students then 
got together and tried to bring the Korean cours-
es first. But it was very difficult. So they mobilized 
worked together with other interested student 
organizations, including the Korean Student As-
sociation (KSA). These students wrote letters and 
invited Korean instructors on campus to teach liter-
ature, but they also really wanted to have language 
courses for a long time. In the early 2000s, the first 
Wellesley Asian Action Movement-Siblings Lead-
ing Action for Multiculturalism (WAAM-SLAM) hap-
pened, with the demand for Korean courses being 
a part of the movement. The students occupied the 
president’s office, held demonstrations, and went 
on hunger strikes. As a result of the consistent ef-

forts and collaborative work, the administration 
promised that they would offer Korean courses. 
So my position was created and the program has 
since been supported by the Korea Foundation. 

In 2005, the Korean Program offered first-year 
and second-year language courses. In addition 
to that, I developed a course about language and 
gender in modern Korean society, and that was the 
very first year of the Korean Program.

Since the program was created, there has been 
a lot of events and special lectures in order to pro-
mote the Korean groups and encourage those in-
terested in learning about Korean culture. There 
have been events, such as the P’ansori perfor-
mance, witnesses by comfort women, and artists’ 
performances. I have also hosted several lectures 
by artists and figures in Korean literature.

When I calculated two years ago, there had been 
an average of two main Korean events on campus 
every semester since the program started.

DIRECTOR OF KOREAN PROGRAM
jy lee ‘18

In celebrating the 10th Anniversary of the Ko-
rean Program of the East Asian Languages and 
Cultures Department, JY Lee from GenerAsians 
interviewed Professor Sun-Hee Lee, the Direc-
tor of the Korean Program at Wellesley College. 

Professor Lee, who has been fostering the Ko-
rean Program since her arrival to Wellesley in Fall 
2005, discusses how the program was established 
and has since expanded with remarkable effort 
from the student body. Professor Lee highlights 
the importance of collaborative work between fac-
ulty and students in making the program a real-
ity — and she envisions its advancing growth with 
higher quality education in Korean language, cul-
ture, and history in Wellesley College and beyond.
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2. What has been the most memorable mo-
ment for you as the director of the Korean 
Program since the day you began teaching at 
Wellesley?

I experienced the struggles that most Asian 
AProbably the first year, when I arrived at the 
Wellesley campus without any prior knowledge of 
the history of how the students had contributed 
to the establishment of the Korean Program. One 
of the students stood up during class and almost 
cried as she told me how she was to have the 
Korean courses on campus after persistently pe-
titioning for the Korean Program for three years. I 
especially cannot forget the first years’ feeling of 
gratitude and excitement.

Additionally, we started to bring in Korean lec-
turers and language assistants from Korea. The 
language assistants live in the dorms and organ-
ize events, becoming a part of the community. I 
think that their presence on campus is very valu-
able because the students can learn about the 
young culture of Korea and build stronger con-
nections. Therefore, I personally emphasize the 
critical roles of the language assistants as they 
provide an efficient way of learning a language 
and creating an authentic learning environment.  

3. the Korean Program is a relatively neW 
Program on camPus and it is clear that the 
Program has been established With strong suP-
Port from the student body. What are the 
Ways in Which students or other members of 
the Wellesley community can contribute to 
further develoPment of the Program?

Of course for the future, we need more cours-
es related to Korea, including history 
and anthropology, and teaching po-
sitions. It has always been a strug-
gle for us to bring more resources in 
terms of teaching. Hopefully, we can 
have at least one more permanent 
position for teaching cultural or oth-
er content-focused courses. Hav-
ing such an addition to the program 
could lead to the development of a 
Korean major in the EALC depart-
ment.

At the same time, I need support 
from the KSA and students in the Ko-

rean classes. Communication with students has 
been my primary concern. Talking to students al-
ways opens my eyes, giving me a chance to see 
their creativity first-hand and listen to some won-
derful suggestions. They really helped build up 
the program and solidify the curriculum, making 
the Korean Program more visible in the process.

It’s the 10th Anniversary and I can clearly say 
that the program has been maintaining a fully 
fledged curriculum. Now we have grown up, and 
these upcoming years are the most important. 
We have the basic building blocks right now, but 
the next decade will be more important than the 
beginning. This is the opportunity for the pro-
gram to be strengthened. The Wellesley Korean 
Program has helped MIT for the last two years. 
Although it was a quite painstaking process for 
the language instructors to commute to MIT in 
order to teach the Korean language courses, it 
was very meaningful as our curriculum also be-
came stronger. We also made our names more 
recognizable by other institutions and encour-
aged them to have their own Korean instructors.

4) hoW do you envision a fully develoPed Ko-
rean Program and Where is it heading to-
Wards?

We have our foundation courses well-estab-
lished. For the next decade, I would really like to 
put more focus on the quality of the language 
and content courses. I will keep working on 
developing new courses and bringing more re-
sources, such as internship opportunities and 
study abroad programs, for the students to con-
nect their classroom knowledge to the world.



THE END OF 
CHINA’S ONE 
CHILD POLICY



On Thursday, October 29, 2016, China announced the end of its decades- old one 
child policy. Now, married couples are allowed to have two children. In the years following 
China’s historic cultural revolution,there was a national call to slow the exploding popula-
tion growth. During the 1970s, government institutions under Deng Xiaoping’s leadership 
established family planning programs that encouraged families to have one child. By 1980, 
the flourishing Communist Party forced 38 million couples to only have one child each, and 
by 1982, birth control was written in the constitution. Like in most societies, boys are val-
ued above girls since Chinese birth parents believe sons can better provide for them. Thus, 
thousands of infant girls have been put up for adoption. 

I was one of them. 
I was born in Tongling, a city in An Hui province. The story goes that I was left on the 

steps of an orphanage when I was only a few days old. Four months later, I was adopted by 
a single white mother from New York City — and with that, I began my life as an American 
citizen far away from my Chinese roots. Growing up, I knew I was adopted; it was obvious. 
But what was less clear, and is still unclear today, is why exactly I was placed in an orphan-
age. China’s one child policy seemed like a feeble answer. But with no other information, 
it was the answer I, and many other Chinese adoptees, accepted. So last fall, when I was 
studying abroad and heard about the end of the policy, I was uncertain how to react. And 
I guess I still am now. 

I digress to explain the results of the one child policy. After formally introducing the policy 
in the early 1980s, the Chinese government had a very intrusive role in women’s reproduc-
tive choices. The government not only regulated and approved of forced abortions, but also 
governed illegal insertion intrauterine devices. While the human rights of women and their 
families were clearly violated, the policy did decrease population growth. But as a result, the 
aging population greatly outnumbers the younger generation. In addition, because most 
families preferred boys over girls, there is a vast gender imbalance in the country — which 
contributes to the decrease in children being born every year. The economic fear of a huge 
retired population with no support system drove the current Chinese government to recon-
sider and ultimately change the policy from one child to 

While this certainly gives women and their families autonomy in choosing the composi-
tion of their family, many human rights advocates and activists do not believe this will end 
forced abortions, sterilization, and other human rights violating forms of birth control. And 
they have only pointed out that changing the policy will not provide relief for the millions of 
families whose lives were ripped apart by it. It a step in a direction, but is it the right one?

To return to how my life and experiences fit into all of this, I don’t know what to make of 
China’s change. My life was dramatically altered because of it. I live a very privileged life, a 
life I certainly would not have been able to have if I had not been adopted. But I was also 
ripped away from my home country, and constantly straddle two worlds and two cultures. I 
am angry that an institution dictated the outcome of my life. I am sad that it caused my birth 
family, as well as many others, pain and suffering. But it also opened me to a realm of new 
opportunities. What it has done is brought these two worlds, these two cultures, together 
in an entwined way that may not be good, but is certainly incredible.

isabelle st. clair ‘17
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a Wellesley student from the class of 2019

a Wellesley student from the class of 2019

Zixia (Linda) Liu
Zixia

THREE YEARS AGO, I WAS 
spared from Beijing’s heat wave 
and came to enjoy a pleasant 
summer at one of the summer 
schools in New England. Most 
students were from the States; 
some were international. My life 
was academically-loaded but sin-
gle-minded, naïve, and carefree, 
until people started to ask about 
my names. 

“So,” 14-year-old Dafne from 
Turkey asked, “how can you be 
both Zixia and Linda? Like, how 
can you have two names?” 

Pause. I was a bit shocked. No 
one had ever questioned my mul-
tiple names before. All my friends 
back home have two names at 
least. Beside our formal names, 
we also have English names for 
school, and informal names that 
only family members can use to 
refer to us. Take me as an exam-
ple. My formal name is Zixia Liu, 
English name – Linda, informal 
name - Shanshan.

“Zixia is my real name,” I tried to 
explain, “and because it is manda-
tory to learn English at school, and 
elementary school teachers want 
to make learning fun, I got my En-
glish name.”

Dafne gave me a confused 
smile. “I learned English at school 

without having to get an ‘English’ 
name…”

One of the many benefits (or 
difficulties) of leaving a familiar 
environment is that people will 
challenge your values and things 
you take for granted. Dafne was 
intellectually curious, as college 

admissions officers would coin it. 
Her question pointed to an inter-
esting aspect of my identity that 
back then I was still too young to 
understand. That summer, I went 
back home and continued with 
my life as a Chinese student. Her 
question became no concern of 
mine.

