
GA
fall 2016



GENERASIANS MAGAZINE Fall 2016

pa
ge

2

DEAR READERS,

cover photo courtesy of www.andybasileinsight.com 

After having left behind a summer chockful of DC and Marvel, Olympians, and Pokémon GO 
(#TeamMystique), it’s hard to believe that anything in the fall could possibly compare. But in light 
of the election, there’s no doubt that the United States is changing, and will continue to change 
for better or for worse. But what of the rest of Generasians? What have our staff to say about 
these many, many new happenings?

Well, you’re in luck as all of these things and more are right at your fingertips.
This semester actually marks our beautiful magazine’s nineteenth year in publication! As the 

college’s one and only Asian/Asian-American interest magazine, we take pride in spotlighting 
personal narratives, pop culture, and politics related to the East and South Asian communities. 
And what better way to do this than to look to the strong women within our own community? 
More so than in the past, our issue comprises of reflections on identity—including five pieces on 
ethnicity and family—in addition to polling students about the BIG questions in life.* We at Gen-
erasians are also happy to have been able to interview and welcome new Associate Provost & 
Executive Director for Career Education – Christine Y. Cruzvergara. 

Beyond our campus, we have articles featuring game-changing female Olympians as well 
as the first ever Chinese American Miss Michigan and female governor of Tokyo. On the lighter 
side of news, we’d like our readers to check out The Vegetarian, a highly acclaimed novel by 
Han Kang and upcoming anime recommended by yours truly. Even amidst the endless stream 
of midterms and inevitable snowfall, taking a step back and looking at the “big picture” is just 
as important. 

No matter what the future holds, let’s keep in mind how we may better life for those who still 
fight to have their voices heard. Let’s not forget to acknowledge and support the diversity of 
women within our own community and beyond.  

Until next time, be sure to bundle up and bunker down for finals! 

*PSA: Dumplings are no laughing matter. 

Best,

Hope
 

· · · The Editor-in-Chief Running 
Away From Her Problems · · ·
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isabelle chun ’20

AS A GROUP OFTEN CALLED THE “MODEL 
minority,” Asian Americans are stereotypically qui-
et and well-behaved.  We are not usually associat-
ed with the overt racism that other minority races 
face. Some would even say that racism towards 
Asian-Americans barely exists.  But recent Twitter 
campaigns have encouraged Asian Americans to 
share stories of racism that our supposedly “post-ra-
cial” country has not yet solved.

When New York Times editor Michael Luo pub-
lished an open letter to a woman who told him to 
“Go back to China,” he received responses on Twit-
ter using #thisis2016 from many other Asian Amer-
icans with stories of racism, both recent and from 
childhood.  The New York Times arranged a video of 
these Twitter users reading their tweets aloud to the 
camera.  Those in the video were from the New York 
City area and shared experiences of people being 
impressed by their accent-less English, and racist 
comments that came from teachers, drill sergeants 
in the army, and other people with authority.  This 
video emphasized the idea of Asian-Americans as 
immigrants rather than Americans (despite being 
born in the U.S).  These gross generalizations are 
so common, even in New York City, which has an 
Asian-American population of over 1 million people, 
or 12.7% of the city, but are often ignored.

Since the #OscarsSoWhite campaign brought 
attention to the lack of diversity in Hollywood earli-
er this year, Asian-specific hashtags have re-imag-
ined films with Caucasian leads by swapping them 
with Asian-American actors. #StarringJohnCho and 
#StarringConstanceWu were Twitter campaigns that 
edited movie posters from popular, recognizable 
American movies like Easy A, The Hunger Games: 

Mockingjay, and The Avengers. Faces of the real ac-

tors were swapped with John Cho and Constance 
Wu to question, what would Hollywood look like if 
the characters that we are familiar with were offered 
to Asian-American actors?

In addition, #WhiteWashedOut shed light on the 
recent castings of white actors and actresses who 
either play Asian roles, or are the protagonists of 
movies set in Asia.  One example is the movie The 
Great Wall, starring Matt Damon set in China around 
1000 CE and scheduled to release in February 2017.  
2015’s Aloha was set in Hawaii but cast Emma Stone 
as a woman who is a quarter Hawaiian, along with 
Bradley Cooper and Rachel McAdams and lacked 
a realistic representation of native Hawaiians.  Most 
recently, Disney’s live-action remake of Mulan is in 
the making and has plans to change Li Shang, the 
male protagonist from the animated movie, to a Cau-
casian man who saves Mulan.  Within days of this 
news, a petition to prevent this change has gath-
ered over 100,000 signatures.  Often, White actors 
are not just present in these Asian-centric films, but 
cast in the main roles and portrayed as saviors.  By 
changing Asian stories, many of which are based on 
real Asian stories, Hollywood is sending a message 
that these stories are either boring, or not worth tell-
ing as they are. They are somehow better when they 
are twisted to focus on a non-Asian character.

While we have a long way to go as far as accu-
rately and justly integrating Asian and Asian Amer-
ican actors and stories in Hollywood films, these 
small steps are definitely important in highlighting the 
problems in Hollywood. Simple Twitter campaigns 
have been a great platform for Asian Americans to 
speak up for change.  Hopefully, these concerns will 
be addressed and  Hollywood will make movies as 
diverse as the audience that watches them.
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#THISIS2016

“My history teacher 
asked in class, ‘Is your 
Chinese name Ching 
Chang Wong? I heard 
all Chinese names 
sound like that’
#thisis2016”

— TIM LAU

“‘When did you move 
to this country? Your 
accent is almost per-
fect.’  Yeah, I was born 
in Atlanta, Georgia 
y’all”

— RAYMOND J. LEE

“‘Where in the world did you 
ever learn to speak English 
so well? If I wasn’t looking at 
you or speaking with you on 
the phone, I would never have 
known you were Oriental.’
I went to school in Boston. I 
went to school in Buffalo, New 
York. So, the first thing I ever 
think of myself as is a New 
Yorker. Not as an Oriental.”

— DR. KARIN CHOY NEFFSON

“A New York subway 
conductor intentional-
ly slammed the door 
on my ribs and said to 
me, ‘You’ll be deported 
soon.’ #thisis2016”

— SYL TANG

“A man who I de-
scribed as progressive 
pulled his eyelids back 
to describe Asian peo-
ple.”

— EMILY BAILE

“Text from younger sister:
“I just left and filed a report with 
the police. Walking to the train 
station and this guy follows me.
‘Hey I know you. Where are you 
going? You fucking Asian chink. 
Don’t walk away from me. I got 
a 50 dollar bill. I can buy you for 
the night.’ … We’re first gener-
ation Filipino Americans.”

— KERSTEIN PEREZ

“In college, a room-
mate’s girlfriend asked 
if I spoke Asian. She 
also asked if I saw 
everything in wides-
creen.”

— PETER HA

“When I was 7, my 
father had to explain 
the word ‘chink’ to me 
because a neighbor 
had spray-painted it 
on our front steps. I 
am Korean.”

— MELANIE KWON 
DUCH
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CONTROVERSY
huihan li ’20

http://otareviews.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Air-China-Reviews.jpg
http://www.metemozioni.it/wp-content/uploads/Logo-Air-China.png
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EARLY IN SEPTEMBER 2016, AIR CHINA, 
the Chinese flag-carrier airline, was embroiled in 
controversy by a “racist” article in its in-flight magazine. 
The article warned London travelers to avoid visiting 
areas with certain ethnic minority populations.

“London is generally a safe place to travel, however 
precautions are needed when entering areas mainly 
populated by Indians, Pakistanis and black people,” 
the article read. “We advise tourists not to go out alone 
at night, and females always to be accompanied by 
another person when travelling.”

Haze Fan, a Chinese journalist who spotted the 
article on a flight to China, was enraged so much 
that she tweeted a picture to the Mayor of London, 
Sadiq Khan, asking for his opinion.

Though the mayor himself has not replied yet, 
other London politicians did not hesitate to protest 
and declare their pride in their city’s diversity.

 Dr. Rosena Allin-Khan, a Labour Member of 
Parliament of Tooting, an area with large Indian and 
Pakistani population in London, told The Standard 
that the article is “offensive to all Londoners” and is 
causing excess worry.

In the same paper, Assemblywoman Florence 
Eshalomi called the airline tips “outdated” with “near-
on racist views.” She asked, “I keep thinking, is this 
2016? We want people who embrace our diversity 
and different culture—that is the make-up of London. 
If airlines have a problem with that then we don’t want 
them in London.”

British lawmaker Virendra Sharma, Labor Member 
of Parliament for Ealing Southall which has a large 
Indian population, has invited a representative of Air 
China to visit his constituency of Ealing Southall “to 
see that a very multicultural area is safe, and would 
be of great value for those visiting London to see.”

The topic also went viral on Twitter. Heated debate 
took place under journalist Haze Fan’s original tweet. 
People who were infuriated by the racist content 
countered with equally racist statements– 

“Not surprised, the Chinese are very racist.”
“…a nation that eats cats and dogs. The whole of 

that country is a no go zone for me.”
Quite a few tweets supported Air China, arguing 

that there is nothing wrong for Air China to remind its 
citizen to watch out for unsafe places.
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Nevertheless, Air China’s prejudiced generalizations 
to equate “insecurity” with certain ethnic groups 
were inappropriate. A Chinese user pointed out in 
Weibo (Chinese Twitter) that though Air China may 
have been referring to neighborhoods with lower 
incomes and less safe areas, “Air China should have 
mentioned specific names of the streets, instead 
of generalizing them as ‘areas mainly populated by 
Indians, Pakistanis, and black people.’”

Such a mistake may have resulted from Chinese 
people’s lack of exposure to racial issues, leading to 
more stereotypical knowledge of foreign countries.

Unlike the United States and the United Kingdom 
where ethnic groups differ significantly in physical 
appearance, Chinese minorities are more difficult 
to distinguish from the majority, even for residents 
themselves. Because for thousands of years different 
ethnic groups have migrated and intermarried, 
people from different origins look more and more 
similar to each other. Therefore, even though there 
are 56 ethnicities in China, China appears to be 
ethnically “homogeneous.” Chinese people also call 
themselves the race of Huaxia, implying that all ethnic 
groups descend from the same ancestor, further 
blurring the lines between ethnic groups. As a result, 
racial discrimination has rarely been seen as an issue 
in China, because people do not think of others as 
“racially” different from themselves. “Chinese” is 
the word that characterizes everyone. There are no 
“Han-Chinese,” “Man-Chinese,” or “Hui-Chinese.” 
Therefore, many Chinese lack exposure to racial 
heterogeneity, causing blunders when dealing with 
race. 

