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I hope my letter find you well – especially with finals, 
lost hours of sleep, summer flicks, and the return of Hillary 
Clinton on the horizon.

While last year may not have turned out the way most of 
us had expected, this year has certainly reaffirmed my pride 
in being a part of the Wellesley community. We have prov-
en time and time again that we are a force to be reckoned 
with, unwilling to stand for injustice of any kind. 

We are a community that acts.
We are a community that looks out for each other. 
We are a community that seeks understanding above all. 

All of the uncertainty gripping our nation can and will 
pass, but we will not allow it to do so in silence. As our 
campus’ one and only Asian/Asian-American interest mag-
azine, we make it our mission to get as many opinions out 
there as possible. This new issue of Generasians addresses 
the many sociopolitical problems that have arisen due to 
Trump’s policies. We have an array of analyses and person-
al narratives on how these policies affect close ones and 
other marginalized communities. Unfortunately, some of our 
home countries have also fallen on uncertain times as 

a result of corruption and prejudice.  
I won’t lie. There are days when I find it difficult to live up 

to my namesake when I see what’s happening in the world. 
But then I remember that we live in a place known for 
bringing dreams to fruition. We live in a nation still brimming 
with so much potential to do good. This is what I choose 
to hold onto for the future. Amid the pain, there are always 
little blessings to be grateful for: family and friends, good 
food, a life-changing anime or k-drama. I could go on and 
on, but that would take the fun out of contemplating (and 
reading) these things yourself. 

As I make my move to California this summer, I’ll be 
keeping both the bad and good in mind. It simply won’t 
do to keep silent, but it’s just as important to take care of 
ourselves as we head for home or pursue jobs elsewhere 
this summer. 

I guess what I’m trying to say is keep acting.
Keep hoping. 

Best,

Hope
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I TOOK CAUTIOUS STEPS FORWARD ON A 
floor so polished, it reflected the bright lights dangling 
from the ceiling. My eyes wide, my left hand clutching 
my single suitcase, I held my right hand to my stomach 
to protect my child from the dangers I couldn’t predict. 
As I made my way through the crowded airport, my 
eyes searched for a man I barely knew. The man who 
tied a necklace around my neck, marking me a married 
woman and the father of my child.

We had only been married for two months when he 
came home to tell me that the office wanted to transfer 
him to America. I didn’t argue… I couldn’t. I nodded 
as he spoke, pretending like I understood the circum-
stances, and the reasons. But, all I could think about 
was that I’ve signed my life to a man who couldn’t even 
be present with me. We hadn’t had enough time to 
learn much about our likes, dislikes, fears, dreams, and 
whatever else. If we had, he would have known that no 
place but India could be home for me. He was to leave 
to America in one month. One more month was all I 
had with this man until he made enough money to bring 
me to the States. And in that month, our conversations 
shifted from discussing our present selves to discussing 
our lives in a future in a land I knew nothing about. 

Sorry, I knew a little—just that everyone there had the 
white skin I so desired, but seemed to lack the culture 
I so admired.

“Can I continue wearing my cotton saris?” 
“Where will I buy bindis for my forehead, oil for my 

hair, bangles for my wrists?” 
“Would the angrezis be okay with us Indians settling 

in their country?” 
To every question, he responded: “We’ll know when 

we get there.”
I learned that I was pregnant a week after he had left 

for the States. I didn’t cry when he left—I barely even 
knew the man. 

I cried when I learned I was pregnant—not from hap-
piness, but from disappointment.

When I envisioned raising my children, I saw them 
growing up the way I did. I saw myself raising them the 
way my mother raised me. It was all that I knew. Now 
I was to teach my child the history, the values, and the 
traditions of another country. My child wouldn’t grow 
up celebrating the beginning of spring with Holi in the 
streets of our towns. My child wouldn’t grow up light-
ing diyas and firecrackers for Diwali with the kids in the 
neighborhood.

My child would grow up to be an American while the 
blood that flows within her will be of India.

— — — — — —
It’s been thirty years since my parents immigrated 

over here, to America. They named me Ahana—a name 
meant to fit my time of birth: sunrise, and a name meant 

to be easy for the angrezis to say. They were worried, 
my parents, that I would grow up being called a name 
not given to me. They didn’t want me dealing with what 
they unfortunately had to. My mother, Parinita (meant 
to be called Purineetha), was called Pearinita. My fa-
ther, Ajay (meant to called Ahjay), was called AJ. But 
my name… my name is meant to be said the way the 
angrezis would read it.

My parents are Indian, and I’m American. At least, I 
think I am. I don’t know, really. I’ve been trying to figure 
that out for thirty years, and I just don’t know. I watch 
videos and listen to people telling me that I am. I have 
a passport that proves my legal citizenship. But I never 
felt like I belonged. I was an oddball, a confused me-
dium—too dark for the white Americans, and too light 
for the black Americans. The only one with a skin-tone 
like mine in a small town in Vermont, I never really fit in. 
I tried to, in every way I could! I rejected Indian clothing, 
food, culture. I fought with my mother begging her to let 
me do and wear things she called “lajaanak.”

Her response to everything had always been “this is 
the way of their country, not ours.”

This was something she would say quite often.
I came home one day, complaining about the idiotic 

boys in my class, how they would make stupid passing 
comments about my skin, about our food, how ignorant 
they were to think that I wasn’t from this country.

My mom would calmly respond: “They’re just angry 
that we’re in their country.”

I’d get mad when my mom would say this. My an-
ger for her was greater than my anger for those boys. 
I thought my mom was even more ignorant. Didn’t she 
understand the Constitution? Didn’t she understand 
the history of America? This is a land of immigrants. I 
was born here. This IS my country.

As, I’ve grown older, I’ve understood her.
There’s a greater pain that comes with being de-

prived of something you believe you deserve, than of 
something you tell yourself you don’t.

I’m not saying that this is okay. I’m just saying I’ve 
realized it makes things easier.

I’ve chosen silence. 

MY PARENTS ARE INDIAN, AND I’M 
AMERICAN. AT LEAST, I THINK I AM. I 

DON’T KNOW, REALLY. I’VE BEEN TRYING 
TO FIGURE THAT OUT FOR THIRTY YEARS, 

AND I JUST DON’T KNOW.”

“
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WHEN THEN-PRESIDENT-ELECT TRUMP 
spoke to Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen over the 
phone in early December 2016, he broke major diplo-
matic protocol. No U.S. president or president-elect 
had spoken to a Taiwanese leader in over thirty-five 
years. American, Chinese, and Taiwanese officials 
were alarmed. To understand why, it’s important to 
look back on Taiwan’s history and complex relation-
ship with China.

Before 1945, Japan ruled over Taiwan as a Japa-
nese province. After Japan’s surrender in World War 
II, Taiwan became the “Republic of China,” and fell 
under the control of Chiang Kai-Shek and the Kuo-
mintang (Chinese Nationalist Party)-led China. The 
Kuomintang’s dictatorial rule sparked discontent 
among Taiwanese people, causing tensions to erupt 
on February 28, 1947.

During this infamous “2/28” incident, police as-
saulted a vendor accused of selling contraband cig-
arettes, leading to mass protests. In response to the 
riots, the Kuomintang imposed martial law, or total 
suppression of free speech and political opposition 
under military governmental rule. After Mao Zedong 
and the Communist party won the Chinese Civil War, 
Chiang Kai-Shek and the Kuomintang retreated to 
Taiwan and solidified Taiwan’s violent, 40-year “White 
Terror” period. During this time, officials arrested tens 
of thousands of Taiwanese, especially academic and 
political officials, and executed thousands of them.

Fortunately, Taiwan’s civil rights situation has im-
proved since then. Chiang Kai-Shek’s successor 
abolished martial law in 1987, and 1990s revisions 
to the constitution established free elections and ex-
panded political freedoms. In 2000, Taiwan elected 
its first Democratic Progressive (and non-Kuomint-
ang) president, Chen-Shui Bian, and in 2016, they 
elected another Progressive president, their first fe-
male leader, President Tsai.

And how did mainland China and the U.S. react 
to all of this? From 1949 to the early 1970s, the in-

ternational community, including the U.S. and United 
Nations, recognized Taiwan as the official Chinese 
government. However, in 1971, the United States 
decided to recognize mainland China instead. Other 
countries followed suit, and Taiwan lost many diplo-
matic ties as a result. Currently the United States and 
China informally follow the “One China policy,” which 
indicates that Taiwan forms a part of China.

So what did President Trump’s phone call with 
President Tsai mean? President Tsai has not official-
ly endorsed the “One China policy,” and her political 
party supports an independent Taiwan. Since her 

election, President Tsai has toned down her pro-in-
dependence rhetoric, but while discussing Taiwan’s 
status she has said, “It is a decision to be made by 
the people here.” (1) After the call, Trump questioned 
the “One China policy,” and insinuated that he may 
want to change its terms.