Two summers flew past and it 
came to the time when I was go-
ing off to college. I felt unprepared. 
For one thing, I still needed to 
pack, and hadn’t even begun do-
ing so. But my friends seemed to 
have started wrestling with deeper 
questions. On Wechat, one of my 
friends asked me if I would use my 
Chinese name at Wellesley (see, 
my life was stimulated by good 
questions, and it still is). I was 

shocked again by how much peo-
ple were thinking ahead. It took 
me awhile to get back to her, but 
at last I decided. “I kinda want to, 
but I’m not sure if people can pro-
nounce it right.”

“I had the same concern,” she 
said, “but Jamie, my mentor, told 

me that if 
people re-
ally want 
to get to 
know me, 
they will 

take the effort to learn my name.”
“But I don’t want to drill people 

about correctly pronouncing my 
name,” I thought.

Some weeks later, we both 
came to Wellesley. She ditched 
Grace and became Caiqin; I 
ditched Zixia and was still Linda.

First semester of college, I took 
a public-speaking class with a 
very charming professor. She had 
a strong presence and was a great 
force of life. In her class, we talked 
a lot about names, and she en-
couraged me to use my Chinese 
name. “I like that you are now us-
ing your real name!” She wrote on 
my end-term paper.

Outside of class, I continued 
with my English name. Deep down, 
I felt lost. Which name should I 

zixia (linda) liu ‘19

THENAME
– DOES YOUR NAME SPELL OUT WHO YOU REALLY ARE?

CONTROVERSY

Deep down, I felt lost. 
Which name should I use? 
Which one better represents me?

“
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a Wellesley student from the class of 2019
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Zixia (Linda) Liu
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Liu

use? Which one better represents 
me? For starter, I’ve been using 
Linda for at least thirteen years, 
and this English name is only five 
years younger than my Chinese 
name. Beyond my attachment 
to Linda, it just didn’t feel right 
to use my Chinese name here in 
the U.S. Zixia somehow made me 
feel vulnerable and fragile, as vul-
nerable as when you find out that 
you are half-naked in front of fifty 
properly-clothed classmates. It 
felt like I was exposing something 
extremely personal to the public.

To figure out how I should refer 
to myself, I made a list of all the 
possible combinations:

“Zixia Liu says: I am Chinese, 
and want to be perceived that 
way. Zixia (Linda) Liu indicates 
that Linda is my nickname. And 
then, Linda Liu …”

What does Linda Liu indicate? 
In primary and middle school, I 
was Linda in my English class 
and 刘梓侠 in all my other class-
es. Linda Liu became my name 
when I went to the international 
division of my high school. For 
one thing, I think this combina-
tion of an English first name and 
a Chinese last name manifests 
globalization on a personal level. 
English is the global language; in 
China, schools in both the cities 
and the countryside teach stu-
dents English, from 7th grade at 
the latest. The degree to which 
our country’s Department of Ed-
ucation values English shows the 
urgency they feel in connecting 
us to the rest of the world.

In today’s world, international 
businesses and collaborations 
are not new concepts; cross-cul-
tural communication is gaining 
popularity. In American, British, 
and Canadian colleges and uni-

versities, even in high schools, 
the population of international 
students is growing. Not only are 
students coming in, many of them 
are going out. At Wellesley, 45% 
of the juniors study abroad every 
year. As the world becomes more 
interconnected, it’s not surprising 
that I have an English name.

What bothers me about Linda 
Liu is its defiance – its acknowl-
edgment of my “temporary resi-
dence.” It hides my alien-looking 
Asian name and helps me keep 
a low-key presence. It states: I 
will only be here for a while, and 
will soon go back to where I “be-
long.” So to make things simple 
during my time here, I will live by 
an “alias” instead of giving people 
the real me.

In contrast, Zixia Liu is a brave 
statement. It says, “I am ready 
to be challenged.” I think for my 
friends who ditched their English 
names, and go by their Asian 
names here in college, they are 
fully ready to embrace life in a 

foreign culture and discover their 
true identities. Being ready to face 
challenges (or charges) for who 
we are, and where we are from, is 
part of this identity.

Despite the connection I feel 
with Zixia, I cannot detach my-
self from Linda. I am Linda, as 
surely as I am Zixia. Coming to 
the States for college has always 
been the plan. At home, my dad 
sometimes calls me Linda. When 
I was younger and didn’t speak 
fluent English, my dad would 
speak English at home to drill me. 
My schools had foreign teachers, 
who brought with them not only 

native English, but also western 
culture itself. Attending college 
in the U.S., I have become even 
more of a cultural hybrid. While 
Chinese is my dominant cultur-
al background, how “pure” is it? 
In China, people celebrate (for 
most, only commercially) Valen-
tine’s Day, Easter, and Christmas. 
People travel to different parts of 
the world to bring back advanced 
knowledge and the “western 
way” of doing things. I belong to 
the generation that is growing up 
with western influences alongside 
Chinese ideals. I cannot delete the 
part of me that Linda represents. 
But at the same time, something 
prevents me from fully embracing 
the name Linda. It might be my 
Chinese heritage, the part of me 
that refuses to be Americanized, 
or the noise from other people, 
trying to tell me how to think. But 
really, how I identify myself mat-
ters the most.

For now, I’m satisfied with my 
temporary solution: I go by both 

names. To those who know me 
by Linda, I am Linda; to those 
who know me as 梓侠, I am Zix-
ia. And to most, I’m Zixia (Linda) 
Liu’ 19. I give them four options 
to choose from – Zixia, Linda, Liu, 
and a Wellesley student from the 
class of 2019.

At times, with my two names, 
I feel slightly foreign in my own 
body, and faintly doubtful of who I 
really am. But I know I’m not alone 
in this controversy. So many of 
you out there with multiple names 
may feel the same way. I hope we 
all find a way to make peace with 
ourselves. Best of luck.

Being ready to face challenges (or charges) for who we 
are, and where we are from, is part of this identity.”“
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FAVORITE
STUDIO GHIBLI MOVIES

A poll with 161 responses.
Here are the 10 films people included most 

often in their top 5 studio ghibli movies.
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 “FOR THE SECOND YEAR IN A ROW, 
the [Oscars] nominations failed to rec-
ognize any minority actors.”  This quote 
from the New York Times is referring to the 
2016 Oscars, which sparked celebrity boy-
cotts and the hashtag #OscarsSoWhite to 
trend on social media. Many were outraged 
by the predominantly white nominating body 
and nominees, and believe that the Oscars 
need to significantly improve representation. 
In response, the Oscars organizers promised 
to make the ceremony itself “the most diverse 
ever,” with presenters of different ethnicities. 
This last-minute response did not provide any 
lasting solutions; in fact, the ceremony ended 
up involving stereotypical Asian jokes that were 
the opposite of inclusive.

When the Oscars nominations were an-

nounced in mid-January, people immediately 
spoke out against the overwhelming lack of 
diversity across the categories, using #Os-
carsSoWhite as their rallying cry. Soon, well-
known people of color announced that they 
would be boycotting the ceremony. Among 
them were Spike Lee, Jada Pinkett Smith, 
Will Smith, Tyrese Gibson, and Michael 
Moore. In an attempt to combat the ris-
ing controversy, the Oscars organizers 
made Chris Rock, an African American 
comedian and actor, the ceremony 
host. They also included more diverse 
presenters, which brought awareness 
to another aspect of the Oscars that 
lacked representation – the ceremony 
itself. However, this increased diver-
sity was a superficial, tempo
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rary addition that did nothing to 
improve the nomination process 
or address the core concerns of 
#OscarsSoWhite.

Surprisingly, while the #Oscars-
SoWhite movement appeared to 
be garnering a large amount of 
support across the nation, only 
23% of Americans polled said 
that they supported the boycott. 
In a different survey, 44% agreed 
that Hollywood has a problem 
with minorities, and 30% said that 
Hollywood’s output doesn’t accu-
rately represent U.S. diversity. This 
means that either less than half 
of America believes there is dis-
crimination in Hollywood or that 
the people who were interested 
enough in the Oscars to complete 
these surveys did not care about 
the campaign. According to Lu-
pita Nyong’o, another reason be-
hind these low numbers could be 
“unconscious prejudice.” People 
do not consciously note that mov-
ies are white-dominated or do not 
consider it an issue. This mindset 
exists in audiences, in Hollywood, 
and in the Oscars nominating 
body alike. 

The Oscars nominating body 
consists mainly of older, white 
males, a fact that many, including 

Tom O’Neil, say contribute to 
this year’s white-cen-

tric nom-

inations. O’Neil, who is the 
founder of Goldderby.com, says 
that, “It’s due to the lack of diver-
sity of [Oscar] voters themselves, 
93 percent of whom are white, 77 
percent male and with an average 
age of 63. This is not representa-
tive of the real world.”

In a statement made by Cheryl 
Boone Isaacs, the president of the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences (who is, interesting-
ly enough, an African American 
woman), she promised to review 

this issue of Oscars diversity, say-
ing, “This is a difficult but import-
ant conversation, and it’s time for 
big changes.” 