In addition to ethnic homogeneity, Chinese are 
not exposed to a variety of foreign cultures either. 
Even though more and more non-Chinese people 
visit China, they cluster in big cities like Beijing and 

Shanghai, which means that a large majority of the 
1.4 billion population have never seen a non-Chinese 
before. What’s more, the majority of non-Chinese 
visitors come from the US or Europe. In Beijing, 
even in the neighborhood with the largest non-
Chinese population, it is very unusual to spot a non-
European ethnicity. Hence, much of Chinese people’s 
knowledge about various ethnic groups comes from 
rumors and stereotypes, in addition to scarce news 
about foreign countries on TV programs. They lack 
the opportunity to befriend or even communicate with 
foreigners, let alone understand their true characters 
and cultures.

While China is trying to embrace the culture of the 
West, it also deserves patience and respect from the 
West. Since the open-door policy of the late 1970s, 
Chinese have been gradually exposed to Western 
culture. Because of the post-Mao economic boom 
and international trade that comes with the policy, 
China has been beginning to introduce Western 
perspectives in its public policies. However, only 
in recent years have general Chinese obtained 
interest in Western affairs. They learn about the 
Paris bombings, Syrian crisis, and US presidential 
election through TV and the Internet, and have just 
started conversations to understand “ethnicity” and 
“diversity.” 

Within these topics, China is just a toddler of 
the context while the West has been discussing 
such issues for years. Therefore, it is important 
to acknowledge the differences and address 
issues through open dialogues and cross-cultural 
communications. Collision of opinions, such as the 
Air China controversy, will be helpful for both sides 
to understand each other, only if the opinions are 
patient explanations rather than angry insults. 
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BORN IN BEIJING, 
ARIANNA QUAN 
moved to the U.S. 
when she was six 
years old, and became 
a naturalized citizen at 
fourteen. And at twen-
ty-three, she became the 
first Asian American wom-
an to win a “Miss Michigan” 
title. While her accomplish-
ments make up for it, Quan’s 
transition into American life 
wasn’t an easy one. During an 
interview with a Michigan news 
outlet, she
asserted, “We all want to fit in, we 
all want to be embraced and for 
me, because I am very tall, because I was the only Asian American in most of my classes, I 
just felt out of place,” . But as a woman of twenty-three, she uses her heritage to advocate for 
her platform “Being American: Immigration & Citizenship Education.” Though she has much to 
celebrate, many news headlines picked apart her appearance, weight, and even her nationality.  
“Chinese People are calling the only Chinese American Woman in Miss America 2016 Ugly” a 
headline on Netshark reads - but that doesn’t stop Quan from competing and spreading her 
message on the importance of diversity in America. 

FIRST
ASIAN AMERICAN
WINS  “MISS 
MICHI-
GAN”
kayli balin ’20

http://wbfh.fm/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/13709781_535646849960465_524732423782059377_n.jpg



GENERASIANS MAGAZINE Fall 2016

pa
ge

12

THIS PAST JULY IN TOKYO, 
Japan, Yuriko Koike was elected 
governor, and became the first fe-
male governor of the city.  Of Ja-
pan’s 47 prefectures, only three are 
governed by women.  Koike has 
duties similar to those of both a 
mayor and a state governor.  She 
is a Liberal Democrat, but left her 
party to run as an independent 
against her party’s pick for gover-
nor candidate, Hiroya Masuda. The 
New York Times reported that she 
broke with her party and ran as an 
independent because it was certain 
that her party (the Liberal Democrat 
Party) would pick another candi-
date. Out of the three leading can-
didates of the election, Koike was 
the most right-leaning candidate.

Previous Tokyo Governors Yoi-
chi Masuzoe and Naoki Inose both 
had financial scandals that caused 

them to resign.  After a tumultuous 
three years for governors in Tokyo, 
Koike emphasized nationalism and 
eco-friendly policies in her cam-
paign. However, now that Koike has 
won this high-ranking government 
position, she has much to prove.  
For example, since Tokyo will be 
hosting the 2020 Summer Olym-
pics, Koike will need to not only cre-
ate the crucial sports infrastructure 
for the games but also maintain its 
budget, which was a challenge for 
Yoichi Masuzoe before he resigned 
and cause for concern from many 
citizens.  Koike also has the poten-
tial to set an example for the rest of 
Japan to push for gender equality. 
It is with hope for the prosperity for 
the city of Tokyo that Koike is able 
to fulfill her election promises under 
her term as Governor of Tokyo.

FIRST 

FEMALE 

GOVERNOR IN 

JAPAN
isabelle chun ’20

https://static.independent.co.uk/s3fs-public/thumbnails/image/2016/08/11/15/yuriko-koike.jpg
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From left to 
right, top to 

bototm: Mi-
chelle Quin ‘19, 
Huangshan, China; 
Yichen Wang, Tibet; 
Jennifer Mou, Anhui, 
China; Jennifer Mou, Hong-
chun, China; Sidikha Ashraf, 
Kerala, India; Kealani Finegan 
‘19; Harshita Yerramreddy ‘18, 
Kancheepuram, Tamilnadu, India
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TWENTY YEAR-OLD FU YUANHUI WAS 
already a Chinese Internet sensation long be-
fore she competed at the 2016 Summer Olym-
pics, well known for her charismatic facial ex-
pressions and hilarious post-race interviews.

After one particular 4x100 medley relay in 
which China placed fourth, an interviewer from 
China Central Television came and talked to 
her. Fu, supported by a teammate, was visi-
bly hunched behind a barrier by the pool and 
looked a little bit distraught. When asked by 
the interviewer if she was in any stomach pain, 
Fu explained, “Yeah, actually my period started 
last night, so I’m feeling pretty weak and really 
tired – but this isn’t an excuse…” 

Fans from all over the world, particularly her 
home country of China, praised Fu on social 
media for breaking the silence regarding the 
menstrual cycles of female athletes. Many had 
not even known that it was possible for a wom-
an to swim in a pool on their period. “Some-
one accused Fu of lying, asking how she could 
have gone in the water on her period,” Sina 
Weibo user Dvingnew wrote, demonstrating 
that many still hold severe misconceptions re-
garding menstruation. Even more comment-
ers noted how vital it is to dispel the myth that 
swimming on your period is somehow unsafe 
or unhygienic. To be clear: it is completely safe 
to do so, especially if you are using some sort 

CHINESE SWIMMER SPEAKS 
PUBLICLY ABOUT PERIOD–A 

FIRST FOR CHINAkayli balin ’20

https://typeset-beta.imgix.net/rehost/2016/9/13/
fce86a64-1271-4200-a157-69a27dddea06.jpg
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of internal product 
such as a tampon. 

The perception of 
periods as taboo in 
China makes sense, 
considering that only 
a suggested 2% of 
Chinese women ac-
tively use tampons 
for their period, ac-
cording to Cotton 
Incorporated’s 2015 

Chinese Hygiene Product Study. They are rare-
ly seen on shelves in China, only in high-traf-
fic tourist areas. Other than that, you see only 
pads. The cause can be linked to deep-root-
ed western cultural resistance and inadequate 
sexual education in China.

Many women in China only talk about their 
periods in private, to other women. Even in pri-
vate, it’s more commonly referred to as “the 
great aunt” or “that.”

User TAO wrote on Sina Weibo, “I really ad-
mire Fu Yuanhui, for swimming while she was 
on her period - women can be affected during 
their periods, especially with period pain... she 
felt guilty for coming fourth, but Fu Yuanhui 
we’re still very proud of you.”

Fu, who left Rio with a bronze in the 100-me-

ter backstroke in a time of 58.76 seconds, 
proved to be a positive icon for China through-
out the 2016 Summer Olympics. Her goofy 
reactions and theatrical personality pointed to 
a healthy shift away from China’s infamous ob-
session with the gold medal and proving that 
even Olympic-level athletes are still people at 
the end of the day. Her popularity shows that 
people are now more interested in an athlete 
with heart and happiness than an unnamed 
athlete who competes like a robot. Hopefully 

Fu’s outspokenness can help open up the con-
versation about menstrual periods in China, 
and other countries where women’s hygiene is 
often swept under the rug.

     USER TAO WROTE ON SINA WEIBO, 
‘...FU YUANHUI WE’RE STILL VERY 

PROUD OF YOU.’”

http://pixel.nymag.com/imgs/fashion/daily/2016/08/10/Chinese-swimmer-Fu-Yuanhui/Chinese-swim-
mer-Fu-Yuanhui-01.w710.h473.2x.jpg

http://www.straitstimes.com/sites/default/files/st_20160818_
guperiod_8_252852122.jpg
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EIGHT YEARS AGO, THE 2008  
Beijing Olympics. With 1.3 billion pairs of 
earnest eyes on him, Liu Xiang finished 
his 110m hurdles final at the starting line. 
Not even attempting for the first hurdle, 
the champion of the 2004 Athens Olym-
pics stopped at the beginning and re-
signed from the track. “He already had 
problems with his Achilles tendon before 
the race,” his coach told the media.

Four years ago, the 2012 London 
Olympics. The nightmare repeated—fall-
ing at the first hurdle, Liu Xiang stood 
up, leaped on one foot to the terminal 
and kissed the last hurdle. This time, he 
broke his Achilles tendon.

As their expectations for the Olympic 
champion failed for the second time, the 
Chinese people felt disappointed, an-
gry, and betrayed. They blamed brokers 
for cramming Liu Xiang’s schedule with 
commercial events, leaving him little time 
for training. They blamed the Adminis-
tration of Sports for hiding Liu Xiang’s 
previous injury from the public. They 
blamed Liu Xiang himself for abusing the 
money of tax payers on excessive ad-
vertisements. They even rumored that 

the “injuries” were conspiracies by the 
government and brokers, who made Liu 
Xiang “act” as if he had an injury to hide 
that he lacked training and could not run 
fast enough to earn a medal, since not 
getting one would greatly devalue the in-
come from commercial contracts.

During first decade of the twenty-first 
century, facing the strong influx of West-
ern culture, China sought to boost the 
national pride of its people. An Asian 
runner breaking the world record in a 
Western-dominant sport could not have 
been more inspiring. The public idolized 
Liu Xiang as a warrior who broke through 
the western dominance over world-
class sports competitions, but he was 
only one person. Liu Xiang had to carry 
so many expectations from Chinese fans 
that his vulnerability and struggles were 
overlooked. When he failed to perform 
miracles, he was kicked off the divine 
seat and engulfed by a sea of criticism.

This year in Rio, luckily, the tragedy 
of Liu Xiang did not happen again. As 
getting medals was not such a scarce 
achievement for Chinese athletes in 
2016 as it was in 2008, people are more 
engaged in anecdotes of athletes than 
in the results of their competitions. This 
shift can largely be attributed to the 
spread of WeChat, a Chinese version of 
Facebook. In order to get more “likes” 
and “shares”, articles prefer to feature 
humorous moments of the Olympics, 
making the athletes more relatable and 
personable. As such, people have loos-
ened their pressure on athletes, caring 
less about the medals than celebrating 
and joking alongside their Olympians.