However, in early February 2017, Trump backed 
down from his earlier suggestions. During a phone 
call with Chinese President Xi Jinping, Trump agreed 

to honor the “One China Policy.” 
Tension between the United States and China re-

mains unresolved. Said Yan Xuetong, dean of Tsing-
hua University’s School of International Relations in 
Beijing, about Trump, “China cannot fully trust him.” 
President Trump’s flip-flopping on the complex Tai-
wan-China issue has complicated matters for all par-
ties involved.

Damaged relations between the United States 
and China could significantly affect many aspects of 

February 28 Incident, 1947, Taiwan

FROM 1949  TO  THE  EARLY  1970s, 
THE    INTERNATIONAL    COMMUNITY, 
INCLUDING   THE   U.S.   AND   UNITED  
NATIONS,   RECOGNIZED   TAIWAN  AS  
THE OFFICIAL CHINESE GOVERNMENT.” 

“
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American politics. With China as the United States’ 
current largest trading partner, impaired relations 
could seriously damage the American economy. 
President Trump has already threatened to impose 
high tariffs on Chinese products and initiate a trade 
war. Sino-American tension has also sparked military 
concerns. According to Newsweek, the December 
phone call alarmed China enough that its military was 
“considering strong measures to prevent the island 
from moving toward independence.” (2) On Febru-
ary 10, 2017, the United States Pacific Command 
reported an “unsafe” encounter between a Chinese 
aircraft and an American Navy patrol plane.

The United States must also consider its relation-
ship with Taiwan in light of both phone calls. Even 
under the “One China” policy, the United States has 
supplied arms to Taiwan for many years and con-
tinues to do so to protect Taiwanese security. Fur-
thermore, the United States, a longstanding self-pro-
claimed defender of democracy, has promised to 
support Taiwan’s democratic systems.

United States Secretary of State Rex Tillerson 
recently affirmed the “Six Assurances” regarding 
US-Taiwan relations, and stated “The US commit-
ment to Taiwan is both a legal commitment and a 
moral imperative.” (3) Under the “Six Assurances,” 
first issued by President Reagan in 1982, the United 
States will not “mediate between Taiwan and China” 
or “formally recognize Chinese sovereignty over Tai-
wan.” (4) However, the “Six Assurances” also claim 

that the United States will not alter its position about 
the sovereignty of Taiwan, a position which American 
officials stated is up to China itself to decide. 

Meanwhile, Taiwan has maintained close contact 
with the Oval Office. In response to Trump’s recent 
phone call with President Xi, Alex Huang, spokes-
man for the Taiwanese Presidential Office, affirmed 
that Taiwan understands the importance of peaceful 
and stable East Asian relations and a healthy Amer-
ican partnership. Indeed, a direct challenge to the 
“One China” policy could impose military dangers on 
Taiwan.

Thus, Taiwanese nation-status and Taiwan-China 
relations remain in limbo. The loss of US-China re-
lations would significantly alter both economies and 
could potentially flare up military conflict. President 
Trump’s recent concession phone call demonstrates 
that he is not ready to directly challenge Chinese au-
thority.

And yet, the United States has reasons to assist 
Taiwan and maintain an alliance. Since martial law’s 
end three decades ago, Taiwan has transformed from 
an authoritarian state to a progressive democracy. In 
January 2017, an international review team analyzed 
Taiwan’s civil rights protections and praised the na-
tion for its achievements in establishing free elections 
and expanding other civil/political rights. Manfred 
Nowak, Secretary General of the European Inter-Uni-
versity Center for Human Rights and Democratiza-
tion, who helped lead the review stated, “In terms of 
human rights, Taiwan is one of the best countries in 
the Asia-Pacific region.” (5) Taiwan is currently work-
ing on a free trade agreement, though China may 
attempt to halt these efforts, especially where they 
concern the United States.

Taiwan’s democratic institutions have remained 
strong through a period of rapid change and tran-
sitions. However, the independence question looms 
large and complicated. Between talks with the Unit-
ed States and Taiwan’s frozen communication with 
China, no one is certain what will happen next.

This February, Taiwan commemorates the 70th 
anniversary of the 2/28 incident. Given recent events, 
it seems like an especially good time to reflect on the 
island’s unique history and consider what lies ahead.

“ PRESIDENT TRUMP’S RECENT 
CONCESSION PHONE CALL DEMON-
STRATES THAT HE IS NOT READY TO 
DIRECTLY CHALLENGE CHINESE AU-
THORITY.”
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ON JANUARY 31ST, IN A SEN-
ate vote of 93-6, Elaine Lan Chao 
became the new Secretary of Trans-
portation under the Trump adminis-
tration. 

After earning an economics de-
gree at one of the 7-sisters schools, 
Mount Holyoke College, Secretary 
Chao attended Harvard Business 
School. In 1993, she married current 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McCo-
nnell. She went on to become the 
labor secretary in Bush’s cabinet and 
is the longest serving labor secretary 
since World War II. Chao is also the 
first Asian American woman mem-
ber of a US President’s cabinet. Al-
though her appointment to Trump’s 
cabinet has been the smoothest by 
far, it still leaves us with some im-
portant questions. What does her 
appointment mean for Trump’s major 
campaign promise to expand infra-
structure? What does it mean for the 
Asian American community? 

One of Trump’s key campaign 
promises was to boost infrastructure 
spending—especially for highways, 
tunnels, bridges, and airports—to a 
trillion dollars. As Trump himself has  

built his fame and fortune through 
real estate, the effects of this cam-
paign promise are some of the most 
anticipated, especially when Trump 
claimed during his campaign that his 
changes to infrastructure would pro-
pel the job market growth by creating 
millions of new jobs. Although Trump 
never specified how he planned to 
realize this promise, he did propose 
to give $137 billion worth of tax 
breaks to private businesses in order 
to incentivize them to invest in and 
fund 82% of infrastructure spending, 
and promised to present a concrete 
plan for infrastructure revamping 
within the first 100 days in office. Al-
though his current infrastructure plan 
is dubious, infrastructure renovation 
was one of the least controversial 
elements of Trump’s campaign, with 
democrats and republicans alike 
sounding a call to repair America’s 
crumbling infrastructure. 

At her confirmation hearing, Chao 
also argued for the need to repair 
America’s infrastructure. To achieve 
this end, Chao has made two pri-
orities clear:  establishing an “infra-
structure task force” and removing 

government barriers to funding infra-
structure using private investment. 
But the specificity behind both are 
vague. Her plan for removing govern-
ment barriers to private investment 
is especially unclear. Although she 
argued there was “trillions in capi-
tal that equity firms, pension funds, 
and endowments can invest,” when 
pressed in her confirmation hearing, 
she also said that there would still be 
government spending on infrastruc-
ture. Chao’s colleague describes her 
as someone who “tends to come at 
problems with the view that if there’s 
a market based way to achieve the 
same goal, she would rather pick 
that one.” Therefore, it seems that 
during her office as transportation 
secretary, she will have to balance 
her belief in Trump’s plan to stimu-
late private funding with the reality 
that some funds will have to be from 
public sources. Even with the uncer-
tainty surrounding her plans for infra-
structure, her appointment, at 93 for 
vs. 6 against, has still been the most 
unified appointment of Trump’s cabi-
net picks so far, representing at least 
a step in the right direction. 

ELAINE 
LAN 

CHAO
yudaam han ’20 
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Another group that Chao’s ap-
pointment might have a positive 
impact on is the Asian American 
community. Chao, an immigrant 
from Taipei, Taiwan, arrived in Amer-
ica at the age of 8 with no knowl-
edge of English. Chao describes her 
household as characterized by her 
parents’ emphasis on observation 
in the midst of a new country. Chao 
especially lauds her father for show-
ing the importance of maintaining 
humility, sincerity, integrity, and an 
appreciation for Chinese heritage 
while pursuing dreams. Growing up, 
Chao’s experience in America con-
tinued to be shaped by her Asian 
heritage as her father told her and 
her sister stories of his life in Chi-
na, the history of China, and sto-
ries of the family, stories that serve 
as sources of sustenance today. To 
cope with especially difficult times, 
Chao looks at photographs of her 
parents’ home, a small farming vil-
lage in China, and reflects on Chi-
na’s illustrious history, and people, 
such as her grandparents, who have 
endured. This would be enough to 
give her the strength to overcome 
adversity. Ultimately, she credits her 
dedication to “ensure that all people 
have the opportunity to build better 
lives” to her experiences as an im-

migrant. 
Today, she uses the ethical values 

imbued in her family’s and country’s 
history to maintain her parents’ re-
spectable reputation. Her parents 
firmly believed in the importance of 
strengthening relations between the 
East and West, so she makes it one 
of the priorities in her political career. 
To accomplish this goal, Chao em-
phasizes helping the Asian Ameri-
can community understand how to 
interact with the government, thus 
empowering Asian Americans to ex-
pand their worlds to include main-
stream America, just the way she 
had learned to from her immigrant 
experience. 