However, not everyone agrees 
that the nominating panel is dis-
criminatory or that changes or 
needed. An anonymous voter from 
the panel says, “I’m very offended 
by the idea that some people are 
calling us racists – race was the 

furthest thing from my mind 
when I cast my bal-

lot, and in 

fact 
I nominat-
ed one person of col-
or for an award.” Nominating a 
single person of color for a single 
award is neither terribly impressive 
nor indicative of an unprejudiced 
mindset. It is also a racist com-
ment in itself, since it implies that 
the Oscars is a platform in which 
there only needs to be token peo-
ple of color.

Another argument made against 
the #OscarsSoWhite protest is 
that, while this is indeed the sec-
ond year in a row with no minori-
ty actors nominated, in previous 
years, African American actors 
and actresses have won Oscars. 
They cite ‘Selma’ and ’12 Years 
a Slave’ as examples. This argu-
ment makes the Oscars nomina-
tions seem like a “race quota” type 
of thing. Just because the Oscars 
chose minority actors, movies, 
and other nominees before does 
not mean that they are now ex-
empt from continuing to nominate 
minorities. This need for inclusivity 
also does not mean that the nomi-
nating panel needs to concentrate 
on race and ignore quality, as oth-
ers argue that the #OscarsSoW-
hite movement pushes for. Again, 
this is not about a “race quota,” but 
is about the movies themselves as 
well. The nominating panel typical-
ly chooses “period pieces featur-
ing white British men,” and it does 
not make sense to continue to fo-
cus on one specific type of movie 

as the standard for “quality.”
From all of these 

arguments 

THE OSCARS 
NOMINATING BODY 
CONSISTS MAINLY 
OF OLDER, WHITE 

MALES... ‘THIS IS NOT 
REPRESENTATIVE OF 
THE REAL WORLD.’”

“



https://pmcdeadline2.files.wordpress.com/2016/02/os-
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for 
a n d 
against the #Os-
carsSoWhite boycott emerg-
es another question: how does 
Asian representation fit into the 
picture? Asians have not been 
nearly as vocal as other minorities 
in the Oscars controversy, and the 
lack of Asian celebrities partici-
pating in #OscarsSoWhite attests 
to the lack of Asians in the Hol-
lywood industry. Throughout the 
years, the Oscars have nominated 
only three Asians for a lead actor/
actress role since it first began in 
1929. Only three have won for any 
actor/actress role, including sup-
porting. The only woman of Asian 
descent to have been nominated 
for best actress was Merle Oberon 
in 1935; a half Indian and half 
white actress, Oberon pretended 
she was from Australia in order to 
hide her Indian ancestry. As so-
cial media personality Angry Asian 
Man points out on Twitter: “Fun 
Fact: More white actresses have 
won #Oscars for playing Asians 
than actual Asians actresses have 
won. Period. #OscarsSoWhite.” 
With regards to directing, only four 
Asians have been nominated for 
best director in Oscar history, and 
only one (Ang Lee) has won.

As seen from the above statis-
tics, Asian representation at the 
Oscars does not accurately reflect 
the Asian population in the Unit-
ed States. Asian nominations are 
miniscule and disproportionate, a 

testimony to the lack of roles 
available to Asians in 

Hollywood. 

Chris 
Rock and 
Sacha Baron Cohen’s 
Asians jokes at the Oscars cer-
emony on February 28 did nothing 
to help raise awareness in this issue 
and instead propagated harmful 
stereotypes. Chris Rock brought 
three Asian children onto the stage 
at one point of the ceremony, intro-
ducing them as the accountants 

behind the awards, a reference 
to the stereotype that Asians are 
good at math. The children, who 
were dressed in suits and given 
mini-suitcases, stood awkwardly 
as the audience laughed. Rock 
continued by saying, “If anybody’s 
upset about that joke, just tweet 
about it on your phone that was 
also made by these kids!” This 
questionable joke referred to child 

la-
bor in the 
smartphone indus-
try in China. To make mat-
ters worse, Sacha Baron Cohen, 
one of the presenters of the night, 
later made yet another distasteful 
Asian joke. He said that he wanted 
to speak for people of every color, 
saying, “How come there’s no Os-
car for them hard working yellow 
people with tiny dongs. You know, 
the Minions!”

Ultimately, the Oscars cere-
mony, despite being touted as 
“the most diverse ever,” fell short 
in terms of Asian representation, 
and representation in general. It 
seemed less like an acknowledg-
ment or understanding of the di-
versity issue and more of a hasty 
attempt to appease the #Oscars-
SoWhite controversy. In an indus-
try where even last-minute at-
tempts to increase diversity result 
in distasteful portrayals of Asians, 
it seems doubtful that larger is-
sues of nomination and casting 
will be addressed anytime soon. 

Overall, the Oscars were right-
fully controversial this year, and 
if they continue to lack relevance 
and inclusion, then unfortunately, 
the awards themselves will hold 
very little worth.

    JUST BECAUSE 
THE OSCARS CHOSE 
MINORITY ACTORS, 

MOVIES, AND 
OTHER NOMINEES 
BEFORE DOES NOT 
MEAN THAT THEY 
ARE NOW EXEMPT 
FROM CONTINUING 

TO NOMINATE 
MINORITIES.”

“



WESTERN PRINCESS PAPER DOLLS is in-
spired by the history of the camptown women, the 
South Korean sex workers, who lived in the camp-
towns that developed around U.S. military bases 
during the time of the Korean War. The term Western 
Princess is a translation of Yanggongju, which refers 
to a woman who provides sexual labor for the U.S. 
military. These women were expected to serve the 
soldiers, who were protecting and fighting against 
the communist North Korea for South Korea.

The roles of these women as entertainers and 
sexual playmates for the American soldiers were 
encouraged by the South Korean government for 
national security. According to Ji-Yeon Yuh’s book, 
Beyond the Shadow of Camptown, the camptown 
women were “doubly victimized, treated as South 
Korea’s “war booty” to the United States and as 
useful tools for maintaining troop morale of the 
American GIs. 

My inspiration behind the Western Princess Pa-
per Dolls project was to raise awareness of the ap-
palling history of female objectification. By literally 
transforming these comfort women into dolls, I aim 

to showcase their objectification. Furthermore, the 
dolls and the cut-out American GI uniform largely 
represent the unequal relationship between South 
Korea and the United States – the feminine and re-
liable South Korea’s subordination to the masculine 
and protective great 
power, America. 
The dolls are made 
by photographs to 
allow the viewer to 
see these women 
as real people, rath-
er than as uniden-
tified victims. The 
viewers are encour-
aged to play with 
the dolls, represent-
ing how the military 
and government 
played and toyed 
with the Korean 
camptown women 
as well.

western Princess 
Paper Dolls jy lee ‘18
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Prep time: 15 mins // Cook time: 25 mins // Total time: 40 mins // Serves 9

Ingredients: 
• 1 sheet puff pastry, thawed and refrigerated

• ⅓ cup plus 1 tbsp (80g) white sugar
• ⅔ cup (150g) warm water
• ⅓ cup (75g) evaporated milk
• 2 large eggs plus 1 egg yolk
• ½ tsp vanilla

• 9 tart tins

Instructions: 
1. Preheat oven to 400F.
2. Dissolve the sugar in the warm water and let cool. 
3. Roll out the pastry dough to 12 x 12 inches and cut out 9 circles using a 4 inch 

cookie cutter. Gently press onto tart tins and place on baking sheet.
4. Whisk the eggs, egg yolk, evaporated milk and vanilla together. Stir 

this into the sugar solution and make sure it is well mixed. Pour into tart shells, filling to just 
below the rim.
5. Bake at 400F for 10-15 minutes until the edges are lightly 
brown. Please keep an eye on the tarts as they are baking. As 
soon as the custard starts to puff, you need to open the oven 
door 2-3 inches to prevent the filling from puffing up too much 

and collapsing when cooled.
6. Once the edges start to brown, reduce the heat to 350F and 

bake for another 10-15 minutes or until the custard is done. You can 
test the filling by inserting a toothpick into the custard, if it can stand on its own, 
it's done.

Hong Kong Style 
Egg Tart Recipe

kelly kung ‘17

voila!
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THERE AREN’T 
many franchises that 
can boast the same 
staying power as Nin-
tendo’s wildly popular 
Pokémon series. As 
someone who grew up 
with the anime and trading 
card game, I can’t say that 
I’m at all surprised.  

For twenty years, the franchise has produced an 
endless stream of anime, merchandise, and video 
games. For twenty years, the dreams and thrills of 
being a trainer have persisted. For twenty years, 
Pikachu and other favorites have won the hearts of 
fans worldwide. And even now, the company cel-
ebrates their 20th anniversary by still going strong.

On February 26th, Nintendo officially announced 
the development of “Pokémon Sun” and “Pokémon 
Moon” – new games to be released during this 
year’s holiday season. Judging by the preview im-
ages revealed to the public, it appears that trans-
portation mechanics alternative to the bicycle and 
Fly/Surf options will be added to the games. As 
for further speculation, some fans 
believe that this new genera-
tion may be an extension 
of “Pokémon X” and 
“Pokémon Y” while 
others believe it will 
bring the Sinnoh and 
Unova regions togeth-
er. I’m personally hop-
ing for a set of brand-
new Pokemon – including 
a Dragon-Type Eeveelution 
– but that’s a story for another 
time.  