EVERYTHING

MEDALS ARE NOT

huihan li ’20

http://images.en.yibada.com/data/images/full/28182/chinas-liu-xiang-looks-up-after-kissing-the-last-hur-
dle-in-his-lane-during-his-mens-110-meter-hurdles-round-1-heat-at-the-london-2012-olympic-games.jpg
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Chinese people have readily adopted a more ca-
sual nonchalance about results, choosing instead 
to discuss fun facts of the athletes.

When Sun Yang, a Chinese champion swimmer, 
lost the gold medal for the 400m freestyle event, 
few Chinese blamed him for not being 0.13 sec-
onds faster; instead, they offered him immense 
support on facing defamation from the champion, 
Australian Mark Horton, who proclaimed Sun Yang 
a “drug cheat” to distract him from the competi-
tion. Two days later when Sun Yang beat Horton 
in the 200m final, Chinese people played and re-
played the GIF in which Sun Yang, after winning, 
clumsily pranced to the pool to pick up the swim-
ming cap that he meant to throw to the bleachers. 
Chinese realized that their athletes are not gods but 
humans, who need support and are relatable, close 
acquaintances.

The Chinese are also aware that they have among 
the best Olympians in the world. Zhang Jike, the 
the table tennis player ranked No. 2 in the world, 
was jokingly referred to as “the man who gives the 

opponent a love game with his ‘wake-up temper’” 
when he was still drowsy after a nap right before 
the match. People even made a song for the entire 
Chinese table tennis team, hailing their “loneliness” 
from a lack of rivals. Such topics greatly boost na-
tional pride, with a much greater effect than gov-
ernment propaganda about Liu Xiang back in 2008.

Most of all, China discovered that their athletes 
are perfect inspirations for duanzi (funny remarks 
and memes). Fu Yuanhui, a female Chinese swim-
mer, went viral on the Internet because of her ex-
aggerated facial expressions and comical remarks. 
Her grimace was made into a popular meme with a 
caption of “Ghost knows what I have been through”, 
and her mantra “I have used up all of my divine en-
ergy” was often quoted when friends chatted with 
each other. The Olympics have enriched the lives 
of fans all around, bringing humor and a different 
lens to view their athletes. As the new generation of 
Chinese becomes more generous to imperfection, 
the Olympics will be a relaxing celebration for the 
Chinese.

http://www.nbcolympics.com/sites/default/files/field_
image/12August2016/fu-yuanhui-usatsi_9437570.jpg
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The App that Broke Records
Pokémon Go is a free-to-play, location-based 

mobile app first released on July 6, 2016 on iOS and 
Android by software company Niantic, Inc.1 It set an 
Apple Record with the most App store downloads 
in its first week of release and also became the top 
free app in the Google Play Store.2 If you’ve ever 
played the Pokémon games when you were younger 
and wished that you could have a real-life Pokémon 
adventure, this might just be the game for you. 
Pokémon Go uses augmented reality technology 
and location data to superimpose virtual game-
play with camera data to make it seem as though 
Pokémon you encounter in the wild are actually in 
front of you. Using your GPS location, you find differ-
ent Pokémon as you walk/bike around. As of Octo-
ber 2016, only the first generation of Pokémon has 
been released. 

A Brief History of Pokémon Go
Pokémon is a contraction of the Japanese “Poket-

to Monsuta” (Pocket Monsters) brand that refers to 
both the game and the actual fictional species. The 
player is also known as a Pokémon Trainer; their goal 
is to catch all available species of pokémon and to 
battle, using said creatures, other trainers and even-
tually the Pokémon League. Trainers use Pokéballs to 
catch Pokémon they encounter in the wild, potions 
to heal their Pokémon, and various items to aid in 
“evolving” Pokémon or boosting certain stats.3

The Effects of Pokémon Go
If you live in any sort of metropolis/urban center, 

you may have noticed large clusterings of people on 
their phones. [In fact, if you’re by the Southeastern 
corner of Central Park in NYC, you may have even 
seen crowds of people running in a seemingly ran-
dom direction into traffic.] Even if you’re in a more 
rural or suburban area, you may have seen groups of 
people hanging around on their phones. One effect 
of Pokémon Go’s augmented reality model is that it 

YOUR NEXT ADVENTURE:  
A GUIDE TO POKÉMON GO

One effect of Pokémon Go’s augmented reality 
model is that it gets people on their feet and out their 
doors, a stark contrast from the traditional video 
game stereotype of an individual being glued to his/
her television or computer screen. (As for staying up 
late at night, there are those who go out at night to 
hunt pokémon, but please be advised as to the dan-
gers of wandering around, even in a crowded area, at 
night with your mobile device. Additionally, gameplay 
while operating a motor vehicle, riding a bicycle, or 
even a hoverboard, is not recommended.) 

While there are no strictly social features built into 
the games like messaging (as of yet) , one interesting 
feature of Pokémon Go is that it can bring people 
together. Players invite their friends to play with them, 
or even meet new people in local Pokémon hotspots 
(ie. locations with many pokestops/gyms or pokémon 
nests). Compared with the traditional paradigm of 
social apps - Facebook or Snapchat - that allow you 
to connect without meeting face-to-face, Pokemon 
Go forces you to meet in real life. Consequently, the 
geographic location necessary for gameplay results 
in differences such as race, age, gender, economic 
status, etc. being less important than the two facts 
that players are in the same location and share the 

miranda tran ‘19
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Looking to the Future
Like any game, Niantic often releases updates that 

can add features or change gameplay for its users 
based on how it thinks they will improve gameplay. 
For example, one feature the Pokemon Go team 
added is the ability to use a team of six pokémon 
when training a gym when originally players could 
only train a gym of their team with one pokémon. 
Why did Niantic do this? Experienced players may 
have noticed saturation of gyms with high level 
pokémon, which can effectively shut out newer 
players from taking on gyms. Included in this update 
notice is an upcoming feature where “the CP of the 
Pokémon you are training against may be temporarily 
adjusted lower during your training tgenerally match 
your Pokémon’s battle capabilities.”7 Presumably, this 
would allow new players to be able to battle against 
higher CP pokémon from the same gym and include 
them in what would’ve been a blocked off section of 
the game.

Other updates to look forward to include releases 
of other generation of pokémon, trading, breeding, 
more types of pokeballs, new evolutions, etc. (If you 
thought three evolution choices for EeVee wasn’t 
enough, two more were introduced in generation 
two: Umbreon and Espeon.) Given that pokémon in 
the game now do not have genders, it will be inter-
esting to see how Niantic intends to introduce breed-
ing. Some pokémon (ex. baby pokémon) can only 
be obtained via breeding. etc. Additionally, given the 
Halloween update (players earn double the amount 
of candy for every catch, hatch, and transfer, as well 
as buddy pokémon earning candy four times as 
quickly8), daily quests or various features aimed at 
creating long-term engagement in players could be in 
the works.9 

same interest. Notably, studies have shown “the best 
relationships come from repeated compulsory activi-
ty”, so habitual players may end up developing more 
meaningful social relationships than someone who 
might use Tinder to try to meet new people.4 

The minimal gameplay instruction in the actual 
game encourages interaction with others to develop 
or discover the best strategies for gameplay or the 
best locations to catch certain Pokémon. Communi-
ties in which players collaborate together are known 
as communities of practice.5 (Suggested resourc-
es for the curious gamer include the silphroad, the 
Pokemon Go reddit, Pokemon Go on GamePress, 
TrainerTips on YouTube etc.) 

Businesses and local economies in high-traffic 
Pokemon Go areas benefit Pokemon Go. As more 
players frequent an area, there are increases in local 
business activity. Say a Pokéstop or gym is within 
range of the outdoor seating of a cafe; you can bet 
the cafe will see some uptick in business as play-
ers stop in to rehydrate or rest their weary feet but 
still catch pokémon at the same time. Additional-
ly, some crafty businesses or local attractions (ie. 
churches, museums, etc.) have taken advantage of 
the Pokemon Go craze to set up lures to incentivize 
players to come to their location.

  
A Note on Popularity
Pokemon Go still remains popular despite its 

dethroning from its number one spot at Top Grossing 
game on the Apple Store with 700,000 daily down-
loads compared to its 26 million daily downloads at 
its peak around the end of July. It brings in 2 million 
in revenue daily compared to its 16 million at its 
peak around the end of July.6 Despite these falling 
numbers, game developers remain optimistic to that 
game’s future given possible future updates (trading, 
new generations, etc.) 
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 You start off by capturing your first Pokémon of which you have 
a choice of three: Bulbasaur, Charmander, and Squirtle. Tap on 
the Pokémon and throw your Pokéball with a flick of your finger. 

  A BEGINNER’S GUIDE

Now that you’re level 5, 
you can declare allegiance 
to one of three teams4

So you’ve downloaded Pokémon Go 
on your mobile device, registered for 
an account, what’s next? 

>>If you want a 
Pikachu, walk away 

three times from the start-
er Pokemon on the screen 
and a Pikachu will appear 

that you can catch!<<

 Pokéstops are locations of 
interest, usually local landmarks or 
notable locations. Pokéstops were 
mapped using data from Ingress, 
another mobile app by Niantic, 
Inc. New locations for Pokéstops 
can be suggested to Niantic, Inc. 
You can also request removal of 
Pokéstops. Clicking on the name 
of the Pokéstop gives you more 
information about the stop. Tap on 
the Pokéstop. You are taken to an 
information screen where you can 
spin the stop to receive items.

! START

LEVEL 5! 

Instinct - Spark - Zapdos
Pokemon are creatures with ex-
cellent intuition. I bet the secret 
to their intuition is related to how 
they’re hatched. Come and join 
my team. You never lose when you 
trust your instinct!

Mystic - Blanche - Articuno
The wisdom of Pokemon is im-
measurably deep. I’m research-
ing why it is that they evolve. My 
team? With our calm analysis of 
every situation, we can’t lose!

Valor - Candela - Moltres
Pokemon are stronger than hu-
mans, and they’re warmhearted, 
too! I’m researching ways to en-
hance Pokemon’s natural power in 
the pursuit of true strength. There’s 
no doubt that the Pokémon our 
team have trained are the strongest 

>>For quick level-
ing, use lucky eggs when 

evolving (new) pokémon and 
hatching many eggs.<<

POKESTOPS
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Gyms are similar to Pokéstops in 
terms of being real-world locations 
mapped with a giant tower. Players 
can leave pokémon in the gym as 
defenders and battle other pokémon 
of the same or opposing team to 
train the gym’s level up, or take it 
down to claim for one’s own team.GYMS

The appraisal feature allows trainers to get a better idea of their pokémons’ internal 
stats. Suggestion: Try evolving pokémon with higher IVs as they have a higher max 
CP. Pokemon with lower IVs cannot be stronger than Pokemon with higher IVs. 

1. Prestige: determines 
level of gym and how many 
pokémon can be left in it.

2. Open gyms: gyms 
with no pokémon can be 
claimed by leaving any 
pokémon in it. You can only 
leave one pokémon in each 
gym.