Chao’s emphasis on empower-
ing Asian Americans to utilise their 
political power is timely. Since Asian 
Americans have for very long been 
stereotyped as being politically si-
lent and passive, they are often 
labelled invisible in American politi-
cal life. Often, politicians cater their 
campaigns towards minorities such 
as Africans, African Americans, and 
Hispanics instead of Asian Amer-
icans. However, recent numbers 
show that this should not be the 
case. 2015 census results showed 
that Asian, Alaskan and Pacific Is-
landers made up 10.9% of Nevada, 

and in the decade between 2000 
and 2010, North Carolina’s Asian 
American population grew by 85% 
while Virginia’s Asian American 
population had a growth of 70%. 
With electoral voter numbers of 6, 
15, and 13 respectively, all three 
of these states have the potential 
to be players in a federal election.  
And, as Asian Americans are the 
fastest-growing minority in America, 
the potential of the Asian American 
community to have significant politi-
cal influence is substantial. Hopeful-
ly, the appointment of the first Asian 
American woman to a Presidential 
cabinet will be a big step forward for 
Asian American political empower-
ment. 

Chao’s appointment does have 
the potential to be an invaluable op-
portunity to unify both sides of the 
House, while also being encourag-
ing for the Asian American com-
munity. However, as infrastructure 
plans are still unfleshed, and repu-
table Democrats, such as Elizabeth 
Warren, Mass., Cory Booker, N.J., 
and Bernie Sanders, I-Vt. voted no, 
there  still remain many questions 
as to how her appointment will play 
out.

GENERASIANS MAGAZINE Spring 2017

CHAO’S EMPHASIS 
ON EMPOWERING 

ASIAN AMERICANS 
TO UTILISE THEIR 

POLITICAL POWER IS 
TIMELY.

“



GENERASIANS MAGAZINE Spring 2017

pa
ge

14

yebin park ’20 MORE
SOLIDARITY
PROTESTS

IN AMERICA, THE STRUGGLE AGAINST 
white supremacy is not a new one. Even before this 
new administration, there have always been problems 
concerning race as the country’s values and history 
are rooted deeply in white supremacy.

White supremacy will do anything to preserve itself, 
and one of its tactics is to create struggle amongst 
marginalized groups in order to undermine them. One 
of these tactics is the model minority myth. The model 
minority myth is when Asian Americans are painted as 
successful and submissive based on faulty data. The 
model minority myth is exemplary of this as it drives a 
wedge between the AAPI community and other people 
of color. Not only does the myth make the struggles 
within the AAPI invisible and the community mono-
lith, it is a tool to justify why racism does not exist in 
America.

What is troubling about the model minority myth 
is that many Asian Americans internalize and affirm 
this myth, thereby contributing to white supremacy. 
These people are not rarities who are far away from 
our circles, but are found in many of the communities 
that we occupy—family, friends, co-workers, and even 
ourselves. I myself know that I have not always been 
the biggest champion for dismantling and actively re-
futing this myth. I also haven’t been the one to call out 
my peers, especially friends and family, when they say 
problematic things about other people of color based 
on their own belief that they are a model minority. 

For example, when my Asian friends speak in AAVE, 
defend Peter Liang (the police officer who shot Akai 
Gurley), or use terminology like “illegals” to describe 
undocumented immigrants, I used to not want to start 
a fight by correcting them. In fear of being brushed off 
as being too “politically correct” or “a typical Wellesley 
student,” I would just wrestle with my own discom-
fort instead of standing up to them. These comments 
make me seem like a hot-headed, know-it-all student 
who is offended by everything, and the initial point 
made is often brushed off. When adults from my 
Korean church had conversations in my living room 

about the plight of Asian students due to affirmative 
action, which they believed unfairly uplifted Black and 
Hispanic students, I would quietly go upstairs and 
just feel upset about it, but did not ever try to argue 
with them. This is where I failed in my activism: I could 
not even stand up in my own community, in my own 
friend groups, in the Asian spaces I occupy, against 
anti-blackness and prejudice. 

Solidarity comes in many shapes and forms, and 
overall, Asian Americans need to do more to stand 
in solidarity with our black and brown brothers and 
sisters. We must not grow comfortable in this facade 
of a pedestal the model minority myth perpetuates, 
but rather, we must resist white supremacy with our 
voice. We must be aware of the issues that surround 
other communities, such as police brutality, over-crimi-
nalization, human rights violations, and more. We must 
protest, sign petitions, raise awareness of issues using 
our platforms, and follow the leadership of the people 
who lead these movements. These are the ways we 
can use our voice to stand in solidarity. However, this 
is not enough.

It is only the first and easiest way to show support 
for black and brown communities. The aforementioned 
types of solidarity are only empty performances if we 
aren’t willing to delve into the more challenging way to 
combat prejudice—this means having conversations 
about race and actively calling out our family members 

TO THAN
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and friends. That means calling out our friends out for 
using AAVE. That means defending against stereo-
types created by white supremacy when your aunties 
are saying prejudiced things at their coffee dates. That 
means dismantling every misconception that the peo-
ple we love have about other people of color. Perhaps 
this entails being the outcast in a group conversation, 
or the challenge of standing up to loved ones. How-
ever, these actions, though difficult, are necessary in 
order to educate and encourage other Asian Ameri-
cans to stand as allies with our fellow people of color, 
rather than enemies. 

In order to do all this, we must first educate our-
selves. We must listen to other people of color when 

they talk about their struggles and validate their expe-
riences. 

Our activism is vital, especially in this era of a new 
administration characterized by a strong sense of 
xenophobia and white supremacy. Asian Americans 
have been at the center of these in America’s history 
with the Chinese Exclusion Act and Japanese intern-
ment camps, which is no different from the proposals 
of the Muslim Ban and Registry. As a people who have 
and continue to be targets of this racial “othering” as 
a result of fear mongering, we need to step up and 
actively fight for equal rights for everyone. 

“ ”

AN UNTRANSLATABLE CHINESE 
WORD ABOUT HEALTH
huihan li ’20

When I was chewing a piece of 
toast in Lulu, I bit myself with the 
right most molar tooth. Immedi-
ately, a sound spoke in my mind: 
“shang huo.” I stood up, took 
two oranges at the door, grabbed 
a bowl full of cherry tomatoes, 
and poured a cup of water. Back 
at my dorm, I took out a vitamin 
C pill from my drawer, ground it, 
and applied it to the place I bit. I 
drank three more cups of water 
than I usually do.

Such is what my mom has al-
ways made me do when I “shang 
huo.” To me, “shang huo” is a 
simple notion: it means the inhar-
monious state of the body that 
is caused by stress, imbalanced 
diet, lack of water, or a series of 
complicated reasons; it might be 
reflected by acne, ulcers, blocked 
nose, sore throat, or a combina-
tion of different symptoms. It’s 
never easy to explain it to my 
non-Chinese friends, but this one 
word includes a rich meaning.

SHANG HUO
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BEFORE THEY WERE SHOT, SRINIVAS 
Kuchibhotla and Alok Madasani were asked: “Are you 
here illegally?” 

The color of one’s skin does not offer grounds to 
question one’s legitimacy. 

I’ve been meaning to speak up about the Kansas 
shooting for the past week. But every time I try to do 
so, I can’t seem to accurately articulate my emotions. 
My mind stops formulating sentences mid-way and my 
eyes blur out my computer screen with tears of fear. 

I was born in Hyderabad, India, and immigrated to 
the United States with my mom seventeen years ago. 

For as long as I can remember, the word “home” 
evoked the images of the neighborhoods I’d lived in, in 
central New Jersey—never India. Growing up, I never 
saw differences between the two places. I guess this 
was because my family always lived in predominantly 
South Asian towns. I could unapologetically be myself: 
speak my mother tongue, wear the types of clothes 
my mom grew up wearing, eat the food my parents 
grew up eating, and celebrate the holidays my parents 
looked forward to as children. But, while doing all of 
this, I pledged allegiance to the American flag every 
day of elementary school; my passport claims that I’m 
an American citizen; and, if you didn’t know my name, 
couldn’t see the color of my skin, and only heard me 
speak, you would think that I was an American. To me, 
I was never the hyphen that most people place be-
tween the Indian and American when describing me. 
Rather, I was, and still consider myself to be an Indian 
American. I’m not a fusion. Everything that I am, stems 
from the fact that I’m Indian, and embracing that fact 
in this country that I adore is exactly what makes me 
American. I’m an Indian American.

At least, in my eyes I am. 
For a while, I didn’t think Trump supporters existed. 

This was pre-election, of course. I mean, I knew that 
they were there… somewhere, but my naiveté, if you 
will, kept me in my liberal bubble. But the day I saw 
MAGA bumper stickers and merchandise in my town, 
my bubble burst. 

The story I’m about to tell you may seem stupid. But 
please, don’t question the validity of my fears. 