Months prior to this news, Nintendo informed 
fans that they would also be making the original 
“Pokémon Red,” “Blue,” and “Yellow” games avail-
able for the 3DS through the Virtual Console. Oth-
er products to look forward to include the English 
version of the “Detective Pikachu” game (released 
in Japan on February 3rd) that is likely in the works 
along with the upcoming premiere of the twentieth 
Pokémon movie (to be released on July 16th) – 

featuring two new legendaries! The culmination of 
Nintendo’s efforts over the years has led to the cre-
ation of 722 Pokémon and a passionate fandom 
comprising of children, teens, and adults alike.

People who happened to miss the first wave of 
the Pokémon craze were given a second chance 
through the third to sixth generations of games, 
each one with its own distinctive flair. “Pokémon 
Ruby” and “Sapphire,” “Emerald,” “Diamond” and 
“Pearl,” and “Platinum” introduced new mini games 
such as Pokéblock/Poffin-making, Pokémon 

Contests, and Pokéathlon 
Challenges. The most 

recent “Pokémon 
Black” and “White” 
and “Pokémon X” 
and “Y” games intro-
duced Triple Battles, 
Mega Evolutions, the 
new Fairy-type, and 

Pokémon-Amie: a way 
for the player to bond 

and interact with their party 
by using the DS stylus.

But above all, Pokémon’s greatest strength as a 
franchise lies in its ability to transcend both age and 
gender barriers. As an RPG (Role-Playing Game), 
the game allows for anyone to step into the shoes 
of a young adventurer. Throughout the journey, one 
completes milestones such as catching their first 
Pokémon, defeating gym leaders through battle, 
and becoming the Pokémon League Champion. 
And yet, nothing can top the moment in which you 
receive your first Pokémon, the one fated to stay 
by your side until the end. To this day, I still have the 
“Pokémon LeafGreen” cartridge that contains my 
first ever Hall of Fame Team – led by my beloved 
Charizard, of course. While Nintendo has had 
i t s up and downs, I can’t deny 

the significant influence 
Pokémon has had on 

each new generation 
of aspiring Pokémon   

Masters.

http://pokecharms.com/threads/pokemon-sun-and-pokemon-moon-officially-an-
nounced-in-pokemon-direct.12903/

http://venturebeat.com/2016/01/26/pokemon-red-blue-and-yellow-rereleases-
preserve-the-originals-and-thats-a-good-thing/

http://logos.wikia.com/wiki/Pok%C3%A9mon_Blue
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THERE HAS RECENTLY BEEN A TREND IN 
South Korea’s film industry - films set in Korea during 
Japanese rule are being released, bringing the Korean 
people’s  attention to an issue that is closely related to 
its citizens. It brings to light Japan’s past war crimes 
and the international neglect of the victims through a 
big screen.

South Korean director Cho Jung-rae became 
determined to share the stories of Japanese rule in 
Korea when he visited the ‘Sharing House,’ a shelter 
for former comfort women, in 2002. At the ‘Sharing 
House’ Cho met several former comfort women. 
“Comfort woman” is the term used to describe 
women who were forcefully taken into sexual slavery 
by the Japanese Army in WWII. Testimonies of the 

victims contained recounts of electrical torture, rape, 
and beatings; scars often marked their bodies. 
After reading a book containing these testimonies, 
Cho began to write a script for the film, Spirits’ 
Homecoming.

The film begins as a fourteen-year old girl by the 
name of Jung-min is forcefully taken from her home 
by the Japanese Army. Joining a larger group of 
young girls, Jung-min is taken to a Japanese comfort 
station — where victims were repeatedly raped. Upon 
reaching the comfort station, many of the young 
women succumb to brutal rape and torture. Spirits’ 
Homecoming is based off the true story of a victim, 
Jang Il-chun, who was abducted from her home in 
1943 and lost her youth to a life of sexual slavery and 

SOUTH KOREAN FILM 
INDUSTRY UNEARTHS
THE NATION’S PAST

ju young kwag ‘19

http://jmagazine.joins.com/_data/photo/2015/07/3696639864_ME6QVRgH_3.jpg
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cruelty. The film reveals the pain of the victims and 
seeks to bring home those who never made it back 
home.

Dong-ju: The Portrait of A Poet is a biographical 
film that revolves around Yun Dong-ju and his best 
companion, Song Mong-kyu, who were both victims 
and resisters of the Japanese rule. The film follows the 
short, but commendable youth of Yun Dong-ju, who is 
a well-known resistance poet in South Korea. Director 
Lee Jun-ik attempts to unravel the lives of the two 
companions and the decisions that they made.

By setting the film entirely in black and white, Lee 
was not only able to cut production costs, but he 
was also able to bring the 
widely recognized figure of 
Yun Dong-ju in a black and 
white photograph onto the big 
screen. Lee believed that the 
black and white photo reflected 
the most shining youth of the 
poet’s life in the darkest time.

Song Mong-kyu was Yun 
Dong-ju’s lesser-known 
cousin. The two differed in 
their thoughts, beliefs, and 
actions. The film depicts how 
Song Mong-kyu was always 
ahead of Yun Dong-ju. While 
becoming a poet was a dream 
of Yun’s, Song’s work had 
already been selected for an 
annual spring literary contest. 
At only nineteen years old, 
Song joined a group under 
Kim Koo (leader of the Korean 
independence movement) 
located in Nanjing, China. 
Because of Song’s daring acts, he made Yun feel 
inferior at times. However, Song also strengthened 
Yun’s heart by encouraging him to continue writing 
poetry. In fact, it was Song Mong-kyu who sparked the 
fire of resistance in Yun Dong-ju. 

Both were born in the same house and died in the 
same prison in Fukuoka, Japan, after one year of 
imprisonment. They ended their short, twenty-seven 
years of life together. Song Mong-kyu was undoubtedly, 
Yun Dong-ju’s inseparable lifetime companion. 

Dong-ju: The Portrait of A Poet shows how a hero is 
not born, but made. Yun Dong-ju is now a respected 
poet, but he was once an ordinary young man, who 
was quite shy. He matured into a great man who stuck 
by his convictions until the very end of his life. Indeed, 

he used his pen for good until the very end.
These two films involved a great deal of hardships. 

Both Dong-ju: The Portrait of A Poet and Spirits’ 
Homecoming had limited screenings upon release. 
During the production of Spirits’ Homecoming, many 
South Korean politicians prosecuted director Cho. At 
one point, director Cho received a call from a politician 
who wanted to make a donation. Upon meeting him, 
director Cho realized the politician wanted to meet 
him in order to “discipline” the director. The politician 
tossed the film’s script in front of the director’s eyes 
and told director Cho that the testimonies from the 
comfort women victims were all deceitful lies. He went 

so far as to say, ‘Why show 
people this film? Women and 
the old people die during war 
anyways.’

There were not many who 
stepped up to invest for Spirits’ 
Homecoming at the beginning 
of film production. Fortunately, 
some South Korean citizens 
donated money for the film 
to be produced. Many of the 
actors had simple jobs and 
were ordinary employees. 
They also had to pay for 
their own transportation 
and lodging fees, but they 
willingly participated in the film 
without pay. Despite these 
difficulties, after fourteen years 
of raising funds and finalizing 
the production, Spirits’ 
Homecoming was released 
this year on February 24th.

At the beginning of this 
year, director Cho went to seven different locations in 
the U.S. for a screening of Spirits’ Homecoming. The 
screening met overwhelmingly positive  responses 
from audiences, which included Congressman Mike 
Honda and other members of the United States House 
of Representatives. The film was also able to have a 
private screening in Osaka and Yokohama, Japan, 
where the audience expressed pity and disbelief.

Spirits’ Homecoming and Dong-ju: The Portrait of 
A Poet reflect a recent trend in the South Korean film 
industry but, more importantly, the response towards 
these films reflects a new wave of attention given to 
the resisters and the neglected victims of the Japanese 
Rule, lest they be forgotten.

https://cdn.evbuc.com/eventlogos/137089435/spirit27shomecoming.jpeg
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BECOME MINE
 zixia (linda) liu ‘19

1
If I wave my wand three times,

Will you become mine?
Sadly I don’t have a wand,

Nor beauty nor brows.

2
If I no longer need to look secretly at you through 

the trees!
But whenever I see you, up in my heart leaps a 

female deer,
I watch you from the creeks of leaves,
Eyes fixed at your pink moving boots.

3
Having class with you today,

I wish I’m looking better.
The dim sky and inky air, dewy roads and wet 

clouds,
Are staring down, mousy-grey.

4
I don’t know how to think of you –

Pretty, handsome, or short?
For once I thought you have a lovely face –
For another I thought your eyes don’t shine.

5
You write poems so sad always.

A friend shouts at you – “Be H-A-P-P-Y!”
But the purple stone dangling from your neck –

Still so calm, unsurprising, and dull.

6
You have a way with words.

But I cannot decide –
What grief burdens your shoulders,

And what clouds you every hour and day?

7
But who cares why, I want this burdened you.

Dear you, shrouded by clouds –
Will you be my protector?

I want my hand in yours, and together we walk the 
earth.

8
Down from the sky showers candy beans, flags 

and silky scarves.
Rainy days no longer make me sad and cry.

The gentle night’s filled with charm and fragrance,
When you are by my side……

9
Pause, pause. Is it true? Am I back to this moment

When the river in my heart’s stirred up again?
My soul is no longer calm,
My body no longer at ease.

10
Why do I have to love?
I think of you always.

Give me back my heart! – but
I go wherever you go.

11
I remember telling people, again and again,

Love is a beautiful – state of mind!
But when I have to crush,

I cut my veins, and let go of my reins.