3. Training: gyms of your 
team can be trained. You 
use six of your pokémon to 
fight pokémon in the gym. 
Each win results in addition-
al prestige and experience.

4. Taking down opposing 
gyms: You use a team of six 
pokémon to battle an op-
posing team’s gym. Each win 
results in loss of prestige and 
gain of experience. 

5. Defender Bonus: For 
each pokémon that defends 
a gym, you can receive a 
bonus of 10 Pokecoins and 
500 stardust. Go to the main 
menu > shop > the button 
on the top right corner of the 
screen to collect your bonus. 
It can be collected every 21 

>>Pokecoins can 
be used to purchase items 

from the >shop. In-app 
purchases can also buy 

pokecoins.<<
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BATTLING 
MECHANISM

pokémon is attacking, your 
pokémon cannot dodge the 
attack. With version 0.39.0 for 
Android and version 1.9.0 for 
iOS, gym battles now includ-
ed queued moves. If you tap 
twice in succession to perform 
quick attacks, your pokémon 
will attack again once its at-
tack animation has ended. This 
decreases any sort of delay 
in attack present in previous 
versions where moves could 
not be queued. Only one move 
can be queued and the queue 
can be overwritten. Additionally, 
you can queue moves during 
the battle start animation, but 
note that the enemy pokémon 
always attacks twice first.6

EVOLVING
Any pokémon that has an 
evolution has a requisite amount of 
species-specific candies. Candies 
can be gained from catching more of 
the same pokémon or from hatching 
eggs. You also get one candy from 
evolving the Pokemon.

>>Swipe 
left or right 

to dodge an 
attack!<<

When in a gym battle, the 
screen will flash yellow in warn-
ing of the enemy Pokemon’s 
attack - swipe to dodge as 
soon as you see the flash. A 
quick attack is performed by 
tapping and a charge attack-a 
special attack requiring a prog-
ress bar to be filled up before 
it can be used-is performed by 
pressing and holding, hence 
“charge”. The attack animation 
for charge attacks is longer 
but charge attacks deal more 
damage. Spamming attacks 
or button mashing by tapping 
rapidly could disadvantage you. 
Each pokémon’s attack anima-
tion has a set time and will be 
played through. If the pokémon 
is attacking while the enemy 

>>Evolving eevees: 
In reference to the original TV 

series, the evolution of eevees can 
be controlled via their names. For a 

Vaporeon, name your eevee “Rainer”; 
for a Flareon, “Pyro”; for a Jolteon, 

“Sparky”. Note: This only works 
once per evolution.<<
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1. Walk 2/5/10 km to hatch a pokémon. A ran-
dom amount of candy will be given. Pokemon 
hatched from eggs usually have good IVs (Indivi-
Wdual Value). 
2. Duration: 30 minutes. Affects other players. 
Use on a Pokestop for a guaranteed Pokemon 
spawn every five minutes.  
3. Duration: 30 minutes. Affects only the play-
er. Use for a guaranteed Pokemon spawn every 
5 minutes if stationary – or a spawn every 200 
meters/minute – 30 pokémon max. It draws its 
spawn from pokémon available near you.
5. Duration: 30 minutes. Doubles experience 
gained by player. 

SPECIAL 
ITEMS

BUDDY POKEMON
With release of version 1.7.0 
for iOS and 0.37.0 for Android, 
Niantic, Inc. introduced buddy 
pokémon. Trainers can set one 
of their pokémon to walk with 
them (1, 3, 5 KM) for candy.8 
This is useful for rare pokémon 
as it is unlikely you will en-
counter many in the wild and 
be able to get enough candy 
to power up/evolve said rare 
pokémon. Be warned that any 
distance made when removing 
a buddy pokémon will be lost.

>>Pikachu as a 
buddy pokémon: Walking 

10 KM with a Pikachu set as 
your buddy results in the ani-

mation of the pikachu riding your 
trainer’s shoulder, as Pikachu 

does Ash in the main 
television series.<<

>>For 
quick leveling, use 

lucky eggs when evolving 
(new) pokémon and hatch-

ing many eggs.<<

>>Powering 
up pokémon requires 
stardust and candy; 
it increases their CP 

stats.<<

>>You 
can send dupli-

cate catches of your 
Pokemon to Professor 
Willow (that’s me!) for  

candy.<<
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http://9417-presscdn-0-52.pagely.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/hong-kong-disneyland-dim-sum-4.jpg
http://www.smartbrandingco.com/PomPrintBlog/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/SmirkEmoji-1021x1024.png

Title: Mount Emei
Artist: Angela Wang
Based off a photograph, this oil painting depicts the Emei Mountain of Chengdu in China. The 
green and blue hues of the trees and water contrast with the warm, pink house to create a bal-
anced atmosphere. 

https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/c9/64/df/c964df8ac98c52fea7b6c0d9223a25ed.jpg
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POLL: WHAT  KIND OF DIMSUM WOULD YOU BE?

ADDITIONAL ANSWERS:
~Chicken Feet-I may seem weird, but I’m actually quite nice~
~Custard bun-pleasantly sweet and also the custard filling that can 
ooze out is symbolic to my enthusiasm  :)~
~A steamy one        ~
~Pork and pork and more pork~
~[adorable Gudetama] poo poo~

http://9417-presscdn-0-52.pagely.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/hong-kong-disneyland-dim-sum-4.jpg
http://www.smartbrandingco.com/PomPrintBlog/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/SmirkEmoji-1021x1024.png

27

pa
ge

POLL: PLAYER OR NOT, TELL US ABOUT 
YOUR POKÉMON SUN AND MOON FAVES AND PLANS!

WHICH STARTER POKÉMON 
WILL YOU PICK?
POPPLIO (10.8%)
LITTEN (58.5%)
ROWLET (30.8%)

WHICH GAME VERSION ARE 
YOU PLANNING ON GETTING?
SUN  (10.8%)
MOON (23.1%)_
BOTH (3%)
NEITHER (63.1%)
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Tibet, China

Kerela, India

top left: Kealani Finegan ‘19, top 
right: Sidikha Ashraf ‘19, Kerala, 

India
middle: Lien Do, Hanoi, Vietnam

 bottom left: Harshita Yerramreddy 
‘18, Chennai, India; 

bottom right: Harshita Yerramreddy, 
Mahabalipuram, India

SIG
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A CULTURAL TRIP:

JAPAN
AND
CHINA

WHAT DID YOU DO DURING THE SUMMER    
between high school and university? For me, I went on 
a trip to two beautiful Asian countries—one has been 
my dream destination for years, Japan; and the other 
my own homeland, China. 

For many young people, Japan is an ideal destina-
tion; almost half of my friends visited it during their grad-
uation trips. I left Canada together with a couple friends 
a week after  graduation in June and flew to Tokyo. We 
spent three days there before heading to Kyoto, and 
then stopped at Osaka—the last Japanese city of our 
trip. We lived in Airbnb’s and figured out each day’s plan 
the night before. My first impression of this country was 
how convenient living can be, at least in its metropolis-
es: everywhere you go, there are convenience stores 
such as Family Mart and 7-11 with delicious onigiris and 
bento boxes, vending machines with varying beverage 
choices, and highly organized transportation signs and 
systems. 

yanni li ’20

GENERASIANS MAGAZINE Fall 2016
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The unique culture of Japan be-
gan to unfold in the most unfor-
gettable manner. When we were 
in Kyoto, one of our destinations 
was the Yasaka Shrine, where we 
collected the “Shuin,” a stamp 
visitors can obtain at shrines to 
commemorates their visits. And 
this is how my story went—as I 
was waiting for my Shuin, I inad-
vertently put my Starbucks cup on 
the counter, and suddenly a mid-
dle-aged Japanese man started 
raging against me, in Japanese.  I 
had some Japanese background, 
mainly from anime and a year at a 
community college; hence, I could 
understand most of his scolding. 
Nonetheless, stunned, I could 
only reply by saying “sumimasen” 
over and over again. From his 
5-minute long lecture, I realized 
how much the gods (kamisama) 
meant to Japanese people and 
that I was being very irreverent not 
only to the deities but also to the 
worshippers. The shrine is a holy 
place, and the Shuin counter is 
not where I can just casually place 
my coffee. 

Despite the insanely expensive 
taxi fare, my friends and I had to 
call for taxi often due to our in-
ability to navigate the complicat-
ed transportation system. What 
surprised me was how profes-
sional all the taxi drivers were—
they wear suits and white gloves, 
and they always try their best to 
get you to where you intend. The 
majority of the taxi drivers we en-
countered were very nice Japa-
nese men—we did not see any 
female Japanese driver during our 
10-day trip. Again, talking about 
professionalism: every morning, 
we saw, on the streets, hundreds 
of Japanese white-collars wearing 
similar suits, carrying similar brief-
cases, walking warily to the sub-
way. The work culture in Japan is 
a very rigorous one.

       I WAS BEING IRREVERENT NOT 
ONLY TO THE DEITIES BUT ALSO TO 

WORSHIPPERS.”

After our Japan trip, I went to 
China, the homeland to which 
I have not returned for almost 
three years. Was it the long time 
that obscured my memories, or 
was it my childish inobservance 
and naïveté the last time I vis-
ited that prevented me from 
noticing? This time, I realized 
and was very preoccupied by 
some conspicuous issues in 
China. However, as much as 
I was concerned by those is-
sues, I also acknowledge that 
my opinions are relative and are 
built upon comparisons—with 
the Western culture and with 
Japan. However, these obser-
vations are definitely worth con-
sidering. 

With my grandparents, I vis-
ited many cultural heritage sites 
such as the temples of Con-
fucius and Mencius, located in 
the Shandong Province—my 
birthplace. Surprisingly, during 
our tour, the guide explained 
that much of what we saw were 
merely replicas of the origi-
nal, built in late 1900s. Most 
of the original architecture and 
artifacts had been destroyed 
during the Cultural Revolution, 
a period in Chinese history that 
was both hopeful and hopeless. 
It saddened me greatly to think 
of all the rich historical heritag-
es being smashed into pieces 
for the so-called beginning of a 
“new era”, which also signified 
the destruction of history. 

Moreover, I have always 
thought of Confucius and Me-

nicus as great founders of the 
Chinese culture, almost sacred. 
However, the government made 
these places overwhelming-
ly commercialized—high ticket 
prices, merchandise shops ev-
erywhere, tour guides repeatedly 
bringing us to sellers… From my 
point of view, it was indeed blas-
phemy, but what could I do? 

Another thing I couldn’t quite 
adjust to was bargaining. For 
example, I wanted to buy a new 
phone and had my aunt to take 
me to the store. I witnessed how 
she lowered the price from 1700 
RMB originally to 1200 RMB and 
even got a free screen protection 
sheet. Later, as I asked her about 
it, she told me that the prices of-
fered to you at the beginning is 
not usually the price you actually 
pay in the end. Shopping in Chi-
na, you always have to ask, “is 
there a discount?” or “do you of-
fer a free gift?” Most of the time, 
the store will yield to you and ac-
cept a lower price—it is another 
way for them to compete with 
other places selling the same 
thing. Nevertheless, I just can’t 
bring myself to ask every time, 
“can you make it cheaper?” 