This past summer, my family was entertaining an old 
friend of my dad’s. I was all dressed up — in a kurta, 
with gold jhumkas dangling from my ears, and a bindi 
on my forehead— when my mom asked me to pick 
up drinks from Shoprite. The initial excitement of be-
ing able to drive died down when I parked my car. My 
heart dropped to the deep pit of my stomach. Here I 
was, in the parking lot of Shoprite, a store I frequent-
ed, a store I’ve shopped at wearing Indian clothes on 
multiple occasions prior, realizing how blatantly Indian 
I looked. I shook away any feeling of discomfort I had, 
and reassured myself that embracing my heritage is 
exactly what made me an American. I used to appreci-
ate the attention my Indian clothes got me. When I no-
ticed people’s eyes, I saw admiration, curiosity, and an 
appreciation for my culture. But, I remember walking 
towards the entrance of the store that day feeling eyes 
pierce through me. These eyes didn’t seem to hold any 
sort of admiration, curiosity, or appreciation. Rather, I 
remember sensing anger, irritation, and annoyance. I 
remember walking through the aisles of the store fear-
ing that someone from somewhere would pop out and 
yell at me to go back to my country. I began to wonder 
if the admiration, curiosity, and appreciation I used to 
see were just figments of my imagination.

I CAN’T CHANGE THE 
COLOR OF MY
SKIN
tanvi kodali ’20
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Was I that naïve? 
The clothes on my back and the accent through 

which I speak won’t change the color of my skin. While 
what I wear and the way I speak say American, the 
color of my skin seems to scream my story a little dif-
ferently.

To some, I’m a hyphen. To others, I’m an outsider.  
My family never feared death or racism, at least not 

overtly, not like now. This was a great privilege, be-
cause I know that this is not something many people 
of color can say.  My mother, the symbol of tradition in 
my family, someone I would define as fearless and con-
fident, taught me to be the same. She is the one who 
taught me to unapologetically be myself. She gave me 
the strength to have courage in my convictions. She 
ensured that my sister and I would embrace our herit-
age, and know what it meant to be Indian. The ability to 
speak my language, Telugu, connects me to the coun-
try my parents and I left behind.  My mother enforced 
strict rules when I was younger: I was to only speak 
to her in Telugu. If I spoke in English, she wouldn’t re-
spond. And because of her, I can speak the language 
fluently. 

But the same woman, who would encourage me to 
speak in my mother tongue, called me the other day 
to tell me to not speak in Indian languages in public. 
The same woman who raised me telling me to go out 
and be outspoken and confident, is now telling me to 
remain inside and to stay quiet. Because at the end of 
the day, my safety is what’s important. 

When I read about the shooting, and saw that I 
shared a birthplace with two of the victims, I thought 
about my family living in America. 

In Kuchibhotla, I saw my father, and in his wife, Su-

nayana, I saw my mother. And I cried.  
This past week, I spent a lot of time wondering why 

the South Asian community wasn’t responding to the 
shooting in Kansas the way I’ve seen members of oth-
er marginalized groups respond to hate crimes within 
their own communities. 

Is it that we don’t care? It can’t be. Right? 
I’ve seen the GoFundMe page that’s raised over a 

million dollars. So, we obviously care. 
But, is money enough? By silently solving our issues 

internally, are we dismissing the greater problems? 
Why is it that we don’t demand answers? 
Is it because we care too much about reputation? 
Is it because we fear that speaking up and finally 

having our voices heard and demanding our deserved 
respect could threaten all that we’ve achieved? 

Are we truly that risk-averse—that we’re willing to 
acquiesce to injustices? 

What is it that we as a community have achieved? 
The money in our pockets? The degrees on our walls? 

Why don’t we define our achievements with our abil-
ity to speak up for what we as individuals believe in?

Why are we so concerned with outward perception 
that we constantly agree to put our heads down? 

I understand that there is a greater pain that comes 
with being deprived of something we believe we de-
serve than of something we tell ourselves we don’t. 

But, this isn’t okay, and it no longer makes things 
easier.

The excuse that this is not our country is outdated.  
 To be treated humanely, one need not have white 

skin. 
Brown is not a threat. 
Silence is acceptance. 

      I 
AM AN 
INDIAN 
AMERICAN.

AT 
LEAST 
IN MY 

EYES, I AM.”

“
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NOT THAT FUNNY

IT’S ACTUALLY

colleen sam ’19
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How do I make my eyes larger?
           Am I really that weak? 
                    Why can’t I look more “white”? 

AS A YOUNG ASIAN AMERICAN (AA) GIRL 
surrounded by mainstream pop culture, seeing a sliver 
of myself in TV celebrities and models was like find-
ing a needle in a haystack—painful and difficult. In the 
early 2000s, I grew up admiring Brenda Song, while 
my brothers nearly worshipped Jake Long, the Amer-
ican Dragon. Song countered the stereotype of “the 
smart Asian” and Long embraced his Chinese-Ameri-
can heritage through his strength and mystical dragon 
power. Although these two icons gave representation 
to the AA community, the fight to overcome Asian ste-
reotypes in the media is as concerning now as it was 
when I was that young girl years ago. 

In the last year, several media icons and celebrities 
have committed acts of microaggression against the 
Asian/AA community. Though their actions often ap-
pear jovial and lighthearted, these influential role mod-
els have been perpetuating long-standing, negative 
stereotypes against the AA community. 

In recent shocking footage of Victoria’s Secret su-
permodel Gigi Hadid, Hadid is shown at a restaurant, 
apparently mocking the eye size of the Buddha, whose 
face is printed on the cookie held in her hand. Her hi-
larity, shown as she smiles with squinted eyes, is not 
so comical for members of the Asian/AA community to 
whom this is a direct affront, no matter how innocent 
Hadid’s intentions may have been. 

Though Hadid’s gesture may have seemed harm-
less, her supermodel influence and status perpetuated 
the stereotype that has been an insecurity of mine for 
a long time: small eyes. Hadid’s role in the modeling 
industry places her in a sensitive position; she is seen 
by millions of girls worldwide. Having won the Inter-
national Model of the Year (IMY) award in 2016 after 
gracing the cover of more than 16 Vogue Magazine 
covers in her short but successful career, Hadid has 

all eyes on her. 
Then, this video surfaces of her mocking the eye 

shape of Asian/AA individuals, who certainly make up 
a large portion of her fans! As an Asian American, this 
behavior made me feel ridiculed, ashamed, and frus-
trated.

There is no doubt that Gigi Hadid is fully aware of her 
influence and power, having accepted the IMY award 
last fall. According to the British Fashion Awards offi-
cial statement, the International Model of the Year is “a 
male or female model that has contributed most to the 
international fashion scene in the past year and has 
demonstrated influence beyond the catwalk.” 

Her actions warrant consequences, and her behav-
ior is felt more deeply and directly, given her status as 
a global celebrity. 

When young girls are surrounded by the idea of per-
fectionism from Eurocentric models, aspiring to look 
more “white” comes naturally. Gigi Hadid is of Pales-
tinian and Dutch descent, but has largely become an 
icon for her blue-green eyes and blonde hair. Surgeries 
to create double eyelids and whiten skin have become 
normalized and common, especially in Asia’s mass 
media culture. As Western media continues to lack au-
thentic Asian American representation, society’s beau-
ty standards become more and more unattainable to 
Asian girls everywhere. 

Furthermore, non-Asian celebrities who compla-
cently perpetuate negative stereotypes about the 
Asian American community manifest a deep rooted 
problem of Western media. Western media contin-
ues to hire those who look incredibly white, despite 
the persistence of people of color (POC). We, society 
as a whole, need Asian Americans icons, celebrities, 
role models, and overall representation in Western me-
dia—not Gigi Hadid trying to imitate my eye size.
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PHOTOS
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luna fang ’17, japan
luna fang ’17, kyoto, japan
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luna fang ’17, japan
lydia mackay ’19, beijing, china
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GROWING OLDER WITH CARE
olivia lewis ’20

WHEN MY MATERNAL GRANDFATHER’S 
health began to decline, many of my relatives changed 
their routines to accommodate his increased health care 
needs. We visited more often, hired a temporary home 
aide, and stayed with him at the hospital when his condi-
tion worsened. Throughout this unpredictable time, one 
thing remained clear: my grandfather, or “Akon” as we 
call him in Taiwanese, wanted to stay at home for as long 
as possible.

My Akon’s wish and my family’s steps to accommo-
date it are not uncommon in the Asian/Asian American 
community. Taking care of elderly relatives, even at large 
personal cost, is the norm. This unspoken expectation 
stems from Confucian philosophy and the importance 
of filial piety and respect. Many of my Asian friends and 
relatives believe that since our parents raised and sac-
rificed for us, we owe them personal care and attention 
as they grow older.

In practical terms, this can mean providing home 
health care and even moving in with or close to one’s 

parents. According to a study by the American Associ-
ation of Retired Persons (AARP), 42% of Asian Ameri-
cans, ages 45-55, help take care of their parents, and 
73% of Asian Americans believe that taking care of their 
parents is their obligation (1).

I agree we have a responsibility to care for our elders. 
Taking care of older relatives not only lets them stay in 
a comfortable home environment, it also combats the 
dangers of loneliness. The AARP reported that elderly 
loneliness carries the same health risk as “smoking fif-
teen cigarettes a day” and places sufferers at a high-
er risk for stroke, memory loss, heart disease, and high 
blood pressure (1). For Asian families, leaving relatives 
in a nursing home presents another issue: the language 
barrier. Caring for the elderly encourages closer familial 
connection and helps prevent the isolation and cultural 
misunderstanding that can sometimes occur in assisted 
living facilities.