12
I go wherever you go,

Find joy in misinterpreting the moves you make
Giving them a name –

You are in love with me.

13
On the other side of the Moon River

I stand, waiting for my hunter,
To come and take my heart he’s preyed,

And I help him find his prize!

14
Hunters, and you, my Archers!
Take good care of your arrows.

Those targets that don’t appeal to you,
Spare their beating and carefree hearts.
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变成我的
刘梓侠 ‘19

1
挥三下魔杖，

你就变成了我的？
可惜我没有魔杖，

也没有美貌或眉毛。

2
如果不用再偷偷看你，

遇见你时心头窜起小鹿，
只能透过树叶的缝隙
看着你移动的粉靴。

3
因为今天课上有你，

多么希望自己漂亮一些。
阴云密布，雨绵绵，

怨恨自己的运动裤和帽衫。

4
不知如何想你--

美丽，帅气，还是矮？
一下子觉得你脸蛋漂亮—

一下子又觉得你毫不协调、眼睛无神。

5
你的诗总那么悲苦抑郁。

朋友向你大喊—“快乐一点啊！”
然而你胸前挂的那块紫色石头
仍是说不上润泽的波澜不惊

6
你出口成章、用词精确，

我不能臆断
到底是什么让你肩负重担，

常年低气压笼罩？

7
我偏就想要这样的你—

亲爱的你，
你愿意当我的保护人吗？
我想让你带我行走世界。

8
天空掉下来糖豆、彩旗和丝绢。

下雨的白天不再让人沮丧得想哭。
当你在我身旁，

夜晚散发迷人的温柔……

9
等一下。难道真的又到了

搅动心河的时刻？
不再安魂
心神不定

10
为什么又爱上了？

总是想你，
心思不在自己这里。

不自觉地向你会出现的地方靠拢。

11
曾一再跟别人说

爱是多么美丽的感情！
可是一旦爱上

我只能任爱流淌，束手就擒。

12
不自觉地向你存在的地方靠拢，

将你的一切举动曲解，
冠以一个通用简单的解释—

你也爱上了我。

13
月亮河的另一边，

我竟在苦等我的猎人
来将这猎物的心取走，

认领他的功绩!

14
猎人们，我的射手们啊！

请不要随意弹拨你的弓箭。
没有看中的目标

请给他们留下那颗蹦跳的、自由的心。
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서시(序詩):

죽는 날까지 하늘을 우러러 한 점 부끄럼 없기를

잎새에 나는 바람에도 나는 괴로와 했다

별을 노래하는 마음으로 모든 죽어가는 것을 사랑해야지

그리고 나에게 주어진 길을 걸어가야겠다

오늘 밤에도 별이 바람에 스치운다

Until my last, looking up to heaven
Wishing for no speck of shame.
Even to the wind that stirred the leaf
I suffered.
With the heart of singing to the stars
I shall love all the dying
And walk the path given to me.
Tonight again, the wind blows against the stars.

                                 -Yun Dong-ju                                 
November 20, 1941

translated by ju young kwag ‘19

foreward
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when you ask me, “where are you from?”
my body will jolt back a little
and in that split second, my eyes 
gauge your intention
you will wonder if you’ve said something 
wrong
you have.
you stumble,
i mean, “where is home, where you grow 
up?”
your words no longer matter.
you see, home is sometimes just an ad-
dress
home is the space between the name of a 
borough in new york 
and youtube videos
of farmers speaking 台山話 next to cement 
homes

home is cypress hills cemetery 
where the bodies of my great grandmother, 
aunt and uncle i never knew lie
it is where up on a hill, a tombstone marks 
婆婆’s body
buried next to an empty piece of land we 
bought early
so 公公 will lie next to her.

home is 唐人街
chinatown that greets me when i get off the 
six hour bus from boston
on this gum spotted concrete 
home is a memory.
of the summer i was in chinatown 
i could walk down one street 
into the massage parlor
and greet mimmi behind the counter
after getting mango smoothies, taiwanese 
porkchops with tea egg and rice and
waving at yoon from behind the counter at 
xi’an famous foods. 

home is the search. 
my father’s obsession with looking at hous-

es for sale in staten island 
because after we moved to brooklyn, 
his cherry blossom tree, eggplants, toma-
toes, string beans, and sunflowers never 
grew 
but he rarely looks with the intention of 
moving 
because there is always something not 
good enough about the houses he sees.
until my parents can retire, until i make the 
six -digit salary, 
home remains temporary addresses and 
dream living. 

home is the soft no
my mother replies
when i ask her, “can we go back to 台山?” 
in her, “no, china has too many mosqui-
toes, it’s too hot to go back,”
i hear,
“don’t make me remember home. 
the days i was young enough to play vol-
leyball 
when i biked through the village
and caught warm wind as i sped by rice 
fields.
i’ve left that home behind, let’s just live from 
here.”

and so when you ask me
“where are you from?” 
i am no longer mad.
i have long grown tired of anger
tired of fighting to defend an america that 
will never be for me. 
the struggle for money is the one for happi-
ness is the one where
not everyone in your family can win
and so
in my rehearsed casual white english 
in response to you
i will say, 
“i’m from brooklyn.”
and hope to never see you again. 

HOME
huiying bernice chan ‘16
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THE LOOK OF SILENCE IS A powerful 
documentary by Joshua Oppenheimer on the 
1965-1966 Mass Killings in Indonesia. Grow-
ing up in the city of Nanjing, the topic of mas-
sacre was a personal one. During World War 
II, a massacre took place in my hometown as 
well, during which the Japanese Army took 
the lives of an estimate of 300,000 lives of 
Chinese soldiers and civilians in the course 
of 6 weeks. Since a very young age, I could 
remember the siren that rang every year on 
December 13th. On that day, when the siren 
started ringing, our teacher would stop his or 
her teaching temporarily, and we would stand 
up in silence to mourn for the dead who lost 
their lives during the massacre. My grandfa-
ther, who was four when the massacre took 
place, would always get emotional and infuri-
ated when the topic was brought up. Even 
toward the end of his life, he never forgave 
the Japanese Army for their conduct.

The Look of Silence brought back many 
memories of the Nanjing Massacre. Having 
read more about the Indonesian Genocide, 
I came to realize that while there were many 
similarities between the two catastrophes, 
there were also fundamental differences be-
tween them. The perpetrators of the Nanjing 
Massacre were the Japanese Imperial Army, 
when Japan and China were at war with each 
other; on the other hand, many of the per-
petrators of the Indonesian Genocide were 
Indonesian civilians, encouraged, or forced 
by the Indonesian military to engage in mass 
killings against Communists. In short, one 

can understand the Nanjing Massacre as a 
man-made disaster committed by a foreign 
army against civilians in an invaded country, 
while the other as catastrophe committed by 
civilians against civilians of the same country. 

In spite of the difference in the nature of 
perpetrators, there were also striking similari-
ties between them. One thing that struck me 
as I was watching The Look of Silence, was 
how a censored version of the massacre is 
still very much alive today as a powerful tool 
in nationalist education. In the documentary, a 
elementary school teacher was shown as he 
was teaching about the massacre to young 
students. Instead of portraying the genocide 
as a full-fledged man-made catastrophe, he 
presented it as an important and necessary 
step to exterminate the Indonesian Commu-
nist Party (PKI, Partai Komunis Indonesia) 
so that the country could enjoy its stability 
and prosperity today. These scenes from the 
movie reminded me of how I was educated 
in China about the Nanjing Massacre: while 
atrocities were acknowledged, the emphasis 
of teaching was always on the Chinese Com-
munist Party as the national savior for China. 
Both events have now turned into convenient 
nationalist education materials that lost their 
own historical significance. 

How shall we remember these man-made 
atrocities? To give an answer to this question 
is not easy. Oppenheimer has done an excel-
lent job in his documentary in The Look of 
Silence. More can be done, and more should 
be done. 
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ON FEBRUARY 18TH, THE WELLESLEY 
Education Department hosted a screening of 
Curtis Chin’s “Tested,” a documentary that fol-
lows the journey of twelve eighth graders as they 
study for the SHSAT — an admissions exam 
used among eight out of nine of New York City’s 
elite specialized high schools (SHS). These STEM 
focused schools are famous for having accom-
plished alumni, many of whom are Nobel Laure-
ates. Each year, about 27,000 students compete 
for a spot, making the SHSAT a very competitive 
exam.

The film provides background on the high 
schools and the SHSAT through statistics and 
sleek graphs interspersed with clips of the in-
terviewees. These glimpses of students attend-
ing school, doing homework, going to crowded 
test prep centers, and singing or playing video 
games in their free time gave the Wellesley audi-
ence a feeling of solidarity and for me personal-
ly, nostalgia. The students differ not only in race, 
but social class, family circumstances, interests, 
learning ability, and motivation to apply. Howev-
er, in the months leading up to the SHSAT, they 

come to have both stress and a diminished so-
cial life in common.

One of the big themes in “Tested” is the role of 
the parents in motivating their children. Some of 
the parents featured were immigrants, members 
of an ethnic minority, or came from low-income 
families. Though not all “tiger mothers,” these 
women nonetheless pushed their children to 
study harder, hoping that admission would help 
secure their academic and future success — an 
expectation of the schools that I thought was a 
bit high. The students mentioned how they want-
ed to make their families proud. Some said they 
wanted to change things in their communities. A 
Chinese boy, Edgar, admitted “I’m just doing this 
because my mother tells me to.” This desire to 
adhere to familial expectations adds yet another 
layer of pressure, but perhaps necessary for the 
students’ success on the exam.