My summer in Asia led me to 
ponder more about differenc-
es between Western and East-
ern culture—how much of it is 
shaped by history and politics, 
and how much of it is shaped by 
the people? What leads to cultur-
al differences? There is yet more 
to discover. 

“
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HAKODATE HIGHLIGHTS
kealani finegan ‘19

This summer I studied abroad for two months in the quiet and gorgeous city of Hakodate in 
Hokkaido, Japan. While there are so many places I recommend seeing, I highlight a few of 

the most famous and historical sites to visit while in the city!
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Goryokaku Park (五稜郭公園)
Goryokaku is a fort in Hakodate famous for its iconic star shape 
and historical significance. The fort dates back to 1853 when the 
U.S. fleet arrived at Hakodate and demanded the ports be opened, 
an event known as the “arrival of the black ships.” Yielding to U.S. 
demands, the Tokugawa Shogunate opened up the port of Hako-
date in 1854, but determined to maintain control over the area. The 
Shogunate encouraged development, land reclamation, and fortifica-
tion. Ayasaburo Takedo, a researcher of Dutch studies, was commis-
sioned to design a new fort, what would be Goryokaku Fort. It was 
built to signify a new era for the Shogunate but after much fighting, 
ultimately the site of the Shogunate fell and the end of the feudal sys-
tem ended. However, Goryokaku opened to the public in 1914 as a 
park, and in 1952 it was designated as a special historic site by the 
Japanese government. It is one of the top tourist attractions in Hako-
date, especially during the spring when the cherry blossoms are all in bloom. If the weather is warm, you 
can also rent a boat and go boating around the moat! Definitely check it out if you’re ever in Hakodate!

Mount Hakodate Night View (函館山夜景)
Another famous site in Hakodate is the view from the top of Mount 
Hakodate located in the bay area. The view is ranked among the best 
in the world and is a must-see if you’re in the city. The observatory at 
the summit of Mount Hakodate is approximately 1096 feet tall (334 
meters), and it only takes about three minutes from the base to the 
top via ropeway. The relative closeness and the its angle make for a 
stunning view. Additionally, the lighting at night is not overly artificial; 
the city is lit by the lights from the houses of Hakodate residents, 
creating a warm and gentle glow over the city. Lastly, the ocean sur-
rounds the land on both sides, creating a beautiful and unique curve 
along the coast. The lights of the land contrasting the darkness of the 
sea accentuates the stunning natural geography. The observatory it-
self is also an attraction, containing a gift shop along with restaurants 
and cafes.

Motomachi (元町)
Motomachi is the name of the historical district of Hakodate whose 
streets are lined with blended Western and Japanese buildings, 
dating to the late 1800s. When the port of Hakodate was initially 
opened, it was the Motomachi area that first flourished from foreign 
trade. The sloping streets provide clear views to the ocean and gor-
geous Western-influenced building such as Catholic churches and 
old consulate buildings. At night these streets and buildings are lit, 
making for a beautifully illuminated backdrop. In the winter the trees 
are strung with lights, as part of an event called “Hakodate Illumina-
tion.” The area is also famous for its soft-serve ice cream (which is 
made from special Hokkaido produced milk) and on Minatogaoka 
Street, there is one soft-serve store after another! The stunning area 
provides a leisurely get-away from the busier city streets and also 
illustrates the deep history of the city of Hakodate.
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kealani finegan ’19

THE 
PROMINENCE

OF
RECENT ISSUES CONCERNING ASIAN-AMERICANS 

in the entertainment business have centered on their lack 
of representation and constant stereotyping 

in Hollywood and on television. Casting 
choices such as Emma Stone to play 
a character of Hawaiian and Chinese 

heritage in Aloha, to dragon lady roles 
acted out by Lucy Liu (e.g. O-Ren Ishii 
in Kill Bill and Ling Woo in Ally McBeal), 

to the heavily stereotype-based Raj 
Koothrappali in the Big Bang Theory 

illustrate some of the unfortunately 
common representations of Asian 
and Pacific Islander peoples in 
mainstream media. According to a 
report from GLAAD, an association 

of journalists and activists for LGBT 
and minority groups, Asians made up 

only 6% of regular characters cast on major 
networks, further demonstrating how Asians 

continue to struggle with their on-screen presence. 
However, many Asian-Americans have found their way to 

the screen via a different route: Youtube, which has served 
as a popular base from which beauty and fashion gurus are 
able to share their interests and personal stories. Popular 
channels, which I often watch, include Korean-American 
Jenn Im (Clothesencouters), Chinese-American Karen Yeung 
(Iamkareno), and Vietnamese-American Vivain Vo-Farmer 
(Viviannnv) who all are women in their early to mid-twenties 
projecting towards a similarly aged and gendered crowd. 
None of them began with dreams to make a career out of 
Youtube, yet they, along with many other Asian-Americans, 
have reached soaring success. I seek to understand the 
reasons behind such immense popularity and success of 
Asian-American Youtubers in contrast to the larger screens 
of Hollywood and national television networks, as well 
as examine Youtube which has given a platform to this 
generation of Asian-American women who seek audience, 
acknowledgement, and a way to express themselves within 
limits of a still discriminatory society. 

The answers to these questions lies in the word: relatability. 
http://www.karenrosalie.com/beauty/
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ASIAN YOUTUBERS 
AND FASHION GURUS

THE ASIAN
FASHION YOUTUBER 
IS ABLE TO CONNECT 

WITH US IN MORE WAYS 
THAN JUST AGE AND 

GENDER.”

“

This word is the foundation and the driving force 
behind the success of Youtubers on a whole. 
In particular, fashion Youtubers fill the difference 
between high-end commercialism and the everyday 
consumer. They act as a liaison, taking products 
and stylizing them to their individual tastes. 
Consequently, the foreignness of the product-user 
experience is broken down and personalized. Akin 
to trying on clothes at store, the fashion Youtuber 
acts as the model and mirror in which we as viewers 
are able to envision ourselves.

Here enters another form of relatability. If the 
Youtuber is the model in which we, as Asian and 
Asian-American young women see ourselves, the 
Asian fashion Youtuber is able to connect with us 
in more ways than just age and gender. Where it 
would seem ethnicity has been a setback for many 
in mainstream media, it works to the advantage 
of many Youtubers. In an interview for the Seattle 
Globalist, Vivian Vo-Farmer, an 18-year old Seattle 
based Youtuber, states “I do think [being Vietnamese-
American] is somewhat of an advantage… A lot of 
my audience is Vietnamese/Asian so a lot of times 
they can relate to me in ways such as body types 
to more personal aspects such as similarities in 
upbringings”. Identity and relatability intermingle. 
As a result of movie and television sidelining, Asian-
Americans find relatability in the Youtuber instead. 
The ethnic similarities and the communal struggles 
of identity can be shared through Youtube. From 
lamenting jokes about Asians to confronting the 
ideal Asian body type, Youtubers are both fashion 
inspirations and sources of solace. 

Highlighting the medium itself, Youtube fashion 
videos have a home-made effect to them. 
The acting, filming, and editing is done almost 
exclusively by the Youtuber themselves or with help 
from their friends. While some have the resources 
for very high quality cameras, typically there is still a 
sense of individual work. Each establish their own 
work through camera movements, uses of lighting, 

and the set-up of the camera (where they talk 
directly to the camera). These aspects make the 
videos personal and more relatable. In fact, if the 
videos become too professional we lose that sense 
of connection and they feel almost corporate and 
commercial. The Youtuber Jenn Im, whose videos 
have evolved from very amateur to very edited and 
professional. With many sponsorships, Im has been 
able to make a career out of Youtube, however I 
feel the increase in commercial presence, while 
certainly indicative of popularity, has distanced her 
from an audience more accustomed to the home-
made sense of her earlier videos.

As a whole, the Asian-American fashionistas 
have flourished tremendously with the help of 
Youtube and other social media platforms that allow 
their opinions, styles, and stories to be shared. As 
individual entrepreneurship intermingles with 
the freedom of social media, minority groups 
that have long been denied full access to 
large screens are able to bypass the 
corporate and seek out their own 
path to fame. In fact, it is not 
so much fame that they set 
out looking for, as many 
never envisioned 
themselves profiting 
off of Youtube videos. 
Instead it is recognition 
they sought—an outlet to 
express their creative qualities. 
Youtube has provided that and 
their prominence is a signifier of Asian-
American’s abilities and desires to be seen 
as something other than the stereotypes 
often placed upon them. To this generation of 
imaginative thinkers and makers, Youtube is the 
means by which they redefine stereotypes of the 
past millennia.
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TRUE TO YOUR 
HEART: 

A TRIBUTE TO 

THE ASIAN 

DISNEY 

PRINCESSES
hope kim ‘18

DISNEY PRINCESSES.
The perfect click bait and some of the most cele-

brated fictional role models to have emerged in the 
past decade.

They exude not only beauty and grace, but com-
passion, intelligence, and strength in all of its many 
forms. And while it may be hard to believe, it’s been 
almost three years since Disney released a prin-
cess-centered film, the last being Frozen. Although 
I’m hard-pressed to say that Moana will be able to top 
it, the first few posters and trailers that we’ve been 
privy to certainly look promising. Not that popularity 
means everything. I, for one, am just glad to see a 
Pacific Islander finally join the ranks of Princess Jas-
mine and Mulan.

Sadly, Lilo and Stitch’s precocious heroine didn’t 
qualify for the honor. 

By the time this article is published, Moana and her 
friends will be well on their way. So until then, I’d like 
to take a moment to celebrate the other two prin-

cesses who taught us to break the rules from time to 
time and follow the sound of our hearts.

 In 1992, we were introduced to our first Asian Dis-
ney Princess in Aladdin. The feisty Jasmine was, in 
many ways, the diamond in the rough’s equal. She 
was a woman unsatisfied with the cards she’d been 
dealt with. While you’d think that as royalty she’d be 
living a rather cushy life, both Jasmine and Aladdin 
are living proof of the phrase “don’t judge a book by 
its cover.” Unlike her original conception as a spoiled 
drama queen, Agrabah’s crown princess is discon-
tent with her lack of freedom and unafraid of express-
ing said discontent. Later in the film, she proves to 
be well aware of her femininity, even wielding it as a 
weapon when necessary. All in all, Jasmine managed 
to embody the heart of Disney's little mermaid, Ariel, 
without being as passive about everything happening 
around her.