Unfortunately, not all communities place as much val-
ue in elderly care. Mainstream American culture can en-
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“
courage an irrational fear of aging as the proliferation 
of youth-reviving plastic surgery and commercial prod-
ucts demonstrates. Many in the total U.S. older popu-
lation are left to fend for themselves. The same AARP 
study cited earlier mentions that only 49% of the total 
US population views caring for elderly parents as their 
responsibility and just 22% of the population currently 
help cares for their elders.

To be fair, caring for elderly relatives is difficult and tir-
ing, and sometimes not logistically possible, especially 
for individuals with their own children or employment far 
from their parents’ homes. After many years of rotating 
visits to my Akon’s house and helping him transition to 
new medicines and health regimens, my family ultimate-
ly decided to place him in an assisted living facility. He 
could no longer independently walk or perform many 
daily functions, my grandmother was too weak to care 
for him by herself, and my mother and aunts could not 
always look after him.

However, we still care for him. Every other weekend, 
we take him home for a few days. We still take turns 
traveling and visiting him, bring him to his doctor’s ap-

pointments, and constantly call to check in. Even when 
caring for a relative at home is not possible, keeping in 
close contact is important. The elderly especially need 
advocates at the doctor’s, insurance, and other finan-
cial offices and while handling medical changes.

Ultimately, cultural thinking often dictates our care 
practices. Asian cultures prize their elderly members 
for their wisdom, life experiences, and hard work, and 
many other places, such as Mexico, the Mediterranean 
and some African countries, share this veneration. I 
believe we should care for our parents, aunts and un-
cles, because they deserve assistance and company, 
especially when they cannot be as active as before. 
We should thank them for looking after us; we can gain 
wonderful insights about their lives in doing so. I think 
it’s time for mainstream American culture to join in, em-
brace personal care for our elderly, and set an example 
of responsibility we hope our children will follow.

         THE AARP REPORTED THAT ELDERLY 
LONELINESS CARRIES THE SAME HEALTH 
RISKS AS ‘SMOKING FIFTEEN CIGARETTES 
A DAY.’”
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MANY HIGHLY-EDUCATED WOMEN 
DO NOT TO EXPECT TO MARRY HIGH; 
THEY WANT TO MARRY EQUALLY.” 

“

THEY WANT PARTNERS 
TO LIVE TOGETHER, NOT 
TO SUBMIT UNDER.”

“

DEBUTING AT THE END OF 2016, A VARI-
ety show named The Chinese Way of Blind Dating 
went viral on Chinese internet. Unlike other dating 
shows, The Chinese Way of Blind Dating empha-
sizes the influence of family in a marriage. In the 
show, the children sit in a closed room watching 
television, while their families pick the candidates 
for them. Even though they can talk to their families 
through telephone, the children are not allowed to 
speak with the candidates directly until the candi-
dates have decided with whom they will go on a 
“blind date.”

The first episode of the show, in which the fam-
ilies with sons pick female candidates, attracted 
emotional debates. People criticized the objectifi-
cation of women and outdated view of women’s 

role in marriage. Before the show started, the host 
Jin Xing asked the parents their standard of choos-
ing a daughter-in-law, and the children their expec-
tation of a wife. 

The son of the number two family, twenty-three 
years old, lives under the care of his mother. Aspir-
ing to be a singer, he has neither released his first 
single, nor found a job to help the family. However, 
he was looking for a wife/girlfriend to “take care of 
him.”

His mother is more than satisfied with her son. 
As she put it, “My son sometimes behaves like a 
small kid; he is so cute and listens to my advice.” 
She looked for a daughter-in-law with warm hands; 
claiming that she is a nutritionist, she argued that a 
woman with cold hands bears unhealthy children.

The aunt from the number one family, who is “ex-
perienced” in having two daughter-in-laws, repeat-
edly said, “the wife must do chores; only they do 
chores can they live.” When her nephew requested 

THE CHINESE WAY 
OF BLIND DATING: 
ROMANCE, INDIVIDUALS, 

AND FAMILIES
huihan li ’20
a good-looking wife, she reputed, “Being pretty does not 
produce rice. (A Chinese idiom for claiming something is 
useless).”

It is easy to conclude how disrespectful the families 
would be towards the female candidates. They laughed at 
the appearance of the first candidate, who demonstrated 
high intelligence and good humor. They disapproved of the 
second candidate because she was forty years old and di-
vorced with a kid, even though she owned a start-up com-
pany and had achieved financial independence.

This show reveals the cruel reality of Chinese marriage 
market. Rather than valuing their intelligence and econom-
ic status, the market depreciates women to housekeepers 
and child-bearers. It roots from the old Chinese tradition 
that a married woman belongs to the man’s family. While 
no longer in practice, wives are still more involved in their 
husband’s family than in their own. The preference for male 
over female kids results in the parents treasuring their sons 
so much that they spoil them. Historically women serve men 
because men were the only breadwinners. However, wom-
en’s economic status has since risen significantly; many 
women even have become the primary source of income 
for their family. Yet, the old notion of women’s servitude re-
mains.

Another cruel real-
ity is the age require-
ment for women. In 
2007, the Ministry of 
Education released 
an official statement 
defining any “unmar-
ried women over the 
age of 27” as sheng 
nu (leftover wom-
en) and added it to 
the national lexicon. 
The ministry also ex-
panded the meaning 
as a “failure to find 
a husband” due to 



pa
ge

25

GENERASIANS MAGAZINE Spring 2017

THEY ARE WAITING FOR A PARTNER WHO 
LOVES THEM AS A PERSON, AND WHO 
UNDERSTANDS AND CARE FOR THEM.”

“

“overly high expectations for marriage partners” in a subsequent 
statement. In China, women devalue as they age, regardless of 
their socio-economic success. In the show, when the forty-year-
old single mother first came out, all parents and children were 
attracted by her disposition and cooking skills. Their eyes shining 
and their eyes wide, everyone fell silent as she introduced her 
age. A mother even attacked her, “a man becomes more valu-
able as he gets old; why do you think you can still attract him until 
then?” when her son showed affection towards the candidate 
(note: the candidate did not even show any preference for her 
son). In the view of the Chinese society, a woman must marry to 
prove her worth. A woman must be “pure” when she marries. A 
woman must bear children—as if the only notable possession the 
woman has is her womb. And that womb must be untouched as 
well—certainly nobody likes second-hand products. Within the 
market right now, women are objectified as a child-bearing ma-
chines, of which housekeeping function and wage-earning func-
tion are mandatory.

In contrast with these high standards for women, Chinese 
men are treated generously in the marriage market. Men without 
stable work, satisfying wages, good stature, personality, or intelli-
gence sit under stage, unscrupulously commenting on over-qual-
ified women who beat them by lots in any aspects. However, 
because they are men, they somehow are granted such “rights.” 
It is not as how the ministry interpreted, that women fail to marry 
because they have “overly high expectations for marriage part-
ners.” Many highly-educated women do not to expect to marry 
high; they want to marry equally. They are waiting for a partner 
who loves them as a person, and who understands and care for 
them. They want partners to live together, not to submit under.

Unfortunately, while the new generation women are ready to 
embrace their lives, the society is not ready to embrace them. 
Highly educated women are seen as a “threat” to male dom-
inancy. In fact, these highly qualified women are often sought 
after, but only as girlfriends, not as wives. Men feel successful in 
possessing an excellent woman, but they fear the lack of control 

over a powerful woman. 
My cousin for example, 
works as an analyst in an 
investment bank in Bei-
jing. At the age of twen-
ty-six, she had an annual 
income of over $150,000. 
She had gone on several 
“blind dates,” but all men 
gave up because they 
were worried about her 
earning more than they 
do. The incident of my 
cousin reflects the insecu-
rity of Chinese men in their 
dominant role in society.

These antiquated tradi-

tions are yet rooted in China. While more and 
more people, especially the younger gener-
ations, welcome individualism and feminism, 
the older generation still holds their grips on 
their children’s lives. The 90’s generation fac-
es more influence from their families than the 
previous generations. As China opened up, 
society gradually endorsed free love and mar-
riage (it used to be arranged). But parents are 
worried to let their children go; they want to 
make the “best decision” for them. While in 
the 80’s, the real estate price was no compar-
ison to today’s craze, the couples were able 
to afford houses with their own money. Some 
could even receive apartments from the gov-
ernment (the aftermath of planned economy). 
For a couple, a roof to live under is most cru-
cial in the marriage. As the house price rock-
ets in the recent decade, a person cannot 
afford an apartment themselves. Very often 
it is the entire family that buys the house. As 
a result, the family demands more say in the 
child’s marriage, which might prevent them 
from looking for true love.