We also get to see the wide range of prepa-
ration these students have. Some enrolled in 
prep schools where they would spend time after 
school or weekends on practice tests and strat-
egies. Some enrolled in free programs run by or-

http://cx.aos.ask.com/question/aq/1400px-788px/can-buy-scantron-
sheets_7f5f28ee32a9ae51.jpg

shi hui ng (fiona) ‘18

EXAMINING
:

http://media2.s-nbcnews.com/j/newscms/2015_46/1295166/

closeup_on_student_f024c4fe1912846adda5e10ff97e8d41.nbc-

news-ux-2880-1000.png

http://ctapaac.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/IMG_84461.jpg
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ganizations such as Science Schools Initiatives, 
Stuy Prep, and Global Tech Prep. Others studied 
on their own. On test day, the students come out 
of their testing center in Stuyvesant High School, 
some confident and some dejected. As expect-
ed, the students with more practice tests under 
their belts did better on the SHSAT. Upon reach-
ing the film’s end, we see the students receive 
their decision letters with a mix of results. 

An African American girl chose LaGuardia 
High School of Music & Art and the Performing 
Arts over Bronx Science, two well-known Spe-
cialized High Schools. An African American boy 
decided to attend a technical high school more 
suited to his interest in computer science. A Jew-
ish boy, a Caucasian girl, and two Chinese boys 
were accepted and chose to go to Specialized 
High Schools. Students not in paid prep centers 
either did not take the test or failed to get in.

In the talkback, Pamela Skinner ‘84 and Cur-
tis Chin discussed the reasons behind the sud-
den decrease in African American and Hispanic 
representation in SHS, despite the city’s demo-
graphics. The increase in Asian immigrants, the 
rise of alternative private high schools providing 
African American and Hispanic students schol-
arships, and students self-selecting out of tak-
ing the exam were listed as three contributing 
factors. Which begs the question: How can the 
New York City Department of Education improve 

diversity? Mayor Bill DeBlasio’s recent sugges-
tion to change the SHS admissions process to 
a more holistic one resembling the collegiate 
process may be more discriminatory against 
Asian, African American, and Hispanic students. 
Perhaps the problem starts earlier in elemen-
tary and middle schools of lower-income and 
minority communities, where limited resources, 
overcrowding, and overworked or underqualified 
teachers are deterring students from learning the 
skills expected of them.  

Both the film and its talkback touched upon 
a number of factors that determine which high 
schools students apply to, such as access to 
information and resources as well as student 
self-selection. As a Stuyvesant High School 
alumna — one of the SHS — I was surprised 
to learn that so many of my peers self-selected 
out of taking the exam. I can also attest to go-
ing into the process only really knowing my lo-
cal high schools and the “Big Three” specialized 
high schools. “Tested” also makes me wonder if 
I could’ve gone to Stuyvesant had I not have the 
information about the SHS and free test prep. My 
family didn’t have access to information about 
good non-SHS. Since one objective English and 
Mathematics test is easier to prepare for than a 
collection of transcripts, recommendation letters, 
portfolios, and interviews, I stand by the contin-
ued use of the SHSAT.

A REVIEW
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NIRVANA
in fire:
a review
ruyi li ‘16
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NIRVANA
in fire:
a review

NIRVANA IN FIRE HAS ALL THE MARKS 
of a top-quality historical drama. No expense 
was spared — the combination of beautiful 
sets and meticulously coordinated costumes 

pleases the eye, enhancing the talent-
ed acting of the cast. The directors 

claim each episode cost approxi-
mately two million RMB (about 

300,000 USD) to shoot. The 
drama used a script adapt-

ed from a wildly successful 
internet novel, preserving 
80% of its original plot, 
and took four years to 
make, finally making 
its popular debut on 
network television this 
past year. 

For newcomers to 
the world of Chinese 

Historical Dramas, the 
high episode count (fifty-four to 

be exact) and complex plot line (mul-
tiple subplots and more essential charac-

ters than you can count on one hand) can leave 
one feeling daunted by such an overwhelming 
entertainment experience. Yet it has not only 
captivated viewers throughout China, but also 
received much love outside of the mainland 
from viewers in Taiwan and South Korea. Main-
land dramas have a reputation for being long 
and tedious to watch, so Nirvana in Fire serves 
as a shining example of a great exception to 
the rule. Exactly what is it that fueled this dra-
ma’s success?

Considered China’s version of Alexandre 
Dumas’s classic story of revenge, The Count 
of Monte Cristo, Nirvana in Fire presents a 
masterful reinterpretation of the classic re-
venge plot. Set in an alternate universe during 
historical times, it traces the convoluted path 
to redemption of the main protagonist, Lin 
Shu (played by Hu Ge), whose family and 
army were framed as conspirators against 
the crown-prince. He returns ten years later, 
complete with an altered physical appear-
ance, hidden identity, and strategic prowess, 
as Mei Changsu to participate as a strategist 
and ally in the present struggle among the 

succeeding heirs to the previous crown-prince 
in the royal court. 

The nuanced and refreshing story, as well as 
expert execution by a spectacular cast, saves 
this drama from devolving into a petty revenge 
plot. It achieves a successful balance of ev-
erything that a viewer could possibly ask for: 
political intrigue, humor, romance, and focus 
on the bonds of brotherhood. More important-
ly, its powerful message has contributed to its 
popularity by sparking discussions on the con-
dition of social justice. 

Nirvana in Fire’s commercial success has 
also been greatly spotlighted, especially due 
to the business aspect. Nirvana was produced 
mainly by Shandong TV Production, known 
for producing many other dramas that have 
achieved success in past years. The investor, 
Ruyi Films, has risen speedily to the top of the 
TV/movie industry after attracting an equity in-
vestment from Dalian Zeus Entertainment, who 
even valued the company at 2.7 billion RMB 
(452 million USD). 

This commercial success occurred in spite 
of the unfavorable backdrop of events, such as 
a new rule limiting simultaneous broadcasting 
of a TV series in local TV stations to only two 
stations rather than four. However, Nirvana in 
Fire served as a unique case due to the greater 
success gained in royalty revenues through in-
ternet streaming on websites such as Iqiyi and 
Youku. It earned as much as 3.2 billion RMB 
(nearly 500 million USD) and gained as many 
as 2.8 billion overall views from the two sites. 
Such a phenomenon heralds potential trans-
formation in the industry by demonstrating the 
growing power of the internet and shrinking in-
fluence of TV networks on the success of dra-
mas. In this changing industry, the commercial 
success of a drama will depend on much more 
than just its storytelling prowess, such as where 
and how it is assigned to be broadcasted.

Nirvana in Fire took 2015 by storm, through 
its surging popularity across East Asia and as-
tounding profit results. It is a Chinese drama 
worthy of attention, as long as you are pre-
pared to commit and stay with it through its 
end. 
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“GIRLS ARE MADE OF WATER.” This quote 
from the Chinese Classic The Dream of the Red 
Chamber defined me as a child. Growing up in 
southeast China, I was used to the continuous rainy 
seasons. Flooding rains immersed me in excessive 
sentimentality. I shed tears for fallen petals, for sep-
aration of couples in fictions, and for sufferings of 
people in war thousands of miles away. 

As I grew up, I became resentful of my water-like 
self. I felt guilty for being too sensitive, awkward for 
having too much love, and depressed for being too 
vulnerable. I ceased to write poignant diaries, and I 
no longer permitted myself to cry in front of others. “I 
am made of Fe (iron)”, I declared to myself, after my 
first chemistry class in middle school. 

Never had the iron girl imagined that one day, she 
would rediscover herself, in the most barren area in 
China, devoid of either water or ore, until the ninth-
grade winter break, when I visited Mogao Caves on 
a field trip about the Silk Road. 

When I first stepped out of the train, the dry and 
windy weather almost killed me. However, as soon 
as I entered the caves, everything was worth it. Deli-
cate limbs and flying sleeves of the Buddhist Apsara, 
with splendid hues, elegantly lifted and flew on the 
wall, just as the wind touched over dunes, just as 
the soul of Buddhist culture danced over hundreds 
of years. 

Diving into a kaleidoscope of the extensive collec-
tion of Buddhist art, I wondered: who are they? Who 
made these breathtaking wonders? Who accumu-
lated their years and years of life in such remote and 
dry caves? 

Right amidst my mind-full inquiries, a group of 
people came. Among them was a girl half my age. 
Out of the silence and suddenly, sounded her recita-
tion of the Heart Sutra. “These pilgrims,” my teach-
er whispered to me, “they walked here across the 
deserts.” 

I was astonished. Standing in the cave, I imag-
ined their humble silhouettes in the biting wind, their 
emotions, from passionate to calm, from sensational 
to tranquil, until even life was transcended. Along 
with the recitation, an unyielding spirit presented in 
front of me; it was the same spirit of those who had 
paid their lives to protect the sutra and create the 
murals. 