As much as I enjoy Jasmine’s personality, Mulan 
was and always will be my favorite “princess.” Six 

https://lumiere-a.akamaihd.net/v1/images/image_f6e45c87.png
https://images.moviepilot.com/image/upload/c_fill,h_470,q_auto:good,w_620/ne-
gam35suyhxaoxpshyy.jpg

https://a.dilcdn.com/bl/wp-content/uploads/sites/25/2014/10/jasmine-disney-doppelgangers.jpg
http://www.rotoscopers.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/moana-disney-still-new.jpg
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years after the release of Aladdin, Mulan de-
buted in theatres and taught young women that 
the content of their characters matter so much 
more than any image others may harbor. Even 
when put against impossible odds, our deter-
mined heroine manages to achieve an honor 
almost higher than that of royalty. After all, she 
ends up the savior of an entire country. And she 
manages to do so while challenging political 
and social norms. If Mulan isn’t a positive role 
model, I don’t know who is. She never fails to 
remain true to who she is throughout her film, 
managing to seize the day through her courage 
and smarts rather than martial strength alone. 

Nowadays, I think that we are all too concerned with 
the image of a “strong female protagonist” being one 
that knows how to fight. Fleshed-out characters are 
far more interesting than those who beat up baddies 
and do nothing else.

And last but not least, let’s look at the newest addi-
tion to Disney’s ensemble: Moana.

With newcomer Auliʻi Cravalho as the titular prin-
cess and Dwayne Johnson as a self-proclaimed 
“greatest demi-god” named Maui, Moana is set to 
be an epic adventure. Our heroine comes from a 
long line of navigators and seeks to explore the un-
charted parts of Oceania for the sake of her village. 
Like several of her predecessors, she appears to be 
a headstrong and spirited girl with an abundance of 

teenage charm. She was also designed with a 
more realistic body type in mind, a solid step in 
the right direction after the controversial tweaks 
made to Brave’s Merida. The fact that native 
Hawaiians were recruited to provide the voice 
for both Moana and some of the film’s music, 
however, shows a great deal of passion for the 
project–no matter what effect it may have in the 
foreseeable future.

For this reason and more, you can bet on the 
newest princess’ two animal sidekicks that I’ll 
be at a movie theatre on November 23rd.

https://a.dilcdn.com/bl/wp-content/uploads/sites/25/2014/10/jasmine-disney-doppelgangers.jpg
http://www.rotoscopers.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/moana-disney-still-new.jpg
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ayla han ’20

THE ADMIRAL! LEE SEUNG GI! HAN GA IN!
Hollywood often brings to mind movies (Titanic! 

Forrest Gump!) and celebrities, such as Angelina Jo-
lie and George Clooney. But there’s one place where 
movies such as The Admiral, and celebrity names 
such as Lee Seung Gi, and Han Ga In elicit the same 
excited response that most Americans would give 
for beloved Hollywood movies and stars: Singa-
pore!        

But why is this the case, you ask? Well first, let’s 
look at some fun facts:

Did you know that Singapore is a tropical island 
country at the tip of the Malay Peninsula in South-
east Asia? It is composed of Singapore’s island 
and around 50 other smaller islands. At around 255 
square miles, it is one of the smallest countries in the 
world, and it has a population of around 5 million. 
Singapore is relatively ethnically diverse, with four of-
ficial languages: English, Mandarin, Malay, and Tamil.

So it’s small, but diverse. How does this unique 
population incorporate Korean cinema into their lives?

Increasingly, Singapore has been catching on 
to the recent Korean culture boom. According to 
Wellesley first-year Nicole Tan, an international stu-
dent from Singapore, before Korea gained popularity 
in Singapore, Japanese culture had been the dom-
inant craze, with Japanese movies, celebrities, and 
food being incorporated in Singaporean life. Howev-
er, Singaporeans have now embraced Korea by im-
plementing Korean culture, notably Korean movies, 
into popular culture. “It’s probably because Singa-
pore is so small that we don’t really have our own 
entertainment—we just absorb other cultures’,” says 
Nicole. Thus, it can be inferred that Singapore’s size 
and its diversity identity, combined with the recent in-
ternational rise of Korean culture, make it so that Sin-
gaporeans are open to absorbing and enjoying many 
popular elements of Korea. 

KOREAN 
CINEMA IN

SINGAPORE

3.bp.blogspot.com/-YK5vsYWd_oc/UKUDT0wvIcI/
AAAAAAAAABo/8wdeKMDYCU0/s1600/
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Korean movies such as A Hard Day, Ode to My 
Father, and Northern Limit Line, have high viewer 
ratings in Singapore so much so that there is an an-
nual film festival, called the Korean Film Festival in 
Singapore screening only Korean movies in Singa-
pore. Famous Korean celebrities who have become 
popular in Singapore, such Lee Seung Gi, Kang Ha 
Neul, and Han Ga In, and famous Singaporeans in 
cinema, such as famous director Eric Khoo, attend 
the festival—as well as many Singaporean fans!

Additionally, because this rise in Korean cinema 
popularity coincides with the strengthening diplo-
matic relationship between Singapore and Korea, 
important Korean government officials attend the 
film festival as well. In fact, last year’s film festival’s 
theme was the celebration of 40 years of Korea-Sin-
gapore relations. During these  past 40 years, the 
two countries have become each other’s main 
trade partners, with Singapore supplying a knowl-
edge-based market, and Korea supplying a creative 
market. Thus, cinema and diplomacy have been 
tied, and the rise in the popularity of cinema cel-
ebrates not only cinema itself, but also the bigger 
concept of friendly relations between two countries.

On the surface, it may seem like the increasing 
popularity of Korean cinema in Singapore is just an-
other country buying into the recent boom of Kore-
an culture. But because of the relationship between 
cinema and diplomacy, ultimately celebrations such 
as the 2015 Film Festival show the incredible pow-
er of all cinema—not just Korean—to bring people 
together through a shared appreciation. So here’s 
to hoping for more good Korean movies, and more 
importantly, a continuing relationship between two 
amazingly unique countries!

 HOWEVER, SINGAPOREANS
HAVE NOW EMBRACED KOREA BY 
IMPLEMENTING KOREAN CULTURE, 
NOTABLY KOREAN MOVIES, INTO 

POPULAR CULTURE.”

honestrips.com/AdminPanel/PackageImage/16092016052836PMSingapore.jpg
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THE VEGETARIAN

IT IS A TRUTH UNIVERSALLY 
acknowledged that the more a 
book mystifies you, the more you 
desire an explanation. That is 
the state of confusion I was left 
in after reading Han Kang’s The 
Vegetarian. Originally published as 
three novellas in 2007, the novellas 
were combined and translated by 
Deborah Smith into English in early 
2016. Although received in Korea 
as “very extreme and bizarre,” it 
won the Yi Sang Literary Prize and 
has since been translated into nine 
other languages. The story begins 
with the narration of Yeong-Hye’s 
husband, who expects his wife to 
perform all of the duties expected 
of a wife including cooking, 
cleaning, and satisfying his sexual 
desires. One day, he sees Yeong-
Hye standing in front of the 
fridge, throwing all of the meat in 
the freezer into the trash. When 
asked why, Yeong-Hye responds 
very simply, “I had a dream.” As 
Yeong-Hye continues to reject any 
consumption or presence of meat 
in her household, her husband 
becomes very frustrated and 
confides in her family. This results 
in a senselessly violent scene in 
which Yeong-Hye’s father attempts 
to force meat down her throat at a 
family dinner. In a show of defiance, 
Yeong-Hye slashes her wrist to 
escape eating meat and is sent to 
the hospital.

MONGOLIAN MARK

The second part of the book 
is narrated by Yeong-Hye’s brother-
in-law who remains unnamed 
throughout the book. He is an artist 
who is obsessed with creating his 
next masterpiece. When he finds 
out that Yeong-Hye has a birthmark 

FLAMING TREES

In the last part of The 
Vegetarian, narrated by Yeong-
Hye’s sister In-Hye, Yeong-Hye 
has given up most worldly activities 
including eating. She proclaims 
that she wants to become a plant. 
While in the mental hospital, she 
withers away because of her refusal 
to eat and she stands on her head 
for hours every day, attempting to 
mimic the root of a plant attached 
to the earth. The novel does not 
offer an explanation as to what 
happens to any of the characters. 
In fact, Yeong-Hye’s only offer of 
a goodbye is “I’m not an animal 
anymore.” 

In many ways, this novel 
can be interpreted as a piece of 
social protest. A Korean woman 
is expected to conform to the 
conventions of wife, daughter, 
and sister. Throughout the novel, 
Yeong-Hye begins to chip away 
at the expectations. First, she 
gives up eating and cooking 
meat, obstinately rejecting her 
husband’s and her father’s 
desires. She refuses to make 
conversation with others at her 
husband’s networking dinner. She 
sleeps with her sister’s husband, 
violating the norms of not only a 
sister, but also a compassionate 
person. Finally, she gives up 
consumption all together, 
ultimately relinquishing her very 
own existence. Yes, this novel 
could be interpreted through the 
trope of a woman trapped under 
social expectation, attempting to 
break free. However, interpreting 
The Vegetarian as such would do 
a disservice to a piece that is, at its 
core, not to be explained away or 
cornered into a reason why. What 
makes the book so deeply visceral 
and mystical is Han Kang’s style of 
prose. She writes each sentence 
matter-of-factly, creating a bizarre 
sequence of events that could 
only happen in someone’s wildest 
dreams. Sitting in my seat on a 
flight back from Chicago, I stared 
incredulously at the last page of 
The Vegetarian, scouring the last 
few lines for some sort of meaning, 
a takeaway, from the novel. At 
first, I felt deeply unsatisfied. 
There were many questions left 
unanswered. But perhaps, there 
were no answers to be had.  

shaped like a flower, also called a 
Mongolian Mark, he imagines an 
art piece in which two people make 
love while painted in flowers. He 
coerces Yeong-Hye, now divorced 
and living alone, to take part in his 
art-piece. Eventually, he sleeps with 
her, in turn cheating on his wife. 

https://www.bustle.com/articles/161190
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   My parents immigrated to Canada when I was 4, flying nearly 15 hours with my 3 year old sister and me 
to settle on the other half of the world. My last sister, with whom I have a 7 year age difference, hadn’t even 
been born yet. We were immigrating to Canada because my dad was finishing his master’s at a university 
in Edmonton, Alberta, where we continue to live today. 

   Since my sister and I were so young when we left Korea-we had only lived in Korea for a total of 2 years-
we didn’t really remember it. Because of this, immigrating for us was much easier because we knew too 
little about our old world to be stuck halfway in and halfway out of out new one. For us, the hardest part of 
adjusting was the language barrier; we had come to Canada with no English in our vocabulary. But even 
that was less of a problem for us than for our parents because our ages made it extremely easy for us to 
absorb the language. Therefore, it was relatively easy for me to grow up with Canada, combined with a 
few Korean elements, as my home. 

   When I first came to America, I was worried that the addition of another country would upset this balance 
between Canada and Korea upon which I had found my home. Ultimately, I’ve found that one’s definition 
of home can expand across many different countries and cultures. Therefore, to me, it is not the physical 
ground that I stand on that gives me solid ground beneath my feet. I now consider America a home as 
well. 