The main problem in the Chinese marriage 
market is the conflict between old and new 
notions. Women earn no less than men, have 
no less ability than men, but it takes time for 
the old tradition to change. I hope that one 
day, the mass population of China realizes 
that the only way to achieve equality of the 
two genders is to break the stereotype of 
what a man/woman should do, but to appre-
ciate what they have done.
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I’M A CHINESE-AMERICAN 
adoptee. I used to be very shy 
and dressing up became a way 
for me to be more confident 
when I was younger. I found 
that both my self-identity, as well 
as others’ perception of me, was 
heavily influenced by my appear-
ance. I taught myself to sew, and 
building costumes/clothing became an 
effective way to channel my restless en-
ergy. Since coming to Wellesley I’ve wanted 
to get back in touch with my Chinese roots, so 
I decided to sew a Tang Dynasty qixiong ruqun 
because I connect to things through dress. I 
really enjoyed learning more about Tang Dynas-
ty China and historical garment construction. 
I tried to make this dress a balance between 
historical accuracy and personalization. For 
instance I chose to silk paint tigers instead of 
a more traditional motif because I was born in 
the year of the tiger, and I chose to use gutta 
instead of traditional embroidery because I am 
trained in silk painting. I kept the placement of 
the garment seams historically accurate, but 
took some liberties with the traditional makeup. 

(For more images/info, visit Rose’s insta or fb
@fuwafuwanwan)

RECONNECTING TO 
CHINESE CULTURE 
THROUGH 
SEWING A
齐胸襦裙qixiong

ruqun

rose horowitz ’20
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IN FEBRUARY, DOOR TAGS THAT 
bore Chinese names were torn down in 
the dorms of Columbia University. How-
ever, some Chinese students choose to 
go by an alternative, “Western” name, 
and their names survived the attack. 
After this door tag incident, a group of 
Chinese students uploaded a video clip 
to Facebook, in which they pronounced 
their Chinese names and explained the 
meanings behind them. Some of the stu-
dents who went by alternative names an-
nounced that they would put up new name 
tags with their original Chinese names.

Obviously, in a time like this, it is risky to 
show off one’s Chinese identity, when xe-
nophobia is gathering momentum. Even 
in Columbia University, one of the presti-
gious Ivy League schools that take pride 
in their “diversity” and “tolerance,” failing 
to blend into the environment attracts 
attacks. So a dilemma occurs: should 
Chinese students quietly merge into 
the “Western background” for inclusion 
and safety, or should we acknowledge 
our uniqueness but face racial threats?

Both are not unreasonable. A Chi-
nese name usually consists of two or 
three (at most five) syllables, the first 
one or two of which is the family name, 
while the last one to three is the given 
name. Parents and relatives peruse 
through the dictionary for every char-
acter of the given name, because the 
name bears the best wishes for the child.

For example, my name is 李惠涵 (Li 

Huihan). 李 is my family name, and 惠
涵 means “to receive and be nurtured 
by all the kindness from the world. 
“Lana,” my English name, does not bear 
the same blessings. It was random-
ly picked from a list of English names 
by my primary school English teach-
er, and since then I have been “Lana” 
in all of my English-speaking classes. 

But I never introduce myself to others 
as “Lana.” I identify as a Chinese-born 
woman, so I want my name to reflect 
my identity. “Lana” is the mask I put 
on when I want to show consideration 
for non-tonal-language speakers and 
avoid the unnecessary effort of ex-
plaining. Wellesley, however, like many 
other excellent U.S. colleges, accepts 
me for who I am and the Chinese cul-
ture I carry with me, not for a Chinese 
girl hiding behind a Western name tag.

Some people criticize the Columbi-
an students as overreacting and being 
politically correct. They argue that it is 
also a common practice for Westerners 
who come to China to choose a Chi-
nese name. Choosing a name within 
the culture shows respect for that cul-
ture and the people. Why so serious?

What those people who belittle Co-
lumbian students’ actions do not under-
stand is that the motivation for taking an 
alternative name of Chinese and West-
erners is different. For Westerners living 

WHY SHOULD (OR SHOULD NOT) 
WE USE AN “ALTERNATIVE NAME”?

huihan li ’20
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in China, they do not have any pressure 
to mingle into the society. Firstly, few 
non-Chinese prepare to permanently live 
and work in China, so there is no neces-
sity to fit in.  Secondly, a different face 
basically rules out the possibility of melt-
ing into the crowd. In fact, one cannot 
pretend to be Chinese if one does not 
have black hair, yellow skin, and brown 
irises. Because of the mandatory En-
glish classes and constant input from 
Western culture, the attitude most Chi-
nese people possess toward their for-
eign friends is of genuine and benign in-
terest. They are very used to calling their 
foreign friends by their original names, 
and would love to see them adopting 
Chinese names as a signal of friendship 
and appreciation of Chinese culture.

However, a Chinese studying or living 
in the States has to fit into society. The 
United States is the land of opportunities 
and diversity, so many students coming 
here want to stay. Yet their non-Western 
names prevent them from being com-
pletely “Americanized,” single them out 
from the crowd, and hinder them from 
competing fairly with their American 
peers. Therefore, they “trade” part of their 

identity for the chance at equal opportu-
nity and acceptance from society. For a 
Westerner to take a Chinese name, it is 
out of interest, while for a Chinese to take 
a Western name, it is out of pressure. 
Such is the competition between domi-
nant culture and non-dominant cultures.

Back to Columbia. The video that 
Columbia Chinese students posted 
on Facebook attracted the attention 
of Americans to the issue of alternative 
names. Typically, Asians are viewed as 
submissive and docile. They have so well 
adapted to assimilation that their rights 
are often neglected in the discussion in 
mass media. While some may view this 
video as an overreaction, only when 
Chinese themselves take the matter of 
racial rights seriously, can they gain re-
spect and attention in American society.
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WHEN?
WHAT
WHEN

WHY

ASIAN AMERICAN

STUDIES

colleen sam ’19
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WHAT BEGAN WITH THE ASIAN IMMIGRATION 
Act resulted in the newly borne narratives of Asians 
and Asian American heritage in the United States. This 
chain migration came into effect in 1965 and led to the 
influx of Asians, first into California and Hawaii, then 
into the east as time went on. 

Asian American Studies, however, was first intro-
duced at San Francisco State University after black 
civil rights activists petitioned for the creation of a 
College of Ethnic Studies. This department would in-
clude American Indian Studies, Black Studies, La Raza 
Studies, and Asian American Studies. Students want-
ed to see diversity in their curriculum and a reflection of 
themselves in their studies.

According to Professor Yoon Sun Lee of Wellesley 
College, Asian American Studies “is transformative to 
realize that there is a whole body of knowledge out 
there about Asian Americans. It helps you understand 
your own experience.” Professor Terry Park, of Har-
vard University, shares in these sentiments. Park finds 
that Asian American Studies “not only produces better 
students or workers, but transforms society.” These 
two professors discovered Asian American Studies lat-
er on in their careers, as they both gradually came to 
realize its importance through reading its literature and, 
ultimately, finding their own Asian American identities. 

At Wellesley College, the presence of Asian Amer-
ican studies is obscure at best. The Asian American 
minor began 3 years ago, and is currently offered 
under the American Studies Program. The Advisory 
Committee of Academic Staffing published its lists of 
staffing requests for this year, which included one po-
sition for a tenured faculty member who would teach 
entirely Asian American courses. Professor Yoon Lee 
of Wellesley College notes that this could be the first 

step towards a stronger department, and to the cre-
ation of a major in the field of Asian American studies. 
During a phone interview, Lee stated that “we are not 
in a position to think of a major yet because the num-
ber of courses we can offer now is extremely limited.” 

In comparison to Wellesley, Harvard University stu-
dents have been fighting for the last forty-four years 
to establish an Ethnic Studies Program. The difficulties 
for progressive reform lie in the administrative resis-
tance. However, the Harvard community has contin-
ued to be vocal, circulating their eleventh petition last 
fall. The possibility of creating an Ethnic Studies De-
partment appears formidable, as the call for diversity 
in academia has strengthened greatly after the recent 
presidential election. 

The demand for Asian American Studies is an al-
most age-old satire, and the fight will continue to be 
long and arduous. Nonetheless, we must persist. 

Studying Asian American immigration patterns and 
struggles, literature, culture, and its overall identity in 
the classroom provides analytical tools to students of 
every heritage. From understanding the Korean Amer-
ican experience to the South Asian narrative to Chi-
nese American history, this course material will inevi-
tably enrich and enhance one’s education and worldly 
perspective. Its presence is just as significant to higher 
education’s curriculum as its counterparts. Current-
ly, Californian universities and colleges hold the most 
Asian American departments and programs—largely 
due to the state’s historical ties to Asian American im-
migrants. On the East coast, we can learn from the 
Golden State’s example. Wellesley College’s decision 
this year to hire an Asian American tenured faculty 
member will be one significant, and crucial, step in the 
direction of progress.