I came to understand, at that moment, that vul-
nerability could be the ultimate strength. In the voice 
of this enervated girl, I heard the grandest essence 
of Buddhism. She exposed her physical being to 
ruthless nature; she opened her heart to love, to 
believe and to be hurt. Without a religious identity 
myself, I was too ignorant to appreciate on a deep-
er level this different reality experienced by her. Yet 
through her penetrating voice, I felt connected, even 
as a blank slate, to a culture far away from my origin; 
I felt empowered, over the vicissitudes of history, to 
touch the softest yet bravest part of being a human: 
loving without guard, getting touched easily, giving 
birth to new lives, and devoting oneself wholeheart-
edly. These things make us vulnerable; they make us 
strong, as well. 

At the last sight of the caves, I was in tears. Lush 
grasses have become desert, yet the prosperity 
rooted there remains; crafting hands are covered in 
dust, yet the colors they created have lived on. In 
the mist of history, one may be the humblest, yet 
one can still empower both oneself and others, with 
love and faith, vulnerably and powerfully at the same 
time. 

With the little girl’s voice lingering in my mind, I 
cherish my vulnerability as a power, one that can 
empower more people. No longer am I a water-girl 
or an iron-girl. I am a clam-woman. Soft at heart and 
steadfast in actions, I’m ready to take the ocean 
currents. 

CLAM

luna fang ‘17
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Hua Juan (花卷), also known as Chinese scallion buns, 
are flavorful, fluffy white rolls layered with chopped 
scallions. This family recipe will show an easy way of 
making Hua Juan along with two styles of cooking 
them, both of which produce addictively tasty results.

HUA JUAN
RECIPE

Ingredients:

4 cups flour
2 tsp. instant yeast
2 tsp. baking powder
2 tsp. sugar
1 ¼ cup lukewarm water
3 scallions, chopped
oil
salt
2 tbsp. sesame seeds (optional)

STEPS
Mix the flour, yeast, baking powder, and sugar in a large bowl. Add the wa-
ter and knead until it forms a smooth dough ball. Cover the bowl with cloth 
and let rise for 2 hours.

Stir the chopped scallions with a few tablespoons of oil and a generous 
amount of salt.

Roll out half of the dough ball into a ½-inch thick rectangle. Spread half of 
the scallion mixture over the dough. Sprinkle 1 tbsp. of the sesame seeds 
over the dough.

Roll the dough horizontally into a long cigar shape. Slice the roll into 3-inch 
pieces. Press the side of a chopstick into the middle of each piece in order 
to form a big crease that will help the buns stay together while cooking.

Repeat steps 2 to 4 with the other half of the dough, or refrigerate the rest 
of the dough for future use.

To fry: To make Hua Juan with crispy, golden-brown bottoms and soft tops, 
heat a tablespoon of oil in a non-stick skillet over medium high heat. Place 
the rolls into the pan and let fry for a minute or two. Pour ½ cup water into 
the pan and cover. Steam for 12 minutes, adding more water if needed. 
Remove the cover and continue frying until all of the water has evaporated.

To steam: To make Hua Juan that are completely soft and fluffy, add cold 
water to a steamer. Put the rolls into the steamer on top of cheesecloth. 
Let rest for 20 minutes with the lid on. Steam on medium heat for 10 to 12 
minutes.

Photos from: http://bettysliu.com

michelle quin ‘19
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WHEN I WAS GROWING UP, THERE WEREN’T MANY BOOKS ON MY BOOKSHELF THAT INCLUDED 
protagonists of color — particularly Asian Americans. And as a little kid, I didn’t really pay attention to the books 
I read nor the people featured in them. It wasn’t until I was in my late teens that I realized how important the 
books I read that did include Asian American characters were to my reading experience and my love for writing. 

Here I present to you my top five chapter books with Asian American protagonists. The list, of course, is not 
exhaustive of all the books out there, but this list is a celebration of the ones that have deeply affected me. I 
encourage you to think back on the books you read with characters that reflected diversity and add to the list 
I have shared with you.

Millicent Min is an absolutely brilliant eleven-year old who’s just graduated 
high school and will begin taking college classes the summer after. But 
because of her brainiac-disposition, Millicent thinks she doesn’t fit in — 
and it doesn’t help that she has to play volleyball and tutor her known 
enemy, Stanford Wong. While it might seem like See is falling into the 
trope of smart, shy, and socially-awkward Chinese girls, she manages 
to make Millicent Min a much more dynamic character. While Millicent 
struggles to wield her “superpower,” she learns to love herself and open 
up to friends. As an eleven-year-old, all I wanted to be was Millicent, but I 
learned from her that not only one thing should define who you are. 

MILLICENT MIN, GIRL GENIUS by Lisa See

Julia Song, a Korean American, and her best friend Patrick have to come 
up with a science project for the state fair. Julia’s mother suggests that 
they raise silkworms, something she had done as a kid in Korea. Patrick 
is completely enthralled with the idea, but Julia is less certain. Raising 
silkworms and feeding them mulberry leaves just seems too “Korean.” 
I discovered this book at the public library during this winter break, and 
was instantly transported back to fifth grade. I remember writing about the 
Chinese New Year Dragon dance for one of my classes and not knowing 
if it was something I really wanted to share with my classmates. Park, 
through Julia’s story, encompassed my childhood experience of balancing 
school, home, and culture. 

PROJECT MULBERRY by Linda Sue Park 

Children’s/
YA Books withTO

P 5
ASIAN AMERICAN PROTAGONISTS

isabelle st.clair ‘17
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It’s the 1960s in Chesterfield, Georgia. Katie Takeshima and her family — 
her father, mother, uncle, and older sister — have recently moved from 
Iowa. The book tells the moving story of the relationship between Katie 
and older sister Lynn as she navigates the difficulties of growing up in the 
rural south: making new friends, performing well in school, and being the 
only Japanese American in her class. Kadohata’s Newbery Medal-winning 
novel was my “Bible” in 6th grade. Being an older sister myself, I identified 
strongly with Lynn more so than Katie, but reading it through the eyes of the 
younger sister opened my world to a whole new perspective. And because 
I grew up in NYC, reading about a Japanese family in rural Georgia exposed 
me to a completely different experience of an Asian-American family, but I 
reveled in the parallels I did find.

KIRA KIRA by Cynthia Kadohata

Dimple is a seventeen-year-old, Indian American, living in New Jersey. Her 
best friend, Gwyn, a blonde-haired, blue-eyed teenager, is obsessed with 
Indian culture, something Dimple struggles to understand. As Dimple tries 
to figure out who she is (American, Indian, or both), her parents force her  
to meet a guy, a potential husband. At first Dimple hates Karsh Kapoor 
and her parents’ resortment to a wedding arrangement, but soon grows 
very fond of him. When he begins to pursue Gwyn, Dimple feels even 
more lost. I had to read this book for my 8th grade humanities class, and 
it was the only book I remember from that year. Hidier, who drew from her 
own experiences when writing this book, expertly reveals to the readers 
the struggles of being a daughter of immigrants, falling in love, and finding 
oneself. I would return to this book when I hit seventeen, hoping to find 
parts of myself as Dimple found in the story.

BORN CONFUSED by Tanuja Desai Hidier

It’s the Year of the Dog, and Grace, or Pacy as her family calls her, has 
big things in store for her. As a Taiwanese-American, Grace struggles 
to understand how her identity fits into American whiteness. She soon 
becomes friends with a new girl in her class, another Taiwanese-American 
named Melody. Together they navigate their identities, finding similarities 
and even differences between themselves. Fate or not, I remember 
picking this book up around the end of January when I was in 6th grade, 
end of the Year of the Dog and beginning of the Year of the Pig (my 
zodiac year). Reading about Grace’s various adventures during her year 
reminded me of my adventures (and my downfalls). It was almost like I 
was reading my own, slightly-off memoir, which was certainly strange, 
but comforting at the same time.

YEAR OF THE DOG by Grace Lin
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You’ve told us places in Asia that you think more people should visit, but aren’t well 
known or mentioned in popular media or conversations. Here they are! 

POLL: “Most                              
Travel Destinations in Asia”

HUANGSHAN, 
SOUTHERN ANHUI, CHINA

These are the most beautiful mountains that I have ever seen. 

I don’t think Anhui is a well known province, but my parents 

have memories of going there as young adults and climbing the 

old steps. The sights are truly breathtaking and the locals have 

given many rock formations fascinating names.
• Bridge of Immortals
• Flying Over Stone
• Huangshan Pine trees

Kerala is one of the most beautiful places in the world. It has a rich, unique culture that is vastly different from the rest of India and its cuisine, traditions, and landscape are all unfor-
gettable.

KERALA, 
INDIA

• Idukki arch dam
• Beautiful beaches like Varkala, Kovalam, Cherai
• Padmanabhapuram Palace and Mattancherry Palace 

UNDERRATED
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The perception of Pakistan is skewed in Western me-dia. See Humans of New York to see the beauty of Pakistan never found on television.

HUNZA VALLEY, PAKISTAN

Explore these forts!
• Baltit Fort
• Altit Fort
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Everybody’s first instinct is to go to the big cities (i.e. 

Shanghai, Beijing and Xian), but Guilin is different in-

stead of seeing the more urban side of China you get a 

glimpse of its natural beauty.
Check out:

• Long Sheng Rice Terrace

• Pagodas in Fir Lake

• Reed Flute Cave

GUILIN, CHINA

It is a city on the coast 
(beautiful beaches!) 

with 3 UNESCO world 
heritage sites in the 

area. It is seriously un-
derrated and definitely 

worth a visit!