HOME.
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michelle quin ‘19

Tea eggs are an aromatic Chinese dish in which the shells of boiled eggs are cracked in 
order to thoroughly infuse flavor. The cracked eggs are then simmered in tea. My family 
uses soy sauce in addition to tea in order to get a stronger taste into the eggs.

     -12 eggs (or less if you want!)
     -3 tbsp soy sauce
     -2 tbsp Chinese five spice powder
     -1 star anise
     

1 Place eggs in pot and fill pot with wa-
ter until the eggs are just covered. Cook until 
the water is boiled, and then simmer for three 
minutes.

2 Drain eggs and cool. Gently crack the 
shells of the eggs all over without removing the 
shell (tap lightly against a hard surface).

3 Place eggs back into the pot and cover 
with water again. Add in the soy sauce, five 
spice powder, star anise, and tea bag(s). Bring 
the pot to a boil, then turn heat down to low 
and simmer for an hour.

4 Drain eggs. The eggs should have a mar-
bled effect and be stained a light to medium 
brown.

CHINESE TEA EGG 

     -1 star anise
     -1 tea bag (any black tea, can use 2 
     tea bags if you want more tea flavor)
     -water 

Ingredients 

http://funwidfud.blogspot.com/2011/12/chinese-tea-eggsmarbled-eggs.htmlGENERASIANS MAGAZINE Fall 2016
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THIS YEAR, WELLESLEY COLLEGE WELCOMED 
its newest addition to the Career Education 
department: Christine Yip Cruzvergara, the 
school’s first Executive Director and Associate 
Provost for Career Education. Before coming to 
Wellesley, Ms. Cruzvergara worked at George 
Washington University, George Mason University, 
and Georgetown University. At Wellesley, Ms. 
Cruzvergara is redesigning career education 
to best prepare our students and alumnae to 
craft a lifetime of opportunity and reach their full 
potential. I recently had the opportunity to sit down 
with Cruzvergara and discuss her background and 
career—as well as some fun facts!

WHERE ARE YOU FROM?
I was born and raised in Northern Virginia/DC Metro 

area, Springfield to be specific. For college, I went to 
James Madison University in Harrisonburg, Virginia, 
and came back up to the DC Metro area for graduate 
school. I’ve lived in the US all my life, but my parents 
were immigrants.

WHAT ETHNICITY ARE YOU?
Chinese.

WHAT LED YOU TO A CAREER IN CAREER 
EDUCATION AT WELLESLEY? 

It’s been a serendipitous path, I would say. Growing 
up, I wanted to be a lot of different things, I wanted to 
be an actress, a teacher … When I was in college, I 
thought I wanted to be marriage and family counselor 
and open up my own practice. But then I got really 
worried that I wouldn’t want to listen to people’s marital 
problems for 40 hours a week and I started to rethink 
my career path a little bit. I was in my junior year of 
college and realized I wasn’t really sure what I wanted 
to do anymore. I turned to those I trusted, my faculty 
members and advisors in my on-campus jobs / clubs 
and they suggested using my counseling skills in a 
more positive setting, such as higher education. The 
thought of working on a college campus had never 
occurred to me, but it seemed like a perfect blend of all 
the things I loved… education, students, and I would 
still have the opportunity to make a difference in the 
lives of those around me. 

After undergrad at JMU, I went on to grad school at 
the University of Maryland – College Park. While UMD 
happens to have the best College Student Personnel 
program in the country, I actually chose it for very 
personal reasons. At UMD, I made the decision to take 
a graduate assistantship in career services since I never 
took advantage of the office myself as an undergrad. 
I figured it was an opportune time to try something 
I knew nothing about and see if I liked it enough to 
consider it a possible area for work down the road. 
In this experience, I learned that I deeply cared about 
working with students and individuals in transition. 

My first position out of graduate school was 
at George Washington University in new student 
orientation and student activities. I then moved onto 
Georgetown where I went back into career services 
and later transitioned to George Mason University 
(Mason) where I also led a significant redesign of 
their career department. At Mason, I discovered that 
I love leading change and I appreciate the challenge 
of rebuilding and building something new. When I was 
approached by the search consultant for my current 
position, I was drawn to the commitment Wellesley 
had made to career education and to the opportunity 
to build a transformational experience that will impact 
our students and alumnae for a lifetime. 

An Interview With 
Ms. Christine Cruzvergara: 
Wellesley Executive Director and 
Associate Provost for Career Education

yudaam han ’20
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Each transition point for me was a result of being 
open, rather than having a concrete plan. I’ve found 
great value in being curious, in being open to chance 
opportunities, and for taking on new responsibilities to 
grow and learn. A lot of my life, I didn’t always feel 
ready for every new role I would take on, but I trusted 
that I would figure it out. That’s how we learn and grow, 
we take risks and stretch ourselves.  

HOW DO YOU RECOMMEND STUDENTS 
BALANCE FULFILLING REQUIREMENTS WITH 
FULFILLING INTERESTS?

I’m not sure if I have a clear answer for this, but I 
would say that students have the time here to both fulfill 
requirements and explore interests; so take advantage 
of that! I highly recommend trying something completely 
new—it could open you up to interests you never knew 
you had. The potential of interdisciplinary learning is 
a huge advantage of the liberal arts. It is imperative 
that we educate leaders who are prepared to tackle 
the issues of our time with thoughtful inquiry, deep 
analysis, strong communication, and an understanding 
of how multiple areas of expertise must combine to 
form solutions. 

WHAT IS THE VALUE OF A LIBERAL ARTS 
EDUCATION IN THE WORKPLACE TODAY?

Our generation will change careers 4 or 5 times 
over the course of our lifetime, and have 10+ more 
jobs between now and retirement. We need to prepare 
ourselves for a changing economy and for jobs that 
don’t even exist yet. There’s a huge value in a liberal 
arts education because it teaches adaptability and 
flexibility, which are both so important in our rapidly 
changing world. The adaptability you learn here is 
practice for life. 

LASTLY, WHAT ADVICE DO YOU HAVE FOR 
BALANCING PRACTICALITY WITH PASSION 
WHEN CHOOSING A CAREER?

This is a very personal decision and one that each 
student will have to answer for herself. I think it’s 
important to think about the totality of the life you wish 
to create. Consider the possibilities of how you might 

incorporate your interests, passions, and practicality 
into all areas of your life, not just your career. Perhaps 
you’ll find a way to commoditize your passion and it will 
become the main source of your career, or perhaps you’ll 
find opportunities to intersect some of your interests 
in your job, or maybe you’ll choose professions that 
best utilize your strengths and contributions to society 
while you enjoy your passion as a hobby or through 
engagement with your community.  

On a very personal level, my parents wanted me to 
choose a more “practical career” and they had a hard 
time understanding why I chose to study psychology or 
why I decided to go into higher education. It took years 
of conversation and patience – on both sides – for us 
to come to some understanding. My parents were 
immigrants and they came here to give my little brother 
and me a better life. For them, a better life and success 
equated to income and wealth. My choices didn’t 
initially make sense to them. It wasn’t until I pointed out 
that they already gave us a better life because unlike 
them, I had the opportunity to wake up every morning 
and enjoy my work. They worked because they had 
to, they worked to put food on the table, to make 
ends meet, they didn’t always enjoy what they did. 
Work was simply a job for them. But for me, their hard 
work put me in a position and gave me the privilege of 
engaging in a career that was meaningful for me. That 
conversation was a tipping point in my relationship with 
my parents and in their understanding of how I could 
mesh practicality with passion. 

WHAT WOULD YOU EAT IF IT WERE YOUR LAST 
MEAL?

Steak, rice, cheesy potatoes, and my husband’s 
strawberry shortcake for dessert.

FAVORITE PLACE ON CAMPUS?
The path between Founders and the library and the 

“Harry Potter” stairs leading up to Green Hall.

HOW WOULD YOU SURVIVE A ZOMBIE 
APOCALYPSE?

I probably wouldn’t survive.



I WAS BORN AND RAISED IN THE UNITED 
States, submerged in American culture my entire 
life. However, I owe 50% of my being to the Phil-
ippines—while having given 100% of my being to 
America. 

Does that make me a bad person? 

I was born to a Caucasian mother and a Filipino 
father in an upper middle-class town in Long Is-
land, New York. My parents’ story seemed simple 
enough: a white woman volunteering in the Peace 
Corps in my father’s town in the Philippines. They 
fell in love and after many years, she brought him 
back with her and got married in America. From a 
young age I knew the story; I knew that my dad 
was from another country, and that he could speak 
another language that I couldn’t recognize. 

I never once felt out of place within the comfort 
of my particularly accepting and liberal family, but 
when I stepped out into the world and began to 
question my surroundings, I began to notice how 
different my family appeared to be to others. On 
our street in the suburbs of Baltimore, my dad is the 
darkest man in our neighborhood. And although 
there was no shortage of East Asian students at 
any of the public schools I attended, I seemed to 

be in an extremely small minority of students bear-
ing South-Eastern Asian heritage, let alone mixed 
race.

 People love to judge. And I don’t blame them. 

It’s a survival instinct. 

We are evolutionarily trained to be able to make 
inferences in less than a second. What we suck at 
is changing them, and particularly, acting on them. 
A good story I like to tell is one my mother recently 
shared with me about when I was little. 

I was around two years old when my mom 
took me to a supermarket. I was sitting in the 
front of the shopping cart with my mother at the 
deli counter when a woman approached us and 
asked, “When did you adopt her? She’s beautiful!” 
She’d assumed that because I looked Asian, and 
East Asian at that, I did not biologically belong to 
the person who was raising me. Judging the differ-
ences in our eye structure and hair type, the wom-
an could locate no similar features to immediately 
identify my mother and I as family – my mother, 
in her eyes, was white, and me, in her eyes, was 
Asian. 

Which meant that we weren’t related. 

ON BEING A NOT SO 
ASIAN AMERICAN

kayli balin ’20
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ON BEING A NOT SO 
Dealing with slights like that, little micro-insults 

that on the outside seemed innocent, and in the 
end, understanding them, eventually took a toll on 
me. Was I bad because I was different from the 
people around me? What more could I do to stop 
being singled out for my looks? I even felt bad 
that I didn’t look like a “real” Asian. An Asian, I lat-
er learned, of Chinese, Japanese, or Korean de-
scent. I now know that that’s what people mean 
when they say “Asian.” 

Oftentimes, people who ask “what are you” 
are shocked to learn 
that I am half Filipino. 
I don’t even both-
er saying I’m white 
because they only 
want to know why 
I look foreign, why I 
don’t look complete-
ly white. My sister 
and I have been mis-
taken multiple times 
for being Hawaiian, 
Mexican, or Native 
American. One time a woman approached my 
sister (who happens to be naturally  much tanner 
than I) speaking to her in Spanish because she 
looked Latina.