      THE DEMAND FOR ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES IS AN ALMOST 
AGE-OLD SATIRE, AND THE FIGHT WILL CONTINUE TO BE LONG 

AND ARDUOUS. NONETHELESS, WE MUST PERSIST.“
“
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If you're looking for a way 
to digest the day's political 
news with a bit of humor, I 
recommend checking out 
CBS's The Late Show with 
Stephen Colbert. Colbert is 
the master of epithets and 
political satire, his mono-
logues often included in the 
list of top trending Youtube 
videos. I think this late night 
show stands out from the 
rest for its wide range of 
guests (i.e not all of them are 
celebrities). Also, check out 
the show to hear amazing 
music by Stay Human and 
their talented 
– and hilarious – bandleader 
Jon Batiste.

Bored on the weekend? 
Hungry at 3 AM? Not much 
of the party type, but still 
want to witness the Boston 
nightlife? Double Chin is a 
local Hong Kong-style cafe 
in Chinatown and is perfect 
for these very needs. Their 
menu is a million pages 
long with items ranging 
from Cube Toast to
Pork Katsu Fried Rice. 
They're open until 4 AM on 
Thursdays, Fridays, and 
Saturdays, so catch a late 
bus into Boston and satisfy 
those noms!

Lumpia is of Chinese origin but can be 
found in regions of Southeast Asia and 
Europe. In the Philippines, people com-
monly make it with their families.

For this recipe, you’ll need:
• Carrots
• Cooking Oil
• Green Onions
• Onions
• Ground Pork
• Pinch of Garlic Powder
• Salt and Pepper
• Spring Roll Wrappers
1. Combine all of the ingredients except 

for the cooking oil and wrappers.
2. Wrap about a tablespoon of the mix-

ture in a wrapper.
3. Heat the cooking oil in a deep fryer. 

Deep fry.
4. Remove from the deep fryer and let 

the excess oil drip. 
5. Serve with sweet and sour sauce. 

Enjoy!

SEEING AS THE SUMMER IS ROLLING IN, I’VE DECIDED TO ASK THE PRESIDENTS OF THE PAN 
Asian council to share their favorite bands, recipes, movies, television shows, and video games – all of which 
you can check out in the coming months! As the organization responsible for overseeing the Asian/ Asian 
American-related clubs on campus, I believe PAC has a big say in making the community a safe place for 
pop culture and politics alike. I myself implore our readers to try out the free-to-play mobile games Fire Em-
blem Heroes and Pokemon Go (with Johto Pokemon!) if you haven’t done so already. Whether you’re familiar 
with these fandoms or not, these gacha-style games are addicting to a fault, boasting a myriad of colorful 
characters and intuitive gameplay. 

Emily Natori ‘17
President of Hui o Hawai‘i

Regine Ong ‘19
President of Club Filipina

Jamie Yang ‘17
Co-President of CSA 

Chinese Students Association

RECOMMENDS…
hope kim ’18PAC 



pa
ge

35

GENERASIANS MAGAZINE Spring 2017

3
4

5
6

Goblin, also known as 
Guardian: The Lonely and 
Great God, is a k-drama that 
boasts some of the most 
lovable characters you will 
ever meet – and trust me, 
I’ve watched my share of 
dramas! The cast’s interac-
tions are so sweet, hilarious, 
and full of energy that you’ll 
enjoy the show even when 
the plot slows down. One of 
the highlights of this drama 
is the bromance between 
the two male leads. No 
annoying love triangles to be 
found here – just a comedic 
love/hate relationship. On a 
side note, the soundtrack is 
utterly amazing! My person-
al favorite is ‘‘Beautiful’’; by 
Crush, but Goblin features 
other equally stunning tracks 
by Ailee, Soyou, VIXX’s Ken, 
and more. The cinema-
tography is also gorgeous 
without being too glowy and 
exposed (Moonlight Drawn 
By the Clouds, I’m looking 
at you). From side-splitting 
comedy to bittersweet and 
heartrending scenes, this 
show incorporates every-
thing I look for in a drama. 
Goblin will be sure to stay in 
your heart for a long time!

Maidens' Vow is my favorite drama 
as it explores the role of women 
throughout history and how its four 
main characters manage to break 
social norms and do extraordinary 
things for their time. The first arc of 
the drama takes place in Imperial 
China where the talented Yu Fung is 
forced to marry a man she doesn’t 
love. Her husband grows addicted 
with gambling and causes his family 
to fall into poverty. However, it is Yu 
Fung who saves them all with her 
cooking, having opened a success-
ful restaurant. We then follow the 
life of Chi Kwun in the 1920s, and 
unlike her mother, she is an avid 
activist and highly values her educa-
tion. She later elopes with a teacher 
and learns to live on her own during 
the Japanese invasion. The third 
arc features a stay-at-home wife, 
Wai Jun, living in the 1970s. It isn't 
until she disobeys her husband and 
finds a job that she discovers the 
joys of working for herself. The last 
arc takes place in 2005 and tells the 
story of Si Ga, Wai Jun’s daughter. 
Si Ga doesn't have a purpose in life 
and works as a beer waitress until 
she meets Ka On, a rich and smart 
actuary. After they break up, Si Ga 
decides to bring back her great 
great grandmother's restaurant, one 
whose legacy was passed through 
the four generations of women. 

On the surface, Age of 
Youth seems like your typical 
slice-of-life drama: it follows 
five college-aged women 
living in a sharehouse called 
Belle Epoque as they navi-
gate the trials of adulthood. 
As someone who prefers a 
good thriller (i.e Signal), this 
drama is not one I’d usually 
go for. But by the end of it, I 
was devastated when I had 
to let the Belle Epoque girls 
go. This show touches upon 
a handful of Korea’s social 
taboos such as mental 
health and sex in a natural 
way and truly highlights the 
beauty of female friendships. 
Each girl is unique in her 
own way, yet they all feel like 
they could be my friends in 
real life. The storyline bal-
ances everyday charm with 
quirkiness, a combination 
that took me on a roller-
coaster of emotions every 
episode. The drama has 
recently been confirmed for 
a second season later this 
year, so definitely check it 
out!

RECOMMENDS…

Rafa Tasneem
Co-President of WASAC 

The Wellesley College Associ-
ation for South Asian Cultures

Kelly Kung 
Co-President of CSA 

Chinese Students Association

Christina Ma
Co-President of 
TCO Taiwanese 

Cultural Organization
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SINCE JANUARY 27TH, BOSTONIANS HAVE 
finally been able to enjoy the products and shopping 
experience of Muji on Newbury Street. Founded in 
1980 in Japan, Muji carries a wide variety of products, 
ranging from stationary, clothing, household products, 
to office supplies. The name “Muji” comes from Mu-
jirushi Ryohin, which translates into “no-brand quality 
goods,” emphasizing its commitment to its mission to 
provide quality goods to consumers at low prices. 

Muji carries out this mission by following its three 
core principles: selection of materials, streamlining of 
processes, and simplification of packages. In selecting 
their materials, they choose to use recycled products, 
or even leftover byproducts. For example, U-shaped 
spaghetti that was left over from the making of the tra-
ditional straight spaghetti was sold. To streamline their 
processes, bleaching and dying is eliminated in their 
manufacturing. This results in a limited color range all 
across their products as well as browned paper prod-
ucts. To simplify packaging, Muji uses brown paper la-
bels to indicate the function and price of each product. 
These no-waste, no-brand qualities of Muji contribute 
to its minimalist and mundane design, allowing it to cut 
any over-embellishment that could result in higher pric-
es. Muji is also able to keep its prices low because they 
have no mass marketing strategy; instead, Muji relies 
upon the word of mouth to market itself. 

So what is the appeal of Muji that allows it to succeed 
solely on the word of mouth of its customers? Many 
people account their love for Muji to be because of its 

aesthetic of unbranded minimalism, which offers an al-
ternative to other products that are branded and more 
expensive. Even Muji explicitly states that its products 
are not meant to “entice responses of strong affinity”, 
but to rather give “rational satisfaction”, characterized 
by “This will do,” instead of “This is what I really want.” 

This appeal of low price, pleasing aesthetic, and 
high function of Muji products make it popular espe-
cially for young people. With dozens of colleges in the 
greater Boston area, the city is a fertile market for young 
people who often look for affordable products. Asaka 
Shimazaki, the president of Muji USA, has stated that 
he believes the “academic and cultural community” of 
Boston made it the right home for Muji’s second flag-
ship store in North America, following a store on Fifth 
Avenue in New York City. 

The Boston Muji flagship was preceded by a pop-
up shop on Newbury Street for a couple months to 
spread the word about its grand opening. The pop-
up shop featured a select few products such as pens, 
aroma diffusers, socks, and notebooks in an exhib-
it-like space. In true Muji fashion to gain popularity by 
the word of mouth, a promotion was offered in which 
shoppers could acquire a free notebook by decorating 
it with stamps, then posting it on to social media with 
the hashtag #mujinewbury. This clever marketing ploy 
allowed Muji to get exposure on social media without 
the costs of a marketing strategy. 