DA NANG, 
VIETNAM

Visit:
• Non Nuoc Beach
• Mỹ Sơn
• Marble Mountains



JEONJU, 

SOUTH KOREA For all the foodies out there, Jeonju 

is all about the eats!

• Jeonju bibimbap

• Pine Wine

DHAKA, 
BANGLADESH
One of the fastest-growing 

megacities in the world, 
Dhaka has such rich cul-

ture! And lots of people. So 
many people. You will never 

be alone.

Be sure to visit:
• Lalbagh Fort
• Ahsan Manzil
• National Parliament House
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1.
Jhumpa 
Lahiri

FAVORITE
 ASIAN/ ASIAN-

AMERICAN

AUTHORS

2.
Amy 
Tan

Amy  Tan

3.
4.

 5.  Maxine 
Hong 

Kingston

Haruki 
Murakami

Khaled 
Hosseini 
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#OscarsSoWhite
1. https://www.bostonglobe.com/arts/movies/2016/01/14/performer-color-nominat-

ed-for-acting-oscar/TJnwY5YkCNHoaz4IV46B3J/story.htm
2. http://cinemayward.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Oscars.jpg
3. https://pmcdeadline2.fi les.wordpress.com/2016/02/oscar-nominees-lun-

cheon-2016.jpg
Are East Asian Countries Less Happy? By Kendra Cui
1. 1.  “International Suicide Statistics.” Suicide.org. Suicide.org, n.d. Web. 29 Feb 2016.   
2.   “Gapminder World.” Gapminder. Gapminder, n.d. Web. 29 Feb 2016. 
3.   “World GDP Ranking 2015.” Knoema. Knoema, 10 Nov 2015. Web. 29 Feb 2016.  
4.   “Gapminder World.” Gapminder. Gapminder, n.d. Web. 29 Feb 2016. 
5.   Kaiman, Johnathan. “China gets richer but more unequal.” The Guardian. Guardian 

News and Media, 28 Jul 2014. Web. 29 Feb 2016. 
6.   Underhill, Justine. “The 100 hour work week in Japan.” Yahoo! Finance. Yahoo!, 20 

Aug 2015. Web. 1 Mar 2016.  
7.   “Take the test to get into China’s top universities.” Bloomberg News. Bloomberg L.P., 

2 Jun 2015. Web. 1 Mar 2016. 
8.   Fu, Yiqin. “China’s unfair college admissions system.” The Atlantic. The Atlantic 

Monthly Group, 19 Jun 2013. Web. 1 Mar 2016.  
Asian Americans and Presidential Campaign
1. http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/us/elections/primary-calendar-and-results.

html?_r=0
2. http://observer.com/2016/02/why-asian-americans-dont-vote-republican/
Become Mine
1. http://wallup.net/nature-landscape-river-mist-china-mountain-forest-sunrise/
2. Best Children’s/YA Books with Asian American Protagonists
3. http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/89731.Kira_Kira 
4. http://www.lisayee.com/millicent-min-girl-genius.html 
5. http://thisistanuja.com/books/born-confused/
6. http://www.lindasuepark.com/books/mulberry/mulberry_revw.html 
7. http://gracelin.com/content.php?page=book_yeardog 
China’s Pollution Problem
1. http://latitudenews.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/chi-

na-factory.jpg
2. http://dailysignal.com/wp-content/uploads/China8.jpg
Examining “Tested”: A Review
1. http://ctapaac.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/IMG_84461.jpg
2. http://cx.aos.ask.com/question/aq/1400px-788px/can-buy-scantron-sheets_7f-

5f28ee32a9ae51.jpg
3. http://media2.s-nbcnews.com/j/newscms/2015_46/1295166/closeup_on_student_

f024c4fe1912846adda5e10ff97e8d41.nbcnews-ux-2880-1000.png
4. h t t p s : / / s c o n t e n t . x x . f b c d n . n e t / h p h o t o s - a s h 2 / t 3 1 . 0 -

8/1071686_150204575180667_602427199_o.png
5. h t t p s : / / s c o n t e n t . x x . f b c d n . n e t / h p h o t o s - p r n 2 / t 3 1 . 0 -

8/1078537_150202635180861_52121050_o.jpg
Gotta Love ‘Em All: Celebrating 20 Years of Pokemon by Hope Kim
1. http://cdn.unilad.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/20th_Logo_Primary_cmyk.0.

jpg
2. http://logos.wikia.com/wiki/Pok%C3%A9mon_Blue 
3. http://pokecharms.com/threads/pokemon-sun-and-pokemon-moon-officially-an-

nounced-in-pokemon-direct.12903/
4. http://venturebeat.com/2016/01/26/pokemon-red-blue-and-yellow-rereleases-pre-

serve-the-originals-and-thats-a-good-thing/
“Most Underrated Locations to Visit in Asia” Poll Results
Danang, Vietnam
1. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_-T9I2ct2ihY/TIuPeegQ0pI/AAAAAAAAAIE/1XQHX-

ReIp74/s1600/Vietnam_20100909B.jpg
2. http://tour-asia.net/images/News/114%20DEM%20HOA%20DANG%20(TG%20

THAI%20BICH%20THUAN%2030X45).jpg
3. http://trulyvietnamtour.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/lantern-in-river-Hoi-An.jpg
4. https://static.mytour.vn/upload_images/Image/Location/24_9_2015/Du-lich-thanh-

dia-my-s%C6%A1n-mytour-8.jpg
Kerala, India
1. http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-zm39HjnT1s4/Vgz7YnW8_HI/AAAAAAAAI3U/kRGpVwB-

Bxi8/s1600/Scan1845-1024x662.jpg
2. http://images.nationalgeographic.com/wpf/media-live/photos/000/507/cache/tea-

fields-kerala-south-india_50714_990x742.jpg
3. http://rth.remotetraveler1.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/

Main-Varkala-beach-Kerala.jpg
4. https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1f/Presa_de_El_Atazar_-_01.jpg
5. http://www.indianholiday.com/pictures/travelguide/attractions/mattancherry-pal-

ace-head-2424.jpeg
Dhaka, Bangladesh
1. http://witness-this.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/Sangshad_2.jpg
2. http://www.mediabd.com/store_images/others/4/60.jpg
3. https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4f/Lalbagh_Kella_(Lalbagh_

Fort)_Dhaka_Bangladesh_2011_27.JPG
4. http://m4.i.pbase.com/o4/93/329493/1/90730224.HHT4YZWl.DhakaNov07030.jpg
Gulin, China
1. http://postcard.hairpinmuseum.org/uploads/6/4/0/7/6407899/4280303_orig.jpg
2. http://pix.avaxnews.com/avaxnews/0b/84/0001840b_medium.jpeg
3. http://www.duskyswondersite.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/guilin-29.jpg
4. http://g03.a.alicdn.com/kf/HTB19yfRIpXXXXXmXXXXq6xXFXXX3/-font-b-China-b-

font-font-b-Guilin-b-font-landscapes-nature-landscapes-Scenery-Poster.jpg
Huangshan, China
1. http://asset-0.soupcdn.com/asset/2963/9798_0cef.jpeg
2. http://studyandexplorechina.weebly.com:uploads:3:7:9:4:37942873:4948015_orig.

jpg
3. http://hostelblog.hostelrocket.com:wp-content:uploads:2015:02:huangshan6.jpg
4. http://www.postcardman.net/china/260444.jpg
5. http://www.cctv-america.com/wp-content/flagallery/celebrating-lunar-new-year/

webview/3-round-of-new-year-stamp.jpg
Hunza Valley, Pakistan
1. https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/1/12/Pakistan_postcard_with_pre-print-

ed_stamp.jpg
2. https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/dc/Hunza_Valley_HDR.jpg
3. https://onelongpeel.files.wordpress.com/2013/10/baltit-fort.jpg
Jeonju, South Korea
1. http://tong.visitkorea.or.kr/cms/resource/02/197602_image2_1.jpg
2. http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-KcuTY32kYGo/Uy8MaLeR0fI/AAAAAAAAgRM/AJXaDd-

NloRk/s1600/village+of+peace+is+Jeonju+Hanok+village+-+Korean+style+-
house(Hanok)1-4.jpg

3. http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-tFFvpqlxHww/VancoGkst1I/AAAAAAAABDw/s5WF5vXX-
V8c/s1600/bibimbap%2Bfestival.jpg

4. https://lovelymaryam.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/korea-1a.jpg
Jakarta Attack
5. Cochrane, Joe. “Many in Jakarta Seem to Shrug Off Terrorist Attack.” The New York 

Times. The New York Times, 15 Jan. 2016. Web. 10 Feb. 2016.
6. Cochrane, Joe, and Thomas Fuller. “Jakarta Attack Raises Fears of ISIS’ Spread in 

Southeast Asia.” The New York Times. The New York Times, 13 Jan. 2016. Web. 11 
Feb. 2016.

7. “Jakarta Attacks: Bombs and Gunfire Rock Indonesian Capital.” BBC. BBC, 14 Jan. 
2016. Web. 10 Feb. 2016.

8. “LiveAs It Happened: Jakarta Attacks.” As It Happened: Jakarta Attacks. BBC, n.d. 
Web. 18 Feb. 2016.

9. “Jakarta Attacks: What We Know - BBC News.” BBC News. BBC, 17 Jan. 2016. 
Web. 18 Feb. 2016.
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