I thought I was doing a pretty good job being an 
All-American girl, even under my circumstances, 
up until fourth grade. I was in class when I raised 
my hand to answer a question about a book we’d 
just finished reading. After I said my piece, a boy 
in my class sneered and exclaimed “Be quiet, no 
one wants to listen to you and your Filipino ways.”  
All this time, I was trying to be just another kid in 
elementary school. What was I doing that was so 
wrong, or better yet, why was it wrong that it was 
not in the “American” way? 

I always wondered why my dad never taught 
me Tagalog. But I wondered too late, and by the 
time I realized I wanted to be able to speak with 
my father’s family, it was a lot harder to learn if 
I’d been at a younger age where language appre-
hension is significantly easier.  I asked him why he 
never taught my siblings or me, and he told me 
he was scared it would make learning English too 
confusing. In retrospect, I was mad. He’d with-
held a major key to a culture that was half of me! 
How could he do that? But now I understand his 

fears. A foreign man 
afraid of his language 
getting in the way of 
his American child’s 
education. And even 
though I may only 
know “hello,” “good-
bye,” and “all done” 
in Tagalog, I grew 
closer to my father. 
I grew closer to him 
because his fears for 
his children showed 

how much he’d sacrificed for his family, all for a 
life in America. 

So it makes sense that today, biracial Asian-Cau-
casians are more likely to identify with whites than 
they are with Asians. Even so, the thought scares 
me because I am the statistic here. I do tend to 
identify more with my white side than my Asian 
side. All of my time being an “American” kid has 
deprived me of honoring the other 50% of my be-
ing.  

It took me a long time to acknowledge my Filipi-
no heritage, and an even longer time to be proud 
of it. But now here I am, on the cusp of adulthood, 
understanding more and more each day what a 
privilege it is to be mixed race. To be Asian Amer-

etsy.com
fineartamerica.com

     ALL OF MY TIME BEING AN “AMERICAN” 
KID HAS DEPRIVED ME OF HONORING THE OTH-

ER 50% OF MY BEING.  IT TOOK ME A LONG TIME 
TO ACKNOWLEDGE MY

FILIPINO HERITAGE, AND AN EVEN LONGER TIME 
TO BE PROUD OF IT.”

“
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On a rainy day I’m wearing black.
I walk down the asphalt road

And look down to see the sky and the trees.
Reflections – 

Black trees and transparent, grey sky,
And myself, transparent like a shadow,

A jumping image from one to another puddle.
The traveling trees,

And traveling waters,
Merging one another.

Trees, when I look up I see trees,
Dividing into lines that embrace chunks of the sky,

Dividing into branches to take up space,
Originating from one root, but dividing up,

Reaching out
For connections, asserting their powers, and existence.

“You have to acknowledge me.”

And waters, and rain,
Blurring the boundary between ocean and land.

Where is the ocean, and where is your continent?
And waters, and rain,

Blurring the boundary between rivers and road.
Where does it flow, and where does it stay?

The traveling trees, and traveling waters, walking
On the traveling road, merging one another.

RAINY DAY
zixia (linda) liu ’19

https://wall.alphacoders.com/big.php?i=120313
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HAVING A MOM
6728.94 MILES AWAY
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“Darling, I miss you so much.”
I’m munching on a waffle piece in Lulu when 

I see my mom’s message on WeChat (Chinese 
Facebook). The message is dated October 2, 
2015, and was scheduled to be delivered one 
year later - today.

Where was I a year ago? Frantically writing my 
college application essays, perfecting my resume, 
and nervously hoping that my dream school would 
somehow accept me.

Meanwhile, my mom was secretly worrying 
about how her baby daughter could survive on 
her own in another country thousands of miles 
away, without eating the steamed rice that she 
always eats at home. She must have been sitting 
on the couch after tidying up the house, envision-
ing the farewell that would arrive in less than a 
year when she dropped the short message into 
my mailbox.

As I am writing this, she should have already 
gone to bed after glancing at my selfie in front of 
Clapp once more. Because of the 12-hour time 
difference, it’s hard to find a time when both of us 
can sit in front of a camera and chat. When she’s 
waking up in the morning in Beijing, I am warming 
up for water polo training; when she’s having din-
ner after a long day of work, I am chowing down 

on breakfast before my 8:30 AM Spanish class. 
I don’t think of her very often, but I do miss her 
during the little moments, like when I can’t find my 
favorite pair of pants in my closet.

Having a mom 6728.94 miles away can be 
bittersweet. It means receiving a huge parcel on 
Mid-Autumn Festival day full of lotus-seed moon-
cake (yummm…), extra-thick sweatshirts and 
sweatpants, and UGG boots (seriously mom, I’m 
not dying of cold in September). It means receiv-
ing “Happy Birthday” twice, one by Beijing time 
and the other by Boston time. It means know-
ing whether to wear a coat after getting up in the 
morning by looking at messages she sends me. 
It also means listening to a 30-minute long spiel 
on locking the door before going to bed, looking 
3 times before crossing the road, and eating an 
apple every breakfast.

Having a mom 6728.94 miles away means 
I’ll always have someone across the ocean who 
cares most about my well-being and happiness, 
someone I can talk to whether I have a good or 
bad day. I’m glad that I only have three more 
months before I can physically be with her. Even 
though we’re on opposite sides of the world, her 
messages remind me that we’re both thinking of 
each other.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/samyaoo/14180248139

huihan li ’20
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MY GRANNY 
THE DANCER

   
“GRANNY, COME EAT PORRIDGE!” I CALL OUT 
TO THE 
ENTIRE APARTMENT.

SITTING WITH HER BACK AGAINST THE WALL, MY 
GRANDMOTHER ATTENTIVELY SEWS A NEW HEM 
ON HER SKIRT, HER GLASSES BARELY HANGING 
ONTO THE TIP OF HER NOSE.

“WHAT DO YOU THINK?” SHE SHOWS ME HER 
NEW MASTERPIECE, A BLACK FLOWY SKIRT WITH 
THIN BLUE 
RUFFLES. MY GRANDMOTHER HAS BEEN INTO 
SEWING AND BALLROOM DANCING FOR THE PAST 
EIGHT YEARS, AND I THINK SHE PLANS ON CON-
TINUING FOREVER.

MY GRANDMOTHER’S NAME IS HONG 
Run Bai. She grew up in Tianjin during the Cultural 
Revolution. When she was ten years old, my gran-
ny loved Chinese ethnic dances, such as those of 
Mongolia, Xinjiang, Bai, and Tibet. She even got 
into ballet school, but unfortunately, her father dis-
approved. When she was 16 or 17 and took her 
college entrance exam, the government sent young 
people to professional schools directly. Because of 
her high scores, she was sent to medical school. As 
a doctor, she did research comparing characteris-
tics of normal and abnormal cells. Later on, in 1988, 
she also started Tianjin’s first private hospital where 
she could serve poorer patients, like farmers, who 
couldn’t afford to go to large hospitals. She was de-
termined and resourceful and was able to help out 
a lot of people that way. She rented out hotel rooms 
to serve as hospital rooms, asked more wealthy 
patients to donate any unneeded but still usable 
medications, and gave out free meals to patients 
and their families. Years after serving many patients, 
she retired and went to Malaysia and Singapore. In 

Singapore, she helped my mother raise me for eight 
years and later moved with us to the United States. 
She was, and continues to be in many ways, an 
inspiration to me while having grown up in Singa-
pore and the United States.Even in her seventies, 
my little grandmother has lots of energy, positivity, 
and creativity in her. 

My mother and grandmother moved to the U.S. 
with me so I could have a more open and liberal ed-
ucation. They came to cultivate me, but it was hard 
for them to transition to a new country. While I strug-
gled and learned in New York City’s public school 
system, my mother worked and my grandmother 
stayed home. Due to age and the lack of English in 
their environment, my mother and grandmother had 
a harder time picking up English than me. Luckily, 
my grandmother’s friend brought her to a local se-
nior center where she enjoyed lunch, played ping 
pong with other seniors, and even learned to ball-
room dance. Granny loved the social aspect of ball-
room dancing and how it energized her and earned 
her friends. She also loved the outlet of making her 

http://peelodance.ie/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/roscommon-studio-picture.jpg
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       EVEN WHEN YOU COME HOME FROM WORK TIRED, YOU CAN’T 
STAY TIRED WHEN YOU DANCE BALLROOM. YOU MUST HAVE A 
YOUNG-PERSON MENTALITY.”   

own dance outfits by mixing fabrics and finding 
skirts that twirled nicely. I saw my grandmother 
as being the happy-go-lucky one in the family, but 
she really focused and put her heart and mind to 
learning ballroom dancing. In her room, I saw her 
either practicing steps or sewing her newest proj-
ect while listening to music. She was bit by the 
ballroom bug, and she tried to get my mother and 
I to learn with her. Although I decided it was not 
my thing, when I was 14, I went to senior centers 
with her, practiced waltz with some older gentle-
men, and saw her come to life on the dance floor.

Now, after 11 years in the U.S., my granny has 
danced at senior centers in Queens, Brooklyn, 
Manhattan and even on a cruise ship. Cha-cha is 
her favorite because she likes the aesthetic of the 
style and how it’s more open to custom additions. 
Rumba and Hustle are close contenders. She 
also had the chance to study ballroom dance un-
der Darryl Silvers, a professional ballroom dancer 

and instructor who has competed in United States 
Dance Championships (USDC). Sometimes I won-
dered if she’s the youngest of our family since she 
has so much fun. When I asked her why she likes 
ballroom dancing so much, she said “It’s the most 
beautiful sport and it comes with music and good 
vibes! Even when you come home from work tired, 
you can’t stay tired when you dance ballroom. You 
must have a young-person mentality.”

My granny has been an integral part of me and my 
brother’s childhood. However, there have been times 
when familial responsibilities have clashed with the 
lifestyle my granny wants to have. Many older Asian 
immigrants and their children clash because of the 
Confucian ideas of filial piety and responsibilities they 
are supposed to carry. For example, are grandpar-
ents obligated to help take care of grandchildren and 
are parents obligated to financially support grandpar-
ents? 

There are Asian and Asian American families in 
the U.S. who have trouble with heads of the family 
working and not being able to sufficiently take care of 
their elderly parents at home. As a result, they resort 
to bilingual home-health aides or bilingual day care 
centers, which are slowly on the rise. In New York 
City’s Chinatown, there are also stories of elderly peo-
ple living alone in poverty, as demonstrated in Mantai 
Chow’s short documentary “The Forgotten Ones.” 
Despite the tension, I still love and hold my mother 
and grandmother to the highest esteem and hope to 
support both of them in their old age.

My grandmother’s goal for the next few years is 
to open a ballroom dance hall. Her vision is to have 
a permanent spot where people of any age can so-
cialize and dance. Better food, longer, regular dance 
hours, and performance are on her list as well. De-
spite the radical changes in lifestyle, culture, and lan-
guage, my granny has grown and adapted and I’m 
proud of her.

“
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