THE
RISE 

OF MUJI



KOY IS A KOREAN FUSION RESTAURANT RIGHT BY FANEUIL 
Hall. The dim lights, modern decor, and wall art inspired by Korean tradi-
tional art contribute to the upscale ambience. The menu offered items that 
were either strictly Korean, such as galbitang, as well as Korean fusion 
items, such as cheese steak dumplings and the Kimchi Burger. Although 
Asian fusion restaurants can sometimes be notorious for downplaying the 
spiciness to adjust to the Western tongue, Koy did not disappoint with its 
spicy chicken stew (dak dori tang) in terms of hotness. The Kimchi Burger, 
which was nearly cringe-worthy when first read on the menu, was a de-
lightful surprise that harmonized the traditional American burger with the 
spiciness of the traditional Korean dish. Master Chang, the chef, came out 
of the kitchen to see if the guests were enjoying the food, and the other 
hosts and waiters were all smiles. Although a bit on the pricey side, Koy is 
a great date-night, or treat-yourself kind of place where the mood is classy, 
yet low-key that offers both traditional and fusion Korean food. 

yebin park ’20
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ORIGINS:
CHINESE NEW YEAR

FAVORITE ASIAN
FESTIVALSchinese

new year

lunar new 
year

mid-autumn 
festival

spring festival

moon festival

yuki matsuri diwali
dragon boat festival

basant

holi

loi
krathong

lantern
festival

GUESS WHAT DAY JANUARY THE 28TH WAS? CHINESE 
New Year! Now, I know what you must have been been obsess-
ing over. “What are the origins of Chinese New Year?” you ask 
yourself, losing sleep because of your interest in Asian culture. 
Well, I’m here to sate your curiosity and eliminate the one concern 
that prevents you from getting those eight hours of sleep.

Chinese New Year originated from Chinese villagers’ fear of a 
monster named 年(Nián) who would attack people, animals, and 

property on New Year’s Eve. The red, bright lights and loud fireworks 
and firecrackers still prevalent today were intended to scare the for-

midable 年. Now, Chinese New Year is synonymous with the opposite 
emotions of joy and love. In the two week of celebration, work more or 

less stops while people focus on reuniting with loved ones over elaborate 
meals and traditional rituals. 
Even though the West dubs this holiday as “Chinese New Year,” it is also 

a public affair in many other countries such as Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Korea, and Vietnam. Thus, all of these countries have their own 
unique take on “Chinese New Year.” However, to all these countries, it is one 
of, if not the biggest holiday of the year.

yudaam han ’20 
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ASIAN AMERICAN EVENTS 
HAPPENING ON CAMPUS

AS CULTURE CLUBS MAKE 
up a significant portion of Wellesley 
dynamic campus life, it is not sur-
prising that there are always many 
interesting cultural events going on. 
The beginning of the second semes-
ter has brought with it many exciting 
Asian cultural events. Two notable 
culture showcases in February were 
the KSA Culture Show and Japan 
Club’s Yuki Matsuri. 

 February 17 was KSA’s (Korean 
Students Association) annual culture 
show. It was preluded by a dinner of 
authentic Korean food and followed 
by SeoulIt, the after-party. Perform-
ers put a lot of effort into their show-
cases. One performer shared about 
their process of practicing for the 
first-year dance, “We didn’t have a 
theme for the first-year dance. We 
chose the songs we thought were 
popular for the year.” The first-year 
dance was indeed impressive, with 
the first-years performing fluently 
dances of several Korean popular 
pop songs of the years. The Korean 
culture-centered events brought a 

general consensus of good reviews. 
“My favorite part of the entire culture 
show was Ilban music’s performance 
and the fan dance!” said one of the 
audience. Another audience mem-
ber, being asked to comment on the 
culture show, enthused, “I always 
think the culture show is really well 
done. I liked how they had a lot of 
off-campus groups too.” This year’s 
KSA culture show was undoubtedly 
another success. 

Yuki Matsuri (February 18th), Ja-
pan Club’s biggest event of the year, 
was another exciting event. Held 
to celebrate the Snow Festival, this 
highly anticipated event is known for 
having great booths, food, and per-
formances. One example was the 
origami/omikuji booth. The origami/
omikuji booth volunteer explained 
that the booth had origami instruc-
tions, and she helped when needed. 
She particularly “encouraged people 
to fold cranes because Japan Club 
was donating them to post-earth-
quake recovery efforts.” She also de-
scribed omikuji as being “fortune tell-

ing. Someone picks a piece of paper 
from a box, and that paper is labeled 
with a fortune.” The volunteer then 
gives them a separate, longer piece 
of paper describing their fortune in 
detail. The different types of fortunes 
describe different levels of bless-
ings or curses you will receive. One 
attendee of the event commented 
that, “the food was amazing! I loved 
how they set it up, with the food in 
one room, and the booths in the oth-
er. I also loved the origami station! I 
also really liked how they started with 
a choir, and the dance group from 
Mount Holyoke was really good. It 
was just really fun.” Clearly, Yuki Mat-
suri was also a huge success. 

It’s clear that culture groups have 
already made the second semester 
a good start to spreading Asian cul-
ture through fun events. And there 
are so many more exciting events 
yet to come, such as the Chinese 
Culture Show and Taiwanese Night 
Market. It seems that even though 
second semester will only get busier, 
we still have a lot to look forward to. 

yudaam han ’20 
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GETTING PERSONAL WITH 

FRESH OFF THE BOAT

I REMEMBER HOW EXCITED I WAS WHEN 
Fresh off the Boat, a nearly unprecedented sitcom 
about an Asian family, premiered on ABC two 
years ago. Centered around the Taiwanese-Amer-
ican Huang family, Fresh off the Boat follows their 
humorous move from Asian-populated D.C. to 
predominantly white Miami and their clever tri-
umphs over racial prejudices.  As I watched these 
characters establish a new life, I felt a warm burst 
of recognition.

I love watching Fresh off the Boat, not just for 
the jokes, but for the moments when the charac-
ters confront a situation or a stereotype that I or 
my Eurasian family have experienced. The show 
moves beyond common tropes about Asian “Tiger 
Mothers” and high academic expectations to 
capture intimate moments.  Listening to the older 

Huang generation speak in Mandarin while their 
younger counterparts respond in English reflects 
my extended family’s bilingual dinner table. Watch-
ing the Huang matriarch undergo the lengthy pro-
cess of earning an American citizenship reminds 
me of my grandparents’ journey towards American 
naturalization.  Witnessing these familiar situations 
on network television brings out familial pride and 
comforts me in knowing that others care about 
Asian American experiences.

Fresh off the Boat presents the story of a sig-
nificant American demographic group, and while 
it cannot cover all Asian American experiences, 
its humor and cultural attunement highlight the 
importance of recording distinct minority experi-
ences.

olivia lewis ’20
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This past October, a Pakistani tea street vendor, also 
known as a “chai-wallah,” rose to fame in an extremely 
conventional, yet creepy manner.  A random person, in 
this case a photographer, took a picture of said person, 
and went on to post the photo on her social media—and 
now the photographed is a model; the chai-wallah, Ar-
shad Khan, has since received plenty of modeling con-
tracts as well as acting contracts.

This practice of random people photographing other 
random people isn’t unheard of. Remember Alex from 
Target? 

But, question: Is this not creepy? I mean, yeah, both 
guys received plenty of fame after their photos were tak-
en, unwarranted. In Khan’s case, it financially benefited 
his family. But, again, is this not creepy? 

Could you imagine just doing your thing, whether that 
be serving tea or bagging groceries at Target, and some-
one just snaps a photo of you, and posts it on social 
media? 

That’s creepy. 

tanvi kodali ’20

TO BUBBLE,
OR NOT TO
BUBBLE...

yes!

sometimes.

no!

CHAI-
WALLAH
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Julie Andrews 
Would Like Pocky

GROWING UP AS AN ASIAN AMERICAN 
has its perks. For me, this included being able to 
share the wondrous flavors of East Asian snacks. 
As a child, I shamelessly indulged in my fair share 
of delicacies from my local H-Mart. I would find 
the aisles stocked full with artificial goodies, bags 
of rice crackers spilling over onto the floor. As 
a college student, I am so proud to spread this 
good gospel with my Wellesley sister and room-
mate—a novice, though promising Asian-Food 
Junkie. Seeing her face brighten with joy from the 
reflective shine of the Asian snack bags is exciting 
each and every time we indulge. It is mind-blow-
ing to understand how truly vast, unique, and de-
licious the world of Asian snacks is!

From my experiences, I highly recommend 
that every Wellesley sib try an Asian cracker/po-
tato chip/snack at least once in their time here 
on campus. Do it in Lulu. On a walk around the 
lake. In the comfort of your dorm room. Or at an 
Asian culture club meeting. Sometime soon. This 
life-changing experience will (I guarantee) coerce 
you into re-evaluating your childhood snack de-
cisions. To my Asian sibs and readers, we have 
truly been blessed, and we must share our good 
fortune! Goodbye Ritz, Hello Panda!

colleen sam ’19

Hello Panda. Pocky. Shrimp Crackers. Choco Pie.

These are a few of my roommate’s favorite things!